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ust Letters were occafionally wrote 
for the Information of a Gentleman in the 


preſent Houſe of Commons, and are made 


publick at his Inſtance, to ſhew the great Concern 


the Plantations (eſpecially the Iſland of Jamaica) 
are to Great Britain to encourage and preſerve, 


and to undeceive many People, Who are carried 


away with a Notion of great Advantages, never be- 
fore enjoy'd, accruing to this Kingdom, by ere» 
ing the Sourh-Sea Company, and their Trading on 
the foot of the Afrento Contrat. 
If upon Peruſal, any Perſon ſhould think the Ser- 
vice of the Iſland in Jamaica, is the View and In- 
tent of writing them, he is not much miſtaken, 

for it muſt be confeſs'd the diſmal Conſequence 
unavoidably falling upon that Iſland from the 
Aſſiento Contract, and the French being left with 
the ſhare they have theſe late Years poſſeſs d of 
Hiſpaniola, wich the Liberty they now enjoy of 
Trading in the Sourb-Seas, were the firſt Motive 
that occaſion d the mention of ſome things there- 
upon in Diſcourſe, which afterwards were thought 
proper to be ſet in a fuller light, and 'explain'd by 
the following Letters, not altogether for the Ad- 
vantage and Intereſt of Jamaica, but for the ge- 
neral Advantage and * of Great · Britain, by 
pre» 
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The PREFACE. 
preſerving a very beneficial Trade we enjoy'd, in 
lieu of attempting one precarious in its Nature, a 
certain loſs to its Undertaker, and ruinous to the 
moſt gainful Branches of our Trade; for ſhculd 
the Engliſh be diſpoſſeſs d of Jamaica, which they 
may ſoon be, if that Trade be ruin'd, however 
ſome People may believe, we ſhall not only loſe 
an Iſland of very great Conſequence to us in point 
of Trade, but 2. never afterwards expect to be 
formidable by our Naval Force, in that part of the 

World, as we have been for many Years paſt by 
means of that Iſland; for, as * Dr. Davenant has 
juſtly obſerv'd, The loſs of Jamaica mult proba- 

e dly be follow'd with the Ruin of our Iutereſt in 
6 Americe,  _ 2 5 1 
In theſe Letters the Dangers ariſing to Jamaica, 
and other our Sugar Colonies, are ſhewn really to 
proceed from the Encreaſe of the French Power and 
Settlements in their Iſlands in America, eſpecially 
on Hiſpaniola; and twere heartily to be wiſh'd, 
the Conſequences thereof, to the Trade and Navi- 
gation of this Kingdom, were but more ſeriouſly 
attended to, and conſider C. 800 | 
lt has been lopg ſince remark'd, that che Breed 
of Scamen, with 3 Encreaſe and Encouragement 
of the Navigation of this Kingdom, does chiefly 
depend on our Plantation Trade, and Newfoundland 

Fiſhery ; therefore their preſent State and Conditi-, 
on deſerve the immediate Conſideration of our beſt : 
Patriots, for preventing the Decay, Loſs, or De- 

ſtruction of the Trade and Maritime Strength of 

Grear-Britain, _ | 

. The Merchants and Planters trading to, and re- 

fiding in Virginia and Maryland, have laid their 

Calc before the Parliament this preſent Seſſions, 
RE” 2 1 wherein 
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wherein they ſet forth, © That the high Cuſtom/66 the. 


Sixpence and one third of a. Penny per Pound on Bo. 
© Tobacco, for the home Conſumption, has, by"... © 


q many Years Experience, been found much more % 
© than it can bear; the Planters and Merchants Ad- 
« yenturers, having often loſt, fit per Cerr,. and 
© ſometimes more than their Capital, the Produce _ 
not being ſufficient to defray the Cuſſom, Freight, 

© and other Charges, ſo that without me timely 
© Relicf, this Trade muſt incyitably be 10 to Great · 
Britain. 3 „ TER 

As the diſtance of our Britiſh Plantations is an 
© Improvement of our Navigation, ſo, of Neceffity 
© it becomes a Charge to our Tobacco, and has 
given great Encouragement to the Planting of 
* vaſt Quantities of that Commodity in Holland, 
© Germany, &c. to the Improvement of their Lands 
© and Benefit of their Proprietors, Who ſupply 
© many parts of Europe, to the Decay of our Plan- 
© tations, Trade and Navigation. | 


- =. x 


f 


» + j 


And unleſs fuch Encouragement be given to 
© the Exporters of Tobacco, as may enable them 
to render it very cheap to foreign Markets, and 
© thereby in great meaſure to prevent the Planting. 
© in Europe, this beneficial Trade will in a few. 
© Years be irretrieveably loſt, and our Nation oblig d 
© to pay Specie for Linen, and all other the Ma- 
4 nufitures of Holland, Germany, Swedeland, &c., 
© that us'd to be purchas'd in thoſe Parts, with the 
Proceed of our Plantation Tobacco. COTS 
The Diſcouragements of late Years, have al- 
ready ruin'd ſeveral conſiderable Merchants, 
© oblig'd others to decline trading in Tobacco, 
and forc'd many of the Planters in Virginia and 
© Maryland upon ManufaQtures, wherein they are 
6 already ſuch Proficicnts, that ſeveral Counties 
make Shoes, Stockins, Hats, Linen and Woollen, 
2 | A2 not 


. Nen 


© not only for their own, but the uſe of their 
4 Neighbours; others fow Corn, which have been 
ſent from the Plantations in great Quantities, to 
© ſeveral parts of Europe; and? Neceſſity will put 
© them lly upon many l to become 
© lels Ae A on this Ki | 
And they thus conclude, *' The melancholy State 
0 of our Tobacco Plantation is ſuch, that for ſeve- 
ral Years paſt,” the Exports of our Woollen and 
© other Manufactufes to Virginia and Adaryland are 
© diminiſh'd at _ one half, rhe by 0): 
greatly Impoyeriſh'd, the Planters by Neceſſi 
Be... ling into Manufacture, tbe N avigation of this 
Kingdom conſequently leſfen'd, and notwithſtand= 
© ing the ſeveral high Daties laid on Tobacco, the 
« Revenve hath not been thereby augmented. 
This is the melancholy State of the Tobacdo 
Trade, and as it is reſum'd the Danger of our 
lofing the Sugar Trade, is in ſome meaſure ſhewn 
in theſe Letters; and the Danger of its Loſs is ſo. 
very apparent, chat! an Author quoted i in theſe Letters 
Has ſet it out in a full Light, altho' that Gentleman 
ould infer the Cauſe of it to be different from 
hat-are here re repreſented, but from the Dedication, 
of his Book k, Fu particular Senſe, -in diſtinguiſhing; 
the preſent M y for their Experience and. 
Knowledge i in Trade, it is fully evident, that his 
Book was rather calculated for A private, than the, 
piblick Intereſt, © 
But let us obſerve what his ny Man of Bar- 
* ſays, in a Speech to the Council and general 
Aſſembly of that * as Printed in the Poſt» Boy, 
the 24th Inſtant, Our Neighbour Colors 8 {o, 
long kept by Foreign Fears ff rom Improvinęe, are 
© now encouraging Trade, encreaſing their People, 
* enlarging their Plantarions, and cultivating their, 
0 Lands 3 their Fertile Soi! yields them many, 


5 Crops 
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«© Crops from one Planting; ours requires the ut- 


moſt Art, Induſtry, and Manure, and that too 


And as to the Newfoundland Fiſhery, the Decreaſe 
thereof, and its Cauſes, have been thewn in many 
Pamphlets lately writ, bur in none with more 
Clearneſs than the Britiſh Merchant, or Commerce + 
eſerv d, particularly in the: Papers No. 71. and 
t. in the latter of which tis ſaid © the French are 
now ſo much our Rivals in this Trade, and are 
© encreaſed to ſuch a prodigious degree, that they 
© employ yearly from St. Malo, Glanville, Rocbell, 
© St. Martins, Ifle of Robe, Bayonne, St. Fobu de 
Luce, Sibour, &c. to carry on their Fiſhery on 
© the great Banks of Newfoundland, and on the 
© Coalts of that Ifland, that is, in their wet and 
© dry Fiſh, upwards of four hundred vail of 
Ships. 77 2 A 
They axe indeed (ſays he in another part of this 
Paper) to deliver us up the Poſſeſſion of Placentia, 
© and ſome other Place in Newfoundland; but then 
© they have taken care to have a better Place yield- 
ed to them, in lieu thereof, with this extraordi- 


- © nary Favour to them, more than to us, that they 


have the Liberty granted chem to frequent our 
Iſlands of Nemfoundland, i erect Stages, Cc. 
thereon for drying and curing their Fiſh, but 
we have not the Privilege allowed us of doing 
the ſame on any of their Iſlands; or on the Iſland 
of Cape Breton, which they have expreſs Permiſ- 
ſion granted them to fortifie as they pleaſe; thus 
they are our Rivals in the Fiſhery by our on 
Conſent, which is the more wonderful, in that 
it is owing to this Fiſhery that they dared to con- 
tend for the Maſtery at Sea with the Maritimo 
Powers of England an] Holland unite ; tis true, 
the Engliſh. and Dutch are moſt frequently _ 
5 , © the 
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© the Maritime Powers, but if I were not afraid * 


© the Mercator would fall upon me for l 


© our Weakneſs, I would beg you to tell him 1 


© think it a Jeſt to appropriate the Name of Ma- 
© ritime Powers to Great Britain and Holland ex- 
© clufive of France, when we conſider what a fi- 
< pure that Nation made at Sea before the Battle 
© of la Hogue in 1692. Can we then think that a 
© few Years of Peace, with ſuch a Fiſhery, and ſuch 
© Conditions of Commerce as were granted to 


France by the late Treaty, will not ſoon enable 


© her to contend again with our United Flects ? 


The preſent State of our Tobacco and Sugar 
Trade, and Newfoundland Fiſhery being ſuch as re- 


preſented, muſt give us a very fad Proſpect, ſince 


*tis by our Sugar and Tobacco Colonics we have 


ſuch a Ballance in Trade on our ſide with Holland, 
Hamburgh, &c. and from our Newfoundland Fiſhery, 
very great Sums have been Annually brought into 
this Kingdom from Spain, Portugal and Traly; for 


our other Colonies, as New England, New York, &c. 


being chiefly dependant on our Sugar Settlements 


to take off their Product, and having not where- 
wWithal to anſwer the — to them from Great 
e 


Britain, are only valuable as they bear relation to 
ſuch Colonics as are furniſhed by them, which 


muſt ceaſe on the decay of the Trade from whence 


it ariſes. | 
Thus fad and melancholy is our preſent Condi- 
tion as to theſe Branches of our Trade and Navi- 


gation; for confirming of which, and ſeveral other 


Matters in the following Letters concerning our 
Trade infthe Weſt Indies, excluſive of the preſent 
defigned*one, upon the Foot of the Affento Con- 


tract, ſhall conclude with an Extract of a Letter 


from a Perſon who has lived in Cadis and Famaica 
for above twenty Ycars paſt, 
N . N= Extract 


* AR 


The PREFACE. 


maica dated the 3th | 


Extract of a Letter from 7 
N of April, 1714. 


r HU you ſee bow they (the French) endea- 
T wvour 10 ſtreighten all Trade in general, and gi- 
ving ſuch Tracks of Land (on Hiſpaniola) and not 
letting any one enjoy more than what be Plants and 
Manures, they'll become in few Tears very powerful ; 
nay, they don't ſtick to ſay, but in leſs than ten Tears 
they will bave the whole Iſland of Hiſpaniola. 
Did Spain but clear their Eyes as they ought, 4 
War by them ſhould be immediately commenced, or elſe 
the Spaniards are gone in theſe Parts; and upon the 
firſt Quarrel we ever bave with them (the French) 
this Iſland the next. For as the French are endea- 
vouring to ſettle and bring a Number of Men among 
them, our Gentry are for ſending all away; this is the. 
Cunning of our Inbabitants, | 
= Tcan't belp,remarking to you the little Notice En- 
gland rakes in protecting its Trade: Did they but 
conſider the Game France bas been playing theſe ſeven 
Years paſt, none but Men void of Natural Thoughr 
would have ſuffered the Continuance thereof \fince the 
Ceſſation of Arms, from that time we might have 
prevented it, i it could not before; but our great 
Sufferings will be from what bas been done fince, and 
n body trouble themſelves about it; it's their being 
ſuffered to ſend Ships * Ships into the South Seas 
and ſupplying the Kingdoms ft Peru and Mexico with 
' ſuch quantities of Goods that 'twill be ſeven Tears 10 
conſume them z by which Scheme they baue antici- 
pated the Trade of our Nation, Holland, and the 
Kingdom of Old Spain for five Tears; for I can aſſure 
you it will be at leaſt that time before any quantity of 
Goods of general Species can be in Demand, or pi 


Encouragement io any Trader of Spaniſh, Engliſh and 
Du 
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= 
Dutch Nation to ſend Goods to rhe Kingdoms of Peru 


ar Mexico, for why ſhould any one think thoſe Peo- 
ple ſo fooliſh to buy togetber ren Suits of Cloaths, when 
one will ſerve them # ,Tbus it s with them, whatever 
Goods come muſt lis till thoſe in the Country are con- 


| ſumed, it's this vaſt ſupply of Goods by the South Seas 


7 


* 


ta the Kingdoms of Peru and Mexico, rhat bas kept 


all the Silver. and Gold from coming into the North, 


end occaſioned the" Total Ruin of Old Spain, and more 


the preſent thoſe Cities, and the Settlements on the 
Noreb: fade. Nay,” they will not let us alone in the 
Eaſt-lndics;. I can aſſure you rbree of their Ships 


bavo root in dom, and went to China, and ſo re- 


tod 10 Lima and other places with rich India 


Thus they attack our Trade in all its Parts, and 


row of Trade to procure a Peace, feed us with the No- 
tian of giving us 4 South Sea Company, without let. 
ting ut know the Advantages of ſuch a Trade nom 
o at lom an Ebb as ever any Trade was brought 


20% having near Twenty two Sail of Ships fix Months 


bee 5520 1 edied I fe ſe n- 
Fiebit it not ſpeedily remedied I fear à worſe 

ſequence, thorefore'it beboves all Europe to engage in 
it 3 I bave* ventured to write thus to you, and to let 


pan ſes what little Advantages the South Sea Cmpany 


can opel from tihrir Trade. 


particularly. their Navigation, and utterly deſtroyed for 


when baus z/urted every Branch, and ſucked the Mar- 


= ArAWRmRSST OE fir 


28 (ng 


2 


= 4 
* 
= * . 
: . * 
A 
. _ - 
l A . * 4 
e 4 « * ? Sa a 
. . * . C F F ** id 8 6 CY 
* A "Fi ; ' N 4 6 
, 1 . 
. 0 my . 4 : 0 5 * ; « 
# * 5 , „ F : Ts 
: 1 4 : * 4 R 
: 2 4 þ * 2 $. - 9 * 
8 
. . - 4 
3 4 : 
4 * * * 


0 wY « i F * 1 * * 4 
* =. 
: * 
= 


o : 1 * 
* — * 3 
1 . 1 1 * * _ 181 1 1 3. 11 14 5 


* A 
7 1 

. #Y oj aa © ® 

* = 
= - 

* 

1 * 

. 


Aſiento Contract Conlidered. 


A 8 A Ls O 1 


The Advantages and Decay of the Trade | of 


Jamaica, and the Plantations, with the 


Cauſes and Conſequences thereof: | 


Inſeveral Letters toa Member of Parlament. 


$81 R, January 20, 1712483» : 


o 


the time you allow me for it, of the Advan- 


tage the Ifland of Jamaica is to Great Britain, 


both as to its Situation for Trade with the 
Spaniards, or, in caſe of a War with them, as 
well as the Value it produceth, and its being made 
capable of producing Yearly ; and alſo my Appre» 


henſion, that it will not be long of any Conſe» » 


J to Great Britain, either in regard to the 
Trade with the Spaniards, or its own Produce, and 


the Danger we are in of loſing it whenever there 4 


is another War with Frence. 


And firſt, Famaice is Gtuated in the Latitude of - 


17 and 18, and hath for irs Neighbours, vis. 1 
Leagues to the Eaſtward and Windward the 


Ifland of Hiſpaniolaz about 25 Leagues to the 


Northward the Ifland of Cuba; about 170 
Leagues to the Southward is the Main of New 


B _— 


1 Shall give you the beſt Information 1 cad, in 
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Spain, or the North fide of the Kingdom of Peri; 


whercupon are Carthagene and Portobello, the Port 


that the Galleons come to; and about 359 


Leagues to the Weſtward and Leeward is la Vera 
Guz, which is the Port or chief Place for Trade 
with the Kingdom of Mexico on that fide, as the 
above Places are for the Kingdom of Peru. 


The Trade with the Spaniards from Fonic 
ftho' Colluſive) has been very conſiderable; and 
tis certain for ſeven Years aft 

it commenced de Novo) the Spaniards have been 
ſupplied from thence, one Year with another, with 
three or four thouſand Negroes in return for which, 


(about which time 


and for Flower, Woollen and other Goods, there 


has been received of them in Gold and Silver, and 
the Produce of New Spain, 200000 I. or 25co000 d. 


early; and as the Produce of the Iſland it ſelf for 
ſome Years paſt has not been leſs in Value than 
ſoogoo J. a Year; fo tis capable of producing three 
times what it does at preſent, were but ſome Laws 


made to prevent ſuch Quantities of Land being 


Monopolized by particular Perſons, and obligi 


ſuch Perlons, as have very great Runns of Land, 


and will neither ſettle nor ſell the ſame, that they 
do the one or the other, and to give Encourage- 


ment for white People to come and reſide in the 


OO rag 6.4 
As to the Trade from Jamaica with the Spas 


\.. Biards, 1 fear from the Power the French King 


as over King Philip, and the growing as well as 


Tho the preſent Strength of the French; as alſo the 


Philip in thoſe Parts, it muſt be ſoon at an end. 
"Tis probable Great Britain may have the Affento, 
or the ſupplying the Spaniards with Negroes, if 
there can be found any Perſons, incorporated or 

| e 


Encouragement they have given them by King 
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ments on Hiſpaniole ten to one; and as they have 


not be preſum d they will do on a Peace, and the 
Encouragement they have given them for it, by 
the Duty laid upon all clay'd or refin'd Sugar im- 
11758 into France, which Duty effectually pro- 
have vaſt Quantities from England Yearly) from 
Tending any thither, and muſt conſequently cauſe a 
| reſene Encouragement to, and Increaſe of the 
"French Plantations; and as they have within theſe 
Trade, ſo it can't be a much longer time before 
1 Condition will be the ſame with our Sugar 

Trade. ** Et a 


motion d to, and it was intended by them, that 


ſons to believe, that the French are confirmed in 
_ granted by King Philip to his Grandfather, 


a as 1 : F - 6% . Wy FS ICS . 
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not, ſo inconſiderate, as to accept it on the Terms 
her Majeſty has acquainted her Parliament. 

"Tis not much more than Thirty Years, that 
the only Settlement the French were poſſelled ot 
in the Weſt Indies was Martineco, ſince this they 
have ſettled Guardalupe, and increaſed their Settle- 


> 
. 
1 


ſo increaſed them during two Wars, what may it 


— 


ibits, or prevents either us or the Dutch (Woo 


four or. five Years beat us almoſt out of our Indigo 


| 1n I709 and 1710, the then Miniſtry had ies, 3 1 


at the General Treaty of Peace it ſhould be 

demanded for the French to reſtore to the Si. 
ardi ſuch part as they poſſeſſed of the Iſland of Hi. 
Paniola; but inſtead of that there are good Rea- 


their Poſſeſſion by rhe Ceſſion of the whole Ifland 


As it is very much to befeared, from what have 
ſaid, that the Plantations in general will ſuffer, 
and be of little Conſequence to Great Britain in a 
few Years, ſo the lſland of Jamaica, of ſuch Concern 
to it in regard to its Situation or Nearneſs to New 
e cannot whenever we have a Rupture with 
France, without a vaſt Charge, as well as great Fore- 
32 flight, 
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fight, remain long in the Hands or Poſſeſſion of the 
ubjects of it, ſince in twenty four Hours Sail the 
. French from any part of Hiſpaniola can be upon it; 
tis needleſs to oy more, as to the Danger Jamaica 
s in; then obſerve, that in the Year 1693 the In- 
babitants of Hiſpaniola form'd an-Expedition at 
their own Charge againſt it, and over-run and de- 
_ ſtroyed the greateſt part of it, though ir muſt be 
. own'd that the Year before the Iſland had ſuffered 
© very great Loſs by the Earthquake in its Inhabi- 
tants, and the Sickneſs that followed; yet not- 
withſtanding on enquiring into the State and Con- 
dition of the Iſland at that time, twill be found 
to have had a much greater Number of White | 
Mien, or Inhabitants upon it, than fince; and it | 
is certain, and muſt be lamented, that at this pre- ; 
ſent the Number of them is leſs than they have 
been for 40 Years paſt. Ds 
I The Celle Gert Demand of Duties on Prize Goods 
brought into the Iſland occaſioned ſeveral thouſand 
Sea-faring Men to leave it about three Years ago; 
and the Proceedings of the Admiral or Commander 
in Chief in thoſe Parts has alſo induc'd conſidera- 
ble Numbers to do the ſame, and have in many 
Reſpetts been of very great Prejudice to the Trade 
and Tntereſt of the Iſland. : 5 
Now as the other Iſlands belonging to Great Bri- 
tain in the Weſt Indies have little or no Trade, fo. 
tis their Produce only makes them valuable; but 
the Ifſland of Jamaica is not only valuable for its 
Producte, but alſo for its Situation for Trade with 
the Spaniards ; and in Caſe of a War to obſtruct 
or annoy with the Queens Ships or Privateers from 
"thence, not only the French Trade to and from 
Hiſpaniola but theirs, the Spaniards, or any other 
Nations Trade with New Sain on the North 
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"Tis neceſſary to obſerve, to make good more 
fully what 1 premiſed in the beginning, that all 
Ships or Veſſels bound to Jamaica from any part 
of Europe, Africa or America, make the Iſland of 
Hiſpamola, and come down on the South ſide of 
it, and that all Ships or. Veſlcls in their return 
from Jamaica to Great Britain, or any other part, 
either turn up, ( after. clear of the Eaſt end of it) 
on the North ſide of Hiſpaniola, and South ſide 
ol Cuba, or take their. Paſſage through the Golph 
of Florida, and paſs by, and generally go in ſight 
of the Havana on Cuba, which is juſt. at the ok 
pening of the ſaid Golph z and as Monfieur G. 
ſat has by his late Grant from the French: King, 4 
plainly Florida included and comprehended, ſo tis 
moſt certain, that whoever are in Poſſeſſion of ſuch 
an Extent of Land as ſeems granted him, will be 
Maſter of the Canal of Babama, and ſo Neigbbour- 
ing to the Iſland of Cuba, that it will not be diſſi- 
cult to hinder. the Paſſage of any Ships or Veſſels 
that way, as well as it will not from Hiſpaniole, ,, 
to hinder them either coming or going to . 
maica, or returning from thence the other Paſſagec 
above- mentioned. TY, 14 bd 
| I ſhould proceed, but that I fear I have already 
tired you, and that you will repent you gave me 
the Invitation: However, I hope what I have ſaid 
is enough for you to infer Conſequences, and that 
it will occaſion you and other Gentlemen to pre- 
vent them whatever you can. * 2001 
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Aving in 2 former Letter given you my 


11 Thoughts both of the Advantage and Con- 
ſequence of the Iſland! Jamaica to Great - Britain, as 


well as the Danger we are in of loſing it when 
ever we have another War with France, and now 
taking the Aſiento, or Contract, of allowing the 
Subjects of Great · Britain the liberty of importing 


Negroes into the Spaniſh Mel. Indies on the Foot 


thereof, to be very Diſadvantageous to the ſaid 
Hand, I ſhall give you my Thoughts thereupon, 
and ſhow, that the ſaid Contract wilt prove a Loſs 
even to them who ſhall accept it. 122 


As I have before acquainted you, that the pri- 
vate Trade from Jamaica to the Coaſt of New 


Fain, has been very conſiderable, and brought 
more Mony into her Majeſty's Dominions in a 
Year, than the Contract can, admitting the 4800 


Negroes, or more, ſhould be taken off yearly by 


the Sani ard, ſo tis to be feared, that this Con- 
tract will ſoon put an end to the ſaid Trade; and 


abu ir number of Merchants, or Factors, and 
Ses, faring Men, will be prevented going to J. 


maica, as well as many now Inhabitants of and 
belonging to the Iſland, will be obliged to leave 
it; and that as much leſs of the Manufactures of 


Gro at · Britain, cc. and Proviſions from Ireland will 


be ſent to the Iſland ; fo the quantity of Shipping 
that went yearly to it, will conſequently leſſen 
and fall ſhort; whereby the Planter that can't 


Ship the Produce of his Plantation to Great - Bri- 


ain, will be under a Neceſſity to ſell it at a much 


lower Priee, and he that can Ship it, muſt give a 


much higher Freight. That theſe and many more 
will be the Conſequences to Jamaica from this 
. Con: 


5 
q 
ö 


tiſts, has been acknowledg'd by the Contractors 
Contract in the 42d Article, wherein tis ſtipuls- 


that it was given to her Majcſty, in Condeſcenſi- 


fince by the ſaid Contract I will take upon me to 
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Contra& is undeniable, unleſs thoſe, who tis ſaid 
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are to have it, will not make uſe of the Power 


with the Government, &c. (ſtipulated in the faid _ 
Contract, to prevent the Subjects of Great-Britain, 
and the Plantations, from importing Negroes, un- 
der Penalty of Forfeiture) or by their Agents, ( 

tis to he fearcd twill be in their Power) obſtruct 
or binder the Trade they may or can otherwiſe 
have for Merchandize with the Spaniards.  _ 
That the Contract for ſupplying the Paniards 
with Negroes, has prov'd a; loſs to former Aſhen» 


themſeives;z but to make that good, we have this 


red, + | ht confivering the Loſſes which, former 
6 Aſſentiſls have ſuſtained, the King bas been 
5 pleas'd to allow to the Company of this Aſfen- 
© zifts a Ship of 0 Tuns to Trade withal yearly 
© to the Weſt- Indies, during the 30 Years of this 


Contract, on condition they ſhall not attempt 


c any unlawful Trade. But ſurely this Permiſſion 
is not look'd upon, or eſteem'd by any Perſon that 
has conſider'd the Country, Cc. where the Goods 
are to be ſent, and the uncertainty of there heing 
fold, to be any Advantage to the Affienti/ts.... 
But on the contrary, a certain Loſs. tg them, for 
by the faid Article tis ſtipulated, © That the Goods 
© ſhall lye in Warehouſes till the Arrival of the 
* Flota's and Galleons, and be ſold only at the 
time of the Fair, which is generally but one in 


thtee Yeass, and fometimes longer. 


We are told in the Preamble to this cap | 


on and Complacency to her, as the Nraught was 
put into King Philip's Hands by Don Manuel Ae. 
»aſſe; Gilligan, at which I am not a little ſurpria 
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ay (tho? by the Reſervation to King Philip in the 
„42d Article, as well as in the Hints, as to the Repay- 
ment of the 200000 pieces of Eight to be advanced 
him in other Articles, it be taken for granted, it will 
be a very profitable thing for the Aſfentiſti, and has 


her Majeſty, to be of very great Benefit and Con- 
ſideration to- Great-Britain) that not any Body of 
her Majeſty's Subjects will be Gainers, or the King- 
dom have any new Advantage, or Supply of Mony 
accrue to Her thereby. 


Il T moſt confeſs, I think all that the Perſons 


to whom the ſettling of a Contract was left to, 
had to have adviſed, was for us to require and 
demand of King Philip, (which ſurely. he would 
Have agreed to in Condeſcenſion and Complacency 
to our giving him Spain and the Indies.) 


That the Britiſb Nation ſhould have been the 
only Nation or People that ſhould have ſupplied 
the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies with Negroes, and have li- 
berty of doing it at what Ports and Places, and in 
ſuch number as they ſhould think fir, paying the 
Duties required; hereby many Inconvenicnces, as 
to Rules, Reſtrictions, and being liable on every 


* occaſion to an Arbitrary Power in ſo diſtant 3 


Country, as well as a Partnerſhip with a King, &c. 
would have been avoided, and no Subject of Great- 
Britain, or the Plantations, excluded this Trade, 
and conſequently the (aid Trade enlarged, and more 
diffuſive among her Majeſty's Subjects, as well as 
of more Advantage to Creat-Britarn. fea” 
Now on the Foot of this Contract, as the Aſien- 
tiſts are to have Princes for their Parties, they are 
to advance in conſideration of having half of the 
Profits (if any be made) of the ſaid Trade, to King 


Philip about 000 l. to be repaid at the Expirati- 
on of the Contract, but no Proyiſion is made how 


Or 


been 1 out and aſſerted in ſeveral Addreſſes to 
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er in what manner, as alſo his Shate-for'the cixry- 
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ing on of the ſaid Trade. Beſides, the Afientiſts 
are, from March 1712, to pay yearly the Duties of 
33 pieces of Eight, and one third on 4000; Ne“? | 
grocs at Madrid, The whole on theſe ſeveral of 
Heads will amount to a conſiderable Sum of Mo- 5 
ny; and may it not juſtly be feared that the S- | 
nierds, ſince tis no tettled Price they are to give 4 
by the Contract, will often delay buying, in order 
to fall the Price; and that in the ſeveral hundred 
of Negroes that may be brought at one Shipping. 
or in one ſhort time, they will take only ſuch as are 
upon Examination the Choice of the Number; and 
further, tis a hardſhip upon the Affentiſtt to pay 
Cuſtom annually for ſuch a. number of Negroes, 
tho? they do not find it for their Intereſt to ſend or 
import them; or they are not able in the Courſe 
ofthe Trade to do it; as a much greater hardſhip 
to pay the Duties in 15 Days after the Arrival of 
the Negroes on the Coaſt of New Spain, when ma- 
ny may dye before they are or can be ſold, eſpe- 
cially conſidering what Numbers muſt be ſickly if 
the Voyage be long. | ki * 
ln my Opinion, as this Contract bears hard up- 
on the Aſjentifts, ſo it ſeems calculated to prohibit 
all our other Trade with the Spaniards in the Me- 
Indies, but on the ſooting thereof, or in the man- 
ner therein preſcrib;d, and to hinder many uſeful 
Diſcoveries in point of enlarging our Trade, as 
alſo to be an eff. tual Bar to the Settlements and 
Commerce of the Soutb-Sea Company into the 
Sourb-Seasz from which, ever ſince the preſent 
Lord Treaſurer's opening the Project in Parliament 
for paying the publick Debts, we have been told 
and made to believe (as by ſeveral Addreſſes to the 
Queen may be ſecn) ſuch wonderful Advantages, 
as to Trade, would accrue to the Kingdom. = 

A al 


That we are thus fruftrated of the Settlements 
we were encouraged to expect from the Sani ſp 
Dominions in the Zndtes; as well as in our Trade 


= - thither, I take to-be very hard, and an indifferent 
Dompenſation for the Favour we have done the 


Houſe-of: Bourbon, in not continuing the War with 
our Allies, when twas certainly in our Power; 
with them, to have recovered the whole Spaniſh 


Monarchy our of their Hands, and to have had the 


Trade of the Spani ſb Weſt- Indies to our ſelves, b 
obliging the French to have ſtipulated, as in th 
Preliminary in 709. that to wit, particularly and 
eſpecially France ſhall never become prſſeſſed of the 


eiſe Commerce under any Pretext whatſoever. 


in * E I am, Sir, yours, Gs. 
r — — — — Om mc 
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* Anſwer to yours of the 2d 3 I aſſure 
1 you my Apprehenſions and Thoughts continue 
the ſame, and I am the more confirm d in them by 
what has occured to me ſince; l am truly concern d to 
hear that ſome Managers of the Sourb-S:a Company 
adviſe and declare themſelves ſo warmly for the 
Prevention and Ruin of the private Trade carried on 
from the Iſland of Jamaica in the Weſt- Indies, with 
the Spaniards on the North Coaſt of New Spain; 
IJ heartily wiſh theſe Gentlemen, or the 4frentiſfts, 
(which is a thing to be feared) do not by their 


powerful Intereſt find means of doing it, ſince tis 


ſo neceſſary for the Intereſt of them; however fa- 
tal to the Intereſt of Jamaica, as well as of 
Great-Britain, Ireland, and the Northern Colonies 
of America. , | h 


K It 


Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, nor ſeud Ships thirber to erer- 
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vigation and Produce of our Northern Colonies; 


Y 


- 


them the occaſion of acquainting themſelves with 
irs true Intereſt,) of what, Conſequence. the En- 
couragement and Preſervation the Iſland of Far 
maica is to Great-Britain, &c. and the Danger 


eſpecially if the Trade above-mentioned be-ruined, 
which will greatly diminiſh its Strength of Peo- 
ple) or from the Force of its Neighbours on Hi. 


the French or Engliſb ones in t Parts, already 
formidable, and daily increaſing in People and in 
new Settlements. A ns 


Beſides what I have already taken notice to you; © 


of what Concern this Iſland is to Great. Britain, in 
reſpect to its Situation, yearly Produce in Sugar, 


In go, Se. and the Mony brought into her Ma» 
jeſty's Dominions annually by their Trade from 


thence (tho* Colluſive) with the Spaniards: Tis 
alſo of Concern to it, not only as it gives Encou- 
ragement by its Trade to New Spain, to the Na- 


particularly New Tork and Pen/ilvania, but as that 
Trade finds Employment for a great number of 
Veſſels and Sea-faring Men at and from that land, 
wherein conſiſts the beſt Strength of it. 
Shall then the Intereſt and Proſperity of ſo valu- 
able, beneficial, and even neceſſary an I ſland to 
Great · Britain, and other her Majeſty's Dominions, 
have no regard ſhewn to it? And ſhall a certain 


advantageous Trade to the Subjects of Great. 


Britain have an End put to it, to make room for 
an uncertain one, and one Diſadvantageous to the 
Undertakers; for 'tis not to be denied, but the 


private 


I 
It hi Wen Conſideration of all her 
Majeſty ubjects, and eſpecially the Lords of 
Trade and Plantations, (whoſe Places ſhauld give 


aniola; an Iſland, beſides its largeneſs to any of 


* 


there will be of its falling into the Hands of he 
French upon a Rupture With that Nation, (more 


— 
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ſpect to its Trade to New Spain. and by erecting 


6 


private Trade above-mentioned, has brought more 


rade into her Majeſty's Dominiens. for many 
Fears paſt than can be brought into them on the 
the 


foot o Affento Contract: And that alſo ſuch 
Trade has been more profitable to the private Tra- 
ders or Merchants, than the ſaid Contract will be 
to the Sour Sea Company or Affentiſts, But this 
1 muſt own, that the Treaſury of Spain will be ad- 


vanced by the Trading en the foot of the Con- 


tract, more than by the private Trade, which per- 
haps is the true Reaſon for the Warmth of ſome 
Men for its being deſtroyed. | 


Now conſidering this, and that by the Aﬀeenta 9 


Contract the Saut h- Sea Company, or Aſſentiſts, are 
not to Trade into the South-Seas, or in any oth 


; manner to New Spain, than by the ſaid Contract 


reſcribed; where then are the great things (we 
ve been told of) obtained for Greaz-Britain in re- 


the Sourb-Sea Company? Or how have the Nati- 
on's Debrs been paid without one penny Charge 
to the People, when nothing is more notorious 


than that ſince the erecting the Souzb-Sea Compa- 


ny, there has been raiſed by Parliament, the Sum 
of roooO0 l. yearly for the Intereſt of their Debt; 


and that there are Funds charged (which till 1716. 


are appropriated to other uſes) to raiſe and pay the 
Intereſt of their Debt to Perpetuity, or till the 
Nation finds means of paying it ofl. 

Surely had any ſuch Advantages accrued to the 
Nation, either from the erecting of the Sourb-Sea 
Company, or the Aſiento Contract, or the late 
Peace, every body would have felt and readily ac- 
knowledged the Benefit of them, and been able 
to have pointed out to any Objectors, the Parti- 
cukrs gained in Trade, unenjoyed before by the 
Subjects of Great - Britain. 4 


ern 
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As 1 have formerly hinted to you, I wiſh due 


Reflection was made by every Subject of Great- 
Britain, on the ſending Goods in the manner 


preſcrib'd in the 42d Article of the Mento Con- 
tract: This I muſt confeſs will be a new Me- 


thod of Trading to New Sain, but I deny its be- 
ing any new Advantage in point of Trade to the 
Subjects of Great · Hriiain; tis only taking from the 

Trade we had before the laſt War, and might 
(as tis ſaid we have Peace with Spain, and 11 — 


rade on the footing we had it in the Reign of 
King Charles the IId.) expect again to and from 


Cadix, Port St. Mary, &c. Tis well if this man- 


ner of Trading, as by the ſaid 42d Article pre- 
ſcribed, do not (which *tis my ſettled Opinion it 


will) prove a Diſcouragement to, and leſſening 


of the Exportation of the Manufactures, and con- 


ſequently rhe Trade of this Kingdom, on the ge- 
neral Ballance with the Spawiſh Nation. Fu 


For as this manner of Trade will certainly leſſen 


the number of Brizjþ Gentlemen from going or 


living as formerly, or otherwiſe as Factors in Cadiz, 
Port St. Maries, &c. (whoſe Friends or Acquain- 


' cances when there wou'd keep them more or \leſs 


employ'd) ſo thoſe Places were the Mart of our 
Manufactures for the Indies, and there the Traders 
or Merchants who embarked on the Galleons and 


Flota's, informed themſelves what Species and 


Quantities were bought up and Ship'd from time 
to time; or 'twere generally encouraging for them, 
ſeverally to buy or take with them upon each Fleet; 
which they muſt be at a loſs in, if the Sourb-See 


Company or Afrentiſts do Trade according to the 


manner preſcribed in the 42d Article of the Afento 
Contract afore-mentioned; and as the Dealing up- 


on ſuch Uncertainties will prevent our Merchants 
from ſending the quantities of our ManufaQtures (as 


formerly, and ſome People have the aſſurance to ex- 


pet 


_ 
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* or each Country, ſhould they be ſeized, i 
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pelt now) to Cadiz, Port St. Maries, Ce. fo "twill 


prevent the Trader or Merchants that Embark on 
the Galleons and Flota's (as may be probably con- 


res ſent to thoſe Places by our 


_FeQur'd) from buying any of the {mall Quantities 
15 Britiſh Manufatto * | 
Merchants; or from their taking any of our Ma- 
nufactures with them to fell on our Merchants 
Accounts, as has been formerly practis'd, and be 
"the means of turning the former manner of Trade, 
and occaſion thole Traders and Merchants to New 


ain to buy the Goods of, and be concerned in this 
Trade with other Nations; conſider, I pray, the 
"Conſequences of this to Great- Britain, _ 

I muſt freely confeſs to you, that to me it will 
ſeem to be very impolitick (were it no Diſad- 
vantage in general, as evidently it muſt be to her 


- Majeſty's Dominions) for Great- Britain, either by a 


aw, to put a ſtop to, or otherwiſe Diſcountenance 
or Diſcourage the Subjects of it from Trading in 
what manner they can with any Nation or People, 
where tis their Intereſt, and an Advantage to this 


Kingdom they ſhould; as plainly in this Caſe. 


It may be fhowen, (if any are ſo weak as to queſtion 
it) that every Kingdom, or State, that have Co- 
Ionics and Plantations abroad, and under their ſe- 
veral immediate Governments, act in the ſame man- 
ner as the Kingdom of Old Spain doth in _— 
to any other Kingdoms or States Subjects trading 


to New Spain; and do not permit any of the Stib- 
jects of fuch other Kingdom or State to trade to 


uch their Colonies and Plantations ; And whoe- 
ver does Trade to them, and not Subjects of, and 
come not from the Dominions of the Government 


© They are ſeverally under, the Ship and Goods are 


liable to a Forfeiture by the Laws, Cuſtoms, &c. 


And 


* 
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from the certain Declaration of ſome Men who are 
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And therefore thoſe Perſons that Trade, do it 
colluſively, and are conſtantly upon their Guard; 
but tho each particular Kingdom and State have 
Laws, Cuſtoms, Cc. to prevent the Subjects of 
others from Trading to their Colonies and Planta- 


tions, yet no one Kingdom or State have any Laws, 
Cuſtoms, &e. to prevent or reſtrain its own Sub- 


jects from Trading to the Colonies or Plantations 


of any other Kingdom or State; ſurely then we 
ſhall conſider well before we do a thing ſo much 
againſt the Intereſt of the Trading Subjects of her 
Majeſty s Dominions, and the general Advantage 


of the Kingdom, and nor exclude our ſelyes, and 


leave this Beneficial method and way of Trade to 
be carried on and on by the French, Dutch, 
and other Nations, of every one of whom, by our 
Situation, we have certainly a very great Advan- 
tage in carrying on the ſaid Trade. | 
I heartily wiſh my Apprehenſions, which ariſe 


looked upon as great Managers in the Article of 
the Trade of the Nation, may have no Foundation, 


and that no Law be Enacted, or Orders given 


or 
Power interfere, to prevent or diſcourage the Sub- 
ets of Great-Britain or the Plantations, from 
rading as uſual with the Spaniards. And alſo, 
that not any Aſſiſtance (with our Men of War or 
otherwiſe) be given by the Government to the 


South-Sea Company, or Afrentiſts, fot the ſizing 


of any Ship or Veſſel belonging to the Subject 
Great · Britain Trading with the Sꝓaniardi, exclu- 


ſive of, and not within the Limits of the Chatter 
of the Sourb-Sea Company. 


As our Colonies and Plantations are certainly all 


in ſome meaſure very valuable to Great Britain, 
and its Intereſt to Preſerve and Encourage, fo 1 


muſt repeat to you again the Iſland of Jamaica in 


£8] | 

a more particular manner, which gives me hopes, 
. whatever may be the deſign of ſome Men who are 
for ruining the Trade with the Spaniards, that the 
neceſſary regard will be had to its Preſervation and 
Encouragement by the Government. 


A Tam, STR, Yours, &c. 


SIX. May 5, 1714. 
ATIs no ſmall Satisfaction to me, that my Let- 
1 ters have given you and others an Idea of 
the Conſequence, and the Advantage the Iſland of 
Jamaica is to Great Britain, not only for its Situa- 
tion, and the Trade carried on from it with the 
Spantards; but for its Produce in Sugar, Indigo, 
&c. and Conſumption of the Goods and Merchan- 
dizes of and from Great Britain, whereby conſide- 
rable Employment is given to the Navigation of 
the Kingdom. | e 
And | can't but tell youg that I am pleaſed to 
find you are of Opinion with me, that the Aſſento 
Contract will never Anſwer; and that carrying on 
2 Trade on the foot of it, as in 42 Articles, will 
be ruinous to our Trade to the Indies, formerly 
from Cadiz, &c.. as well as to that from Jamaica, 
and other the Britiſb Plantations ; and I wiſh with 
you, that ſome means could be found out, and en- 
tred upon, ſo that the French Encreale in their Set- 
tlements, eſpecially on Hiſpaniola, might not, 
as you juſtly infer from my Letrers, endanger Fa+ 
. prarcay and occaſion its falling (upon a Rupture 
ith France) into their Hands, and our Sugar 
rade being loſt to the Kingdom. | 
| *Tis above eighteen Months that the Aſiento 
Contract has been agreed, and Goods have _ | 

PET Ib pt 
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ſhiptby the South Sea Company ; and tis from the 
Motions of the Company not unlikely, that the Ships 
may ſtay here, before they Sail, as much longer as the 
Goods have been ſhipt. Such Delays, in Proſe- 
cution of a Trade which has been declared on ſo 
many Occaſions, and the People made to believe, 
ſo very advantageous an one, ſeems very extraordi- 
nary ; ſure ſuch Delays, ſhould not be made, ſince 
the former Trade from Cadia, Ce. is (as tis pre- 
tended ) to be made good, and much improved and 
enlarged to Great Britain, by one on the foot of 
Aſiento Contract, tho' no Ship has been ſent, and 
it may be an Ugcertainty when any may; yet that 
great Quantizielſof Goods have been bought up by 
the Sourb Sea Company, has reſounded all over the 
Kingdom, and did not a little Service in making 
People think much better of the Peace with France 
and Spain at the late Election, then at preſent they 
find any Reaſon tor. „ 2 ts TY 


. 


: 
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Beſides thofe Particulars, mentioned in my former 
Letters, of trading on the foot of the 4ffiento Con- 
tr. & being detrimental to the general Intereſt of 
Great Britain, | am now to take Notice to you that 
all Letters from Cadiz, Port St. Mary's, &c. to oui 
Merchants in London, Briſtol, &c. give them very 
Melancholy Accounts of the State and Condition 
of the Trade there; and in particular, that it is 
chiefly in the Hands of, and carried on by the 
French, and that the Treaty of Commerce ſubject⸗ 
the, Trade from Great Britain to ſuch Hardſhips, as 
were never before known in Sain: And from the 
Illand of Famaica tis abundantly confirmed by all 
Letters, that the Trade ever enjoy'd from thenee 
with the Spaniards is in a manner loft, four French 
Men of War being ſtationed upon the Coaſt of New 
5p41n, to prevent and interrupt their Trading. 
'Fis given our theſe Ships are lent the King of 

4 C Spain, 


3 „„ ; 
- Spain, and act by vertue of Spaniſh Commiſſions; 
already they bave taken or ſeized ſome Trading 
Veſſels belonging to Jamaica, to a conſidera- 
ble Value; therefore be pleaſed to obſerve, that 
-While our Trade from Jamaica is thus prevented 
and interrupted, the French enjoy and carry on (and 
by this means more advantagiouſly) their Trade in 
the Sauth Seas, where, all Letters in February and 
March laſt from Jamaica inform the Traders here, 
that there were Trading above twenty Sail of French 
Ships; andd at this time many Ships are fitting out 
in ſeveral Poris of France for the fame Voyage. 
Fou very well know that I was out of England 
When the Doctor was Condemn'd by the Queen, 
Lords and Commons; and did not return till her 
Majeſty had procured her Subjects a Peace; and 
therefore had never read the Act, Entituled, An 
Att for making good Deficiencies, and ſatisfying the 
Publick.Credit;. and for erefling a Corporation to carry 


on 4 Trade to the South Seas; and for the Encourages 


ment of the Fiſbery; and for Liberty to Trade in un- 
wrought Iron with the Sub jecti of Spain, and to repeal the 
Atty for Regiſtring Seamen, ill very few Days ago, 
hen I met with the following remarkable Preamble 
for erecting the Soutb Sea Company, vin. 
Wbereas it is of the greateſt Conſequence to 
he Honour and Welfare of this Kingdom, and 
for the Increaſe · of the Strength and Riches there- 
of; and for the vending the Product and Manu- 
facture, Goods and Merchandizes of or brought 
| *,anto this Kingdom, and Employment of the Poor, 
©. that a Trade ſhould: be carried on to the Sutb 
Seas, and other Parts in America, within the Li- 
mits herein after mentioned, which cannot be fo 
ſecurely and ſucceſsfully begun and carried on, as 
| co, a Corporation, with a joint Stock, excluſive 
£.C all ot 


hers. Now for the better Encourage- 
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ment of all and every the Perſon or Perſons, BoJy 
Ppolitick or Corporate, who ſhall be or become 
Members of the ſaid Company or Corporation, 
to be erected as aforeſaĩd; and to the end and iu- 
© tent that a Trade to the South Seat, and other 


parts of America, within the Limits herein aftet 
mentioned, may be carried on . for 


the Advantage and Honour of this 

it eta; . ER 70 
The feading of this Preamble immediately 

brought into my Mind many things in the Afienro 


gdom; Be 


LY 


Contract, and in particular theſe Words in the 42d 


Article, viz. « The ſaid Company ſhall not carry 
© on, or attempt any unlawful Trade, or other 
© Trade than ſpecified" in the ſaid Contract, direct- 
ly or indirectly, under any Pretence whatſoever ; 
which Words ſeem calculated ro prohibit all o- 
ther Trade with the Spaniards in the Indies, and 
are an effectual Bar to the Settlement and Com- 
merce of the South Sea Company into the South Sear, 
from a Trade, whence, as by the recited Preamble, 
ſuch wonderful Advantages were to aecrue to the 
* Thus you ſee this epected adunntagioli: 
Trade that was to have vended the Manufacture of 
this Kingdom, and found Employment for the 
Poor, is entirely given up, and loſt to Great Bri- 
rain; and as the Duties laid by the Treaty of Com- 
merce on our Goods and Merchandize (as agreed by 
all Merchants) will ruin the Trade mas have 
been expected to the Kingdom of Old Spain, ſo it 
is to be preſumed, that che number of French Ships 
Trading to the Sourh Seas, will not only occaſion 
the Caſe of the Sourh Sea Company (ſhould they 
ſend Goods to New Spain, as by the 42d Article 
they have Liberty) to be much worſe than I have 
repreſented it; but alſo, together with the French 
Guard Ships, prevenc and wholly put an end to the 
FEM C 2 Trade 
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Trade with We Spaniards from Jamaica, wh ich 
has hrought from 200000 J. to 2700 J. yearly ins 
tothis Kingdom, as I have before obſerved. + 
The preſent Condition and Circumſtance of our 
Trade ormerly enjoyed to Old and New Spain, de- 
ſerves ſeriouſly to, be attended to, and — 
eaery Man that is a Well: wiſher and Lover of 14 
Country; and was every, Man to make Enquiry 
thercinto,, * would find the Advantages formerly 
| Enjoyed by England, in having the Trade to theſe 
Kingdoms chiefly. to it ſelf, to be (as I have taken 
otice to you) moſtly enjoy d by the French, and if 
ſuffer'd,to go on thus, they will, engroſs it wholly 
to themſelves, and ſoon become Maſters of the Pro- 
duct and Trade of America. and ee ol 
that of the greateſt part of Europe. . 
This muſt be the Caſe, and bardly comadiable as 
things are with us, or ſince Spain and the Indies 
have been left. in the Poſſeſſion of one of the Houle 
of Bourbon; and a Trade ever valuable to Great 
itain is rained, by being thrown (and other of 
her Majeſty N depriv d of enjoying it) into 
the Hands of a Company, who, not to mention 
the parties and Diviſi ons among them ever deſtru- 
Rive to Trade, tho“ ſo long erected, and ſo long 
an Aſiento Contract given them, have not ſent a 
piece of 55 Manufacture, or a Negro, either 
into the Sourb ea or wy * e en 4 
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5 Aving received yours, 8 you deſire me 
/ to give you the State of the ſland of Fa» 
. waice, with reſpect to the Soldiers there; and he- 
7 ther there be any occaſion for them now in time of 
7 Peace, by reaſon it will. be very ſoon conſiderd in 
2 yo our Houle ; in compliance with your Commands, 
n 
if 


way Ti 


ſha:l do it as far as | am capable. 
Since by my former Letters you are well infortii'd 
y ll of the Conſequences and Advantages of that [fland 
1 to Great. Britain, therefore on this Subject I need 
oh only (ay, tht thoſe Advantages (ab ing them 
from other Conſiderations) do ina great meaſute de- 
as ¶ pend ou the Security of that Iſland; the Merchants 
es IN trading thither, and the Factors going to, and re- 
; ſiding in it; and that this Security the Soldiers org 
ay to the Iſland, and are ſtill neceſſ ry for the 
Preſervation. of it; and in caſe they ſhould be re- 
call'd, would (in that particular only) very rk 
endanger the Trade and Safety of the and, 
For the Negroes. on the Iſland being wd; of 

89000, and the white People not above 2000, may 
at any time. riſe and deſtroy the white People; to 
prevent which, as well as ſecure themſelves from 
an Enemy in time of War, or Pyrates in time of 
Peace, there are conſtant Guards kept in the Forts, 
and ſeveral parts of the Iſland, which before the 
„Soldiers came thither were ſerv'd by the Inhabi- 
tants, but was a very great Toil and Fatigue to 
them, occaſion'd the Death of many white People, 
eſpecially newly come to the Iſland; and was con- 
12 5 ently very pre judicial to the Trade and Buſineſs 
K, it. Not to mention that ſuch Guards were not, 
— could be ſo __ ſerv'd by the Militia, as by 
Regular Forces, eſpecially in thoſe Forts where 

there were any number of * Guns, Ge. 


This 
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This Danger from the Negroes, and the Ne- 

ceſſity there was for having white — in Num- 

bers, the firſt Settlers or Inhabitants in 1672, were 
ſo ſenſible of, that there was a Law made, to 
oblige every Maſter of Negroes to keep a white 

Man to the firſt five, and one to every ten aſter- 

wards, _ at that time the white People in the 

Iſland were fix to one, or more, than what they 

are at preſent; and the Negroes not above one 

third to what they are now; and the Ifland had no 
ſuch formidable Neighbour, as I have before ſhewn 


- " 


the French on Hiſpaniola now are. OF. 
Tbe Iſland having extremely decreaſed in People 
ſince the great Earthquake, the Inhabitants, upon 
the Apprehenſions of the former War, humbly de- 
ſir d his late Majeſty, for the Security of the Iſland, 
to ſend a number of Soldiers thither, which was 
rccordingly granted, and have been in part conti - 


nued there by her preſent Majeſtxy. 

In Conſideration of the Service and Security the 
Soldiers were to the and, both from Enemies 
without, and the Negroes within, and the diffe- 
rence of their living there, and in Great Britain or 
Treland, they have been allow'd an additional Subſi- 
ſtence of 3g. a Week fora private Soldier, and 20. 
2 Week to an Officer, over and above their Pay on 
the Eſtabliſhment of Great Britain; which additio- 
val Subſiſtance has been rais'd by a Law, obliging 
every Maſter of Negroes to pay a certain Rate for 
every white Man he had not, in proportion to a certain 
number of Negroes, according to, or upon the Model 
of the Law made in 1672, which is not repeal'd, but 
has been diſpens'd with, during the continuance of 
the Law for an additional Subſiſtance of the Soldiers. 
As this Law varies from the other in the Exe- 

Eution, ſo the proportion which was a white Ma 
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| was ſoon rais'd for every thirty, and thus in a great 


meaſure became the Decreaſe of white Me.. 


I ſhall not trouble you with the unaccountab] "8 


and moſt etxraordinary Proceedings of rhe Aſſembly ' 
of Jamaica, you having great part of them before 
you, furthor than taking notice, that notwithſtand⸗ 
ing the Facts aforeſaid, the Majority (being actu- 
ated by Paſſion and Prejudice) did, withvar any 
regard to the Intereſt of the Wland, refuſe and de- 
clare againſt allowing the Soldiers ſuch additional © 
Subſiſtence, any longer than the firſt of this Month; 
and are endeavouring by their Agents or Friends 
here (tho? no Addreſs of Thanks for them, orRepre- 
ſentation of their being a Charge to the land, nor 
any Requeſt be made by the Country to the Queen) 
to get them recall'd: Altho' the Soldiers, which * 
have been at times 700, are now reduced to 300 
therefore are not half the Charge to the Hand as 
formerly ; And as by the Peace the Produce of 
the 1 comes fafely ro Market, fo by be- 
ing brought cheaper to it, and ſelling at a greater 
Price, ho 8 — 57 is much wes, {or os — | 
them an additional Subſiſtence than formerly: And 
in caſe the Soldiers ſhould be recall d, conſidering 
the preſent Circumſtances of the Iſland, tis to be 
fear d the Iſland would be in Danger, not only 
from an Invader, but even ſrom the Negroes with- 
in; and the Merchants will be diſcourag'd from 
ſending their Effects thither, and the Factors and 
Men of Buſineſs from going to, or reſiding in the 
Iſland, whereby the Trade will be in a great mea» 
ſure loſt, even on this account only. e 
Afcer what I have ſaid to you on this Head, 1 
ſhall now, Sir, defire you to conſider thallliow- 
ing Extracts out of my Lord Arch. Hamilton, Go- 
vernor of Famaica s, Letters to the Lords of Trade 


C 4 | and 


| i 
and Plantations, hy which you will, ſee his Lord- 
Mip's Senſe on this matter. 
lu 4 Letter dated the 160th of Odober, his Lo 
ſhip writes, Thar the Negroes had lately cut in 
jeces two white Men in-open Day, and he can- 
* but from this Conſideration propoſe the Ne- 
_ *reflity of continuing ſome Regular Forces, at leaſt 
© for ſome time after the Peace, or until the Ifland 
© can reap the Benefit.of it by an addition of white 


Men there, or otherwiſe the Iſland may be liable 


A to ſome unlucky Diſaſter hy an Inſurrection. 
And in the ſaid Letter his Lordſhip further adds 
That from what he ſays, he believes that. Board 


will be of Opinion, that they are not altogether 
it to be left by themſelves ; er that ar leaſt 300 


Men, which might be independent Companies 


© and of much leſs Charge to her Majeſty, WO ud 


* be neceſſary in time of Peace to Garrilon the Forts, 


* 


c and keep other Guards, to which he attributes 


much of the Quiet this Iſland has hitherto en- 


joy d. 
And in another; Luer of the zyth of Ocrober, 


ſays farther, © Thar if any thing ike what he had 
: * Honour to write to their Lordſhips, ſhould be 


<Yeſolv'd on, he is perſwaded the Country will 


On 1 earfully go 1 it, notwithſtanding the factious 
e never been ſatis» — 


ndeavours of a few, 

© fied with any 
, Havin 
of the 


Ain relationto the Soldiers, and con- 


firm d What I have ſaid, by my Lord Hamilton's 
Letters' to. the Board of Trade, I do not in the 
leaſt queſtion, but , that from the uſual Pru- 


dence and 
ever de 
ons, yo 
guilhing Qualifications have gain' d in your 


Honous 


Concern for your Country, and what- 
ds on it, ſo viſible in all your Acti- 


Kis manner given you the State 


I employ that Intereſt your” diſtin- 


"A, wo "we: on 7 ty ed bd os wo. aw 


„ „e el 


Honourable Houſe, for obtaining the Continuance 


. - _ Submittiog theſe things to your Conſideration, 


(25 


ol the Forces at Jamaica; and that they maꝝ not be 
recall d, at lcaſt until the Aſſembl of that land ſhalÞ 


have made a Law for inviting and encouraging of 
write People to come and reſide in it, and for ob- 
ligins the Planters to keep a white Man for every 
ten Negroes, or pay a certain Sum weekly defici- 
ency z and the Execution of that Law be in the 
Government, and not in the Planters, as that made 
in the Year 1672 was, which rendrediit of little or 
no eff ct, each Man ſparing his Neighbour for hisi 
own fake. | 12} 
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1 Have perufed the Book you ſent me, Entitled⸗ 
Some Obſervations ſhewing ibe Danger of loſing the - 


Trade of the Sugar Colomes, written, as I take it, by 
the ſame Perſon, that wrote Thepreſent State of the, 


Sugar Plantations, Dedicated to the Lord Treaſurer; 
which Book concludes thus remarkably ; it was, 


the Extraordinary Genius, and, diligent Applica» + | 


tion of the greatFhjnifter Calberz ro Trade and 
Navigation, that advanc'd the. Grandeur of the 


© Frenc Nation, together with his excellent Re- 


* gulation of the Finances, more than all the Un- 
* dertakings of the preceding Miniſters of that 

Prince; and yet the French were a People very 
© little diſpoſed to Trade, therefore the Briziſo Sub- 


© jeQs, who have exceeded all other Nations in 


* their. Capacity towards Settlements Abroad, can- 


not fail of making greater Progreſs in Trade and 
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e jeſty has at preſent; a Miniſtry who ire remarka- 
. & — their Learning, ee great Sa- / 
A gacity in Publick Affairs; and that fuch a Foun- | 
© dation bas been already laid for enlarging the 
</Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, as will, 
in ſpite of all Malice, ſhew the Superior Genius 
C of the Principal Founder thereof. As I am in- 
formed what are this Gentleman's Principles as to 
Govertiment, and his Declarations of the Manage- 
ment of the preſent M y, Lam to leok upon 
him as ſerious in what I have juſt mentioned, and 
therefore ſhould be very glad he would but particu- 
larize hein the preſent My, ſo remarks- 
ble, as ielays, for their Learning, tence, and 
great Sagacity in Publick. Affairs, have laid ſuch a 
Foundation for enlarging the Trade and N aviga- 
J r / 
| Tis plain it can't be by erecting a Sourb Sea 
Company for Trading to the South Seas, that. 
being at an end by accepting of the Aſientos Con- 
ttact, or a Forfeiture of whatever they may 
haye in Spain, ſhould they ſo Trade; and, a, - 
without the Acceptance of the faid Contract, 
they could not have been precluded by the Treaty 
of Spam, except confirmed by Act of Parliament” 
from Trading into the South Seat: So by the Act 
. whereby the S9urb Sea Company is erected, other 
her "Majeſty's Subjects are precluded; which de- 
ſerves to be duly confidered, ſince the French ſo - 
freely and amply enjoy and carry on a Trade thither. 
It can't be by obtaining the Aſienzo Contract for 
the ſupplying the anrtards with Negroes, or ſending 
yearly a Ship of 500 Tuns to Porzobello with Goods 
to'be Sold only at the time of the Fair; fince, not 
to repeat that the Sourb Sea Company as Affentiſts 
will be Loſers by the ſaid Contract, and Trading 
on the foot thereof, there will not thereby be 45 ; 
V * new, 
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new, or greater ſupply of Mony brought into this 1 


Kingdom, than before from the Trade carried on 
from Jamaica, which this Contra, or Trading 
on the foot of it, not only puts an end to, but 
alſo to that from Cadiz, Port St. Mary's, Ce. to the 
Indies ; and beſides, not only greatly depopulates, 

and takes from Jamaica the beſt Strength and See. 
curity of it, its Scafaring Men, but prevents the. 
further Encreaſe in the Settlement 502 the Iſland, 

which is capable of producing three times a. 


it does at preſent, as 1 preſume 1 is fully made * 
in my former Letters. 


It can't be by leaving out in mY Arti | 
concluded at Urreche, the ſeventh Arte 
Preliminary Treaty of Gertrudenberg, vis. That par- 
ricularly, and eſpecially, France y never become 

foſſeſſed.of rhe Spaniſh Weſt Indies, #or ſend Ships: 
„ to exerciſe Commerce under am Pretence hat- 
ſoever, Had this Article been in the Treaty at 


Utrecht, there would have wanted no Aſſento Con- 


tract, or other Article for Trade with Sain, being 
hereby the Trade to the /ndies muſt inevitably | 
have fallen moſtly to Great Britain. 

It can't be by having the Poſſeſſion of Newfound-. 
Land. fiance the French have -procur'd a Ceſſion to 
be made them of the (ſhards of Cape. Breton, and. 

ſeveral Ilands in the Gulph of St. Florence, and have 

urther obtained Liberty of curing and drying their 

Fiſh, ſetting up Stages, and reſorting to our Iſland 
of Newfoundland during all the time it is of any uſe 
to reſort thither, that is, during the Fiſhing Sea- 
ſon, whereby they do-not only now ſupply them- 
ſelves with the Fiſh they formerly had from us, but 
furniſh many parts of Spain and Italy there wich, 
and Rival us there to our prodigious Loſs. 

It can't be . making a Treaty of Commerce 
with France, that ng becn rejected, or not 


made | 


* 
f — . 


. ny 
wade effectuil by the laſt Parliament, a: detrinfen- 
ral to the Trade and Manufatture of this Kingdom , 
and that this Treaty would be ſo, was it not con- 


| Oy Parliament, will appear to any impartial 


unpre judic'd Perſon that ſhall read a Paper, Enti- 


led, The Britiſh: Merchant, or Commerce preſerv'd, 


in anſwer to the Mercator, or Commerce rotriev d, 
and, not to mention the many good Pamphlets on 
this Subje&, that Entitled zbe Pindication of the laſt 
Houſe of Commons in rejecting the Bill for confirming 
the bub and gib Articles of the Treaty of Navigation 
and Commerce between En: land and France. *% 


It caq be. by the Treaty of Commerce with . 
| Spain, ſince that Treaty puts the Trade of Grea: 


Britain to Spain under greater Diſadvantages than 
ever before. For it takes from the Factors, or. FAgliſb 
Merchants living there, their Ancient Priviledge 
of a Judge Conſervator, and Security for Trading; 


and as all our, Merchants that have liv'd in, and 


been Traders to Pin unanimouſly agree muſt ruin, 


or put an end to any Trade that might (as'tis Peace) 
have been ex ected to that Kingdom; but this, and 


greater Conſequences attending Great Britain were 
timely foreſeen, and taken Notice of (as is evident 
oy the Letter to a Member ef the October Club} 
ould — and the Indies be given to, or left in 
the Pe ſſeſſion of any of the Houſe of Bourbon. 


It can't be by any thing that appears in either of 
the Tieaties of Peace with France or Spain, to be 
done, or articled to prevent the growing Power of 
ey have yielded 

up that part of St. Chriſtopher's taken from them the 


the French in America; is true t 


firſt Vear of the late War, and why not to the ꝙa. 


niards (as was intended by the late Miniſtry) the 
| ſhare they are in Poſſefſion of on Hiſpaniola,which not 
only will endanger Jamaica, but when compleatly 


ſettled, the whole Sugar Trade of this * 
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| Tawy 
Conſequences of which, in the Words of Colonel 
2 ad an Author already quoted, muſt be atrend- 
ed with the Iiſi of a confiderable Trade to theſe King- 
dam, it may be. computed one way or other near two 
Millions Sterling per Ann. which muſt bring Ruin to 
many thouſand Families in the Plantations, and many 
more thouſands in theſe Dominions. - AY Bs 
+. It can't be by having reſerved Pert Mahone and 
Gibraltar in our Poſſeſſions; which Places, as they 
will be.a conſtant Yearly Charge to this Nati 
ſo the Conſequences and Sao if ariſing from 
them are only in Caſe of War with France, Spain, 
and other Nations, a very precarious Secu to our 
Trade into the Levant and Mediterranean; and ſure- 
ly it will not be ſaid, the Trade of Great Brita, 
and particularly of London, is ſecured (as in Caſe of + 
a War with France it was believed it would) by 
having the Harbour of Dunkirk demoliſhed, fitice 
the Grand Monarch is building an Harbour at Mars 
dyke, to ſerve in the ſame ſtead as Dunkirk did be» 


e. 6 | 
_ Upon reading the Paragraph I have given you 
out of ColonelCleland's Book, theſe ſeveral Particu- 
lars occurred to me; and therefore I am at à Lofs 
wherein a Foundation is laid by the preſent M-—y, 
or their Founder, for enlarging the Trade and Na. 
vigation of this Kingdom. I can (ce nothing like 
it, by our late Treaties of Peace and Commerce 
with France and Pain. Some People aver they are 
deſtructive of both; ſurely this Gentleman can't, 
mean, becauſe I am inform'd the M——=y are 
rally agreed, that an excluſive Trade ro Africa 
is moſt for the Intereſt of the Plantations, that 
ſuch is the Founitlation laid for enlarging of the Trads: 
and Navigation of this Kingdom. In every Seſſions 
for many Parliaments, it has been reſolved that the 
Trade to Africa ought to be free and open. to 
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her | Majeſty's SubjeRs. of Great Britain and the 
Plantations ; but nothing is more clear than the de- 


W 


e two Pamphlets being to in au ex- ; 


claus Trade to Africa for the Royal African Com- 
pany. And as the Author's Apprehenſions are, that 
our Sugar Colonies. will be ruined for want of an 
exclufrve Trade, by which they may have a conſtant 
Supply of Negroes at moderate rates: n 


| * Mine, if ſuch an excluſive Trade ſhould be orant- 


ed, would ariſe partly from thence, but more eſpe- 
cially ftom the growing Power of the French in 
America, and the Increaſe of their Sugar Settle- 


* 


ments in theſe Iſlands, eſpecially on the lſland of 


— 


Hiſpaniola, an Iſland, by its Largeneſs and the 
Goodneſs of its Soil, capable when its ſully ſettled 
(as it certainly will be ina few Years) of product 
as much Sugar as all our Colonies, and a muc 
greater quantity of Indigo, Ginger, Cotton, c. 
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B my former having taken notice of the Dan- 
ger the Trade and Navigation of Jamaica is in 

from its Neighbours, from its Situation, and the 

Loſs like to attend it from the Aſſento Contract, 

or the South S Company's trading on the Foot 

thereof, and doing as the French do now, vis. 


ſeizing our Veſſels by Vertu of, it, and ſhown the 


Danger there is, upon a Rupture with France, of 


its falling into the Hands of the French; now beg 
leave togive you an account what ſome others ſay. 


reupon. 


The Lord Arcb. Hamilton, Governor of Ja. 
maica, in a Speech to the Aſſembly ſince the * | 
N 5 te 
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tell) them, . The. inviting and encouraging _ Artificens 
and Trades-men, in which the Strength 


a eg 


Lee conjiſts, to come and ſettle a 
erve their . Conſideration, eſpecially at this 
time when t their Neighbours on Hiſpas 
niola was already Tall, and like' to encreaſe. 
And the Lords 5 Trade, in a Letter to my Lord 
kph ſay, That as to tbe Conſequence of: recal=" 
ing the Kegiment,, wo take leave to repreſent, in (n- 
currence with the Opinion of the Governor, and of tb 

Merchants and * — here, that Jamaica being in 
a manner ſurrounded. by Sp aniſh and French Serrle- 
mente, if no regular . there, it may be in Dan-· 
ger 47. the e of an Enemy, in, de * 8 


upture bereaft 
* Col. ee in in his —— Some 
ervations wing tbe Danger ing 7 
of the Sugar Colonies, tells us, vi. The: French in 


their üande, eſpecially in that great Ifland of 


* Hiſpaniola, in which they have got a 8 
« arc poſſeſs d of large Countries, and great Tra 
© of. fertile Land, Which produce Proviſions and 
© moſt other Neceſſaries 4 Conveniences for Lie, 
and likewiſe Materials and Requiſites for Manu- 
facturing Sugar and other the Product of Nr. 
© Ifland, tuch-as Timber, Cattle, Horſes, Se. 
And on the other hand the E neliſh Sugar Plans: 
* tations are upon ſmall Iſlands, Barkadaes, which 
* is but twenty Milcs in length, and about twelve 
Miles over in the broadeſt part, being the largeſt 
of them all excepting Jamaica; and even chat 
© Iſland is not well Inhabited, has a great deal of 
© Savanna Land, is very Mountainous, and in a 


War is very much. .expos'd ; ſo that if the Wind- 
ward Iflands ſhould come to be deſerted or loſt, 


© Jamaica could never be kept and improv ud fo as 
to ſupport the Sugar Trade of this — = 
FR | * | nus 


| [#2 ] 

Thus you ſee I am not ſingular in my Apprehens 
ſions of the Danger the Ifland Jamaica is in, from 
Hiſpaniola, of falling (upon a Rupture with France) 
into the Hands of the French; nor can | be ſo, as 
to our Sugar Colonies being ruin'd, or of little Ad- 
vantage to Great · Britain, ſhould a Peace with 
France be laſting, and that from the Encreafe of 
the French Settlements on Hiſpaniola. This ſeems 
moſt evidently to determine the Pate of our Sugar 
Trade, and not the ' Colonies want of being 
ſupply'd on moderate Terms with Negroes, 
being nothing is more Notorious, than that the 
Plantations, ſince the Trade to Africa being laid 
open in tõgy, have been better ſupply'd with Ne- 
groes than before. 1 2 : 

The Conſequences of the French growing Power 
in America, and the encreaſe of their Settlements 
on Hiſpaniola, eſpecially the Danger 'thercof to 
Jamaica, and the Sugar Trade, was timely fore- 
ſeen and taken notice of; and as the King of France 
did become a Suitor to Great - Britain for Peace, 
and acknowledg'd he ow'd his Kingdom fo the. 
Suſpenſions of the Briti ſb Arms, tis preſum'd might, 
have been prevented, had it been demanded and 
inſiſted on at 4 proper time for the French to have, 
reſtor d to the Sani ardt the ſhare they poſſeſsd of 
the Iſland of Hiſpanio ca. | 
Thus, Sir, I have given you, according to your ſe- 
veral Commands, my Thoughts, in this and my former 
Letters, of the Conſequence and Advantage of the 
Ifland of Jamaica to Great - Britain, as reſpecting 
its Situation, its Produce, and the Trade from 
thence with the Spaniard: : I have alſo told you 
what Sums of Mony have been formerly brought 
into this Kingdom thereby; and have likewiſe. 
conſider d ho W ſenſibly the Improvements or De- 
cay of the Ifland of Jamaica, and its advantage - 
wot I is | — 
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ous Trade would affect Great- Britain, and ſhown 
the manifeſt Difadvantages both lie ar preſent un- 
der (which are {till likely ro encreaſe) from ſeve- 
ral Conſiderations ; Firſt, trom the ſmall Number 
of its Inhabitants, whereby it's liable to an Inſar- 
rection from within, and Invaſions from without. 
Secondly, From the Aſſiento's Contract, which en- 
tirely prohibirs and de ſtroys that Advautageous 
Trade from Jamaica to the Spaniſh Weſt Indior. 
Altho', as I preſume I have fully prov'd, ſuch 
Trade on the foot of the Aſſento Contract will be 
. detrimental and a loſs to the South-Sea Cumpauy; 
and altho' did not the Treaty of Commerce entire» 
ly ruin it, it would be extreamly prejudicial to the 
Advantageous Trade of this Kingdom, formerly to 
Old Hain, eſpecially Cadiz, Port St. Maries, &c. 
Thirdly, From the liberty now enjoy'd by the 
French of Trading to the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, which 
they never did before one of the Houſe of Bourbon 
came into the Poſſeſſion of the Throne of Spain, 
which they are engroſſing to themſelves, taking 
and ſeizing our Veſſels, that they preſume are 
Trading; this is ſtill confirm'd every Day by very 
melancholy Letters frem Famaica, as e 
in the Daily Courant of the 7th Inſtant, in whic 
you will find this following Paragraph. x 
Jamaica, March 10. We have in a manner loſt 
* all our Trade wich the Spaniards; hardly a good 
© Voyage has been made hence to the Coaſt ſince 
© you left us, and the Spaniſh Ports are too well 
* guarded at preſent, they having now four Ships 
* of War, one whereof is the Hampron-Courty 
© which are ſtationed at Cartagena, Portobello, the 
Havana, and la Vera Cruz: Thornton (who Com- 
© manded a Jamaica Sloop whoſe Cargo coſt 
above too l. and had neither Traded nor broke 
B Bulk 


0 


Bulk when taken) was lately made Prize by the 
6. Hampton- Court, and his Veſſel condemn d at Car- 
© ragena; and I was inform'd by him ſince his re- 
turn hither, that the French have now in che 
* Sourb-Seas near upon 30 Sail of Ships; ſo that 
© you may gueſs what a condition we are like to be 
6. in here as to our Trade. | 
- Laſtly, From the growing Power of the French 
in America, particularly on Hiſfaniola, which by 


2 its Extent and Fertility, the Number and Induſtry 
of its Inhabitants, I have ſhewn to be a dangerous 


Neighbour to Jamaica, and conſequently ſo to 
our Sugar Colonics, and the Trade and Navigation 
of Great - Britain, | 

Upon theſe two Accounts, Firſt, That it is ſo 
to the Iſland of Jamaica in caſe of a Rupture with 
France, by reaſon of its great Superiority in People, 
whereby Jamaica, being but thinly Inhabited, 
will be very liable to, and in great danger of an 
Invaſion from thence, and of falling into the Hands 
of the French. . f 

+ Seconaly, That as by the French King's Order 
(which 1 omitred before) for the better ſettling and 
peopling his Colonies in America, Every Ship or 
Veſſel is oblig'd, when requir'd, to carry a certain 
number of People thitber Freight-free. So even in 
time of Peace by the number of their Inhabitants 
always encreaſing, by the ſaid Order, and the Fer- 
tility of the Country in producing all Materials and 
Requiſites for the enlarging aud improving of their 
Sugar Works, and the vaſt extent of Hiſpaniola, 
they will not only make much greater quantities 
of Sugar, than we can in our Plantations, but at 
a cheaper Price, by being better turniſh'd with 
- moſt Materials for the doing thereof within them- 
elves; whereas our Iſlands, at leaft ſome of them, 
W are 
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are oblig'd to be ſupply'd from other her Majeſty's 
Dominions with thoſe Materials and Requiſites, at 
a greater Expence, and therefore our Product muſt 

| neceſſurily be made up at a much dearer Rate 
5 than theirs, whereby the Conſequence will be, 
that the Freuch will in a little time beat us out of 
that moſt valuable Article to the Kingdom, be 


5 


Sugar Trade. And all this is fo evident, that other \ 
C Perſons, with different Views to my ſelf, induced by 1 
3 the apparent Tendency of theſe things, could not 
) help making the like Remarks, altho' they would 
n inſinuate them to proceed from other Cauſes meer- 


ly chimerical. | 
If in the courſe of my ſeveral Letters I may ſeem 
in ſome parts of them, to have digreſs'd from my 
firſt Subject, or expreſs'd my ſelf in too warm or 
free a manner, I hope, Sir, my good Intentions 
therein are ſo viſibly defign'd, either to point out 
is & our real Advantages, or expoſe thoſe arrful Me- 
thods, made uſe of to darken our true Intereſt, 


er and thereby advance the Trade and Power of other 

d Nations, that your Candor and ſincere Love of, 

or and Knowledge in the Intereſt of your Country, *. 
in will pardon any ſuch Expreſſions from one not ſtu- 9 
in dious of ſpeaking or writing agreeably, but with 1 
ts Sincerity, which engages me on all occaſions to 

r- profeſs my ſelf, | 

ad 1 

IC | | STR, 

2 June 12, 1714. Tours, &c. 
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I Hazve,yours, wherein you acquaint me what was 
1 ſhid in your Houſe by two Gentlemen in the 
Commiſſion of Trade, &c. As to the firſt, * That 
the South Sea Company have bought 5 or 600000 l. 
iin Goods and Merchandize, and are ſending them 
| * forthwith: to New-Spain, and in Nine Months 
_ will have-upwards, of a Million in return as Pro- 
_ - due thereof: 8 
In Anſwer, I have been aſſured by ſome Di- 
rectors of that Company, that the Goods bought 
by them are not to the value of 300000/ and great 
part of them not the Manufacture of Great - Bri- 
tain: But admitting there be 8 to the value 
the Gentleman alledged in your Houſe, I want to 
- have it «xplain'd by him, how a Return ſhall come 
to Great - Britain in ſuch time as upward of a Mil- 
lion. by 1” 5 
Lou know that the Sutb Seas Company Ship'd 
ö Goods, &c. on two of the Queen's Ships above 
13 eighteen Months ago, which Ships are ſtill in the 
River: And as it is very uncertain when they will 
Sail, ſo tis ſtipulated in the Aſiento Contract, That 
the Company ſhall not ſell the Goods and Mer- 
©:chandizes, but only at the time of the Fair; and 
2 if arrive before the Flota's and Galleons, the 
Factors of the Company ſhall be obliged to land 
© the Goods and Merchandizes, and put them into 
MWarehouſes that ſhall be locked with two Keys, 
© One of which to remain with the Royal Officers, 
and the other with the Factors of the Company, 
to the end the ſaid Goods and Merchandizes may 
© be ſold, during the continuance of the Fair only. 


4 E * 
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Now, Sir, conſidering that a Fair is generally 
but once in three Vears, and ſometimes longer, toge- 
ther with the Climate the Goods are ſent to, and the 
9 Uncertainty of ſelling chem the time the Fair laſts, 
4 I humbly conceive you will be of Opinian with me, 
I. that the South Sea Company will never have their 
* ſirſt Coſt in return for the Goods and Merchandizes 
* they ſhall ſend to the Spaniſh Weſt Indien. 
1 This will infallibly be their Caſe, «ſpecially, as 
they can ſell but only during the time of the Fair, 
and the French carry on and enjoy ſo conſiderable 
a Trade into the Sub Seas directx. 
As to the other, That the Spaniarde muſt take 
4800 Negroes, and the Company may carry 1000 
or more yearly, and can't tail of ſelling them ar 
© 4ol. a head. pea + ww LN 
T anſwer, Tho' it may be allowed the Spaniard: 
will ever want ſome Negroes, yet they are not ab- 
liged 7 the Aſiento Contract to take fram the 
South Sea Company, or Aſſentiſte, 4800 yearly; 
but the Company, or Aſſentiſts, are obliged to pay 
the Duties of 33 + Pieces of Eight for 4000 Negroes 
yearly at Madrid, commencing. from the 27th f 
March 1712-13, beſides . advancing. King Philip 
200000 Pieces of Eight, and 2 tor carry- 
ing ona Trade, which there is no other way pro- 
vided to be rep aid, than out of the Profits ariſing 
REL. I Eon We 
'Tis very true, as ſaid by this Gentleman, that 
the South, Sea Company may carry 1900 Negroes, 
or more, yearly to the Sanuiſb Weſt Indies; bur far 
from certain, the Saniards will take them off at 
40 J. a head; nay, it is not certain they will the 
number of 4000, which the Company are obliged, 
by Acceptance of the Aſiento Contract, to pay Du- 
ties yearly for >” 54 


ou 


4 3 3 74 


I will preſume to ſay, that ſhould the Company 


| | t 
not exceed ſending 4800 Negroes yearly, they will te 
not fel] at 40 l. a Head: The Duties deduced re- py 


duces it under 32 J. and ſhould they ſend the Num- 
ber of 10000 yearly, it would be very extraordi- h 
nary if they ſold them for the Dutics and Charge of th 
Tranſportation from Africa. yo 
Our Traders who have had no Duties-to pay, 
have not for many Years ſold their Negroes among 
the Spaniards for above 120 to 140 Picces of Eight, 
or 3 to 351. a Head, tho' only Men and Women, 
and two Men to a Woman: Generally a Cargo ſo 
there were Boys and Girls amongſt them, have 
not come out more than 110 Pieces of Eight, or 
27 I. 10 5. Spaniſh Mony. e . el 
If I am not miſin formed, the Company have a- 
greed to give 10 l. a head Sterling, ſo many Men 
many, and ſo many Boys and Girls in ſuch 2 
number. On the Coaſt of Africa the Freight from 
thence 6 J. 10 5. and 7 l. and the Duties above 8 J. 
aſter mention of theſe Articles, there is no occaſion 
to ſhew it muſt be alofing Trade, by obſerving the 
Number of Negroes may be allowed to die from 
the time are taken aboard on the Coaſt of Africa, 
to the time arrive at New. Spain, and from after 
their Arrival there, and the 15 Days the Company 
are obliged to pay Duties for them, till they are 
e 
I could wiſh Gentlemen who are carried away 
with a Notion of Advantages accruing to this 
Kingdom by the Aſfenro Contract, and the Soutb 
Sea Company's intended Trade on the foot thereof, 
would bur read the Aſiento Contract it ſelf, and ac- 
quaint themſelves with the Nature of this Trade, 
and then they will perceive that Trading on thc 
foot of this Contract would be à loſing Trade . 
| AW 


been put thereby to the Expence of upwards 


V 
the Company, and an uncertain and precarious one 
to this Kingdom; and moreover, that the Trade 
carried on from Jamaica, not to mention that for- 
merly from Cadiz, c. to the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, 
has been more for the Advantage of Great Britain 
than this Trade can be, which is pretended to be 
carried on by the South Sea Company. Wor 

I am much obliged to you for acquainting me 
what the Amount of the South Sea Stock appeared 
to the Houſe, and am pleaſed not only that it is 
not ſo much by ſome hundred Thouſands as In- 


' tereſt has been hitherto provided for by Parlia- 


ment, but that by means thereof, and of the In- 
tereſt of the Nations Stock in the Sourb Sea Com- 
pany (which the Company have till lately retained 
in their Hands) you have ſo much leſs Mony to 
provide this Seſſion for Intereſt of a Debt has been 
given out, and greedily ſwallowed by ſome Peo- 
ple, to have been paid without any Charge to the 
Kingdom, | | 5 
I am not ſurpriſed that ſuch a Sum of Mony 
of the Government's ſhould be permitted to lie in 
the Hands of the Soutb Sea Company, when I re-: 
fle& without it they could not have bought Goods, 
and pray what would then ſome Men have had to 
ſay at their late Elections; but the baving ſuch 
Mony permitted to remain in their Hands, has 
brought the Company into a Secret, the Goods, 
Sc. being in great part damaged and ſpoiled by 
lying ſo long already aboard, and the Nation has 


5 
18 
” 


toooοο in providing and keeping in pay the Men 
of War 8 their Service. I hope what 
I have faid will ſatisfie thoſe Gentlemen, for 
whoſe uſe you require me to write this Letter, 
that there is no poſſibility of a Million of Mony 


* 
1 % 


2 brought into the Kingdom by the South. S 


Company in nine Months, or that the number of 
Negroes will be taken off by the Saniardi, as has 
been ſuggeſted by the honoùrable Gentlemen you 
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OME Mention being made in the foregoing 
Letters, that the Danger of loſing our Sugar 
Trade cannot proceed trom the want of the Plan- 


tations being ſupplicd with a number of Negroes. 
at moderate Prices, tis neceſſary to obſerye, for the 


5 


Confirmation thereof: 
That the Diſpute between the Royal African 
Company and Separate Traders to Africa, having 
been referred ſome time ſi ice t6 the Conſideration 


of the Lord's Commiſſioners of Trade, Fe. their 
3 after long and mature Examination, de- 


termined the Iſſue of their Report on the Encreaſe 
of the Trade, ſince its being laid open, compared 
with the Company's Account thereof when they 
were excluſive; whereby it appeared, 


* 


: 


Trade in time of Peace berween 1680 and 1688, 
employ'd 279 Ships, being 28 Ships per Ann. 
grocs, being 5155 per Ann. 
Which being compared with the Accounts ſent 
to the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade from the re- 
ſpective Governors of Famaica, Barbados and An- 
c | rego, 


And delivered into the Plantations 46396 Ne- 


That the African Company under an Excluſive 


141 


ego, of the Imports of Negroes into thoſe Iſlands 
bee the rh wid open 5 8 
It appeared, that the Negroes imported into 
thoſe Iſlands only amounted — 42000 for three 
Years of Peace, between 1700 to 1702, fo that 
there were near as many Negroes delivered into 
thoſe three Colonies only in three Vears of Peace 
under an open Trade, as there were in nine Years of 
Peace by the Company into all the Plantations 
when excluſive. 1 Wo 
To which the number of Ships, and Exports of 
Goods bore an equal Proportion: So that the lay- 
ing open this Trade was at leaſt 300000 J. per Ann. 
benefit to the Nation. n 
But which is a Demonſtration of this Fact is, 
that there are now employed 100 and odd Ships 
capable of carrying 2 3000 Negroes a Ycar into the 
Plantations belonging to the Separate Traders 
whereby it appears, that the Trade is now, even at 
the end of a long War, near four or five times 
more encreaſed than when 'twas excluſive in time 
of Peace. . r at 3 
Since the laying open the African Trade, the 
Export of the Manufacture of courſe PerpeRs to 
that Coaſt hath been increaſed from 3900 per Ann. 
to * Pieces per Ann. Yak 
he African Company who have been ſeven Vears 
ſolliciting the Parliament for an Excluſive Trade, 
own very ingeniouſly they would Export but a ſmall 
Quantity in compariſon of what is Exported now, 
becauſe (ſay they) we will make the Natives give 
as much for half the Quantity as the whole. 
But then what muſt become of half the Gentle- 


Noch Wool, and the Poor Manufacturers of all 
Orts. TY 0 


. 


The 


n 
The Queſtion in this particular (beſides the Na- 
tives going to buy of other Nations) is only whe- 
ther cis beſt for the Woollen Manufacture, that 
3900 Perpects be Sold at two Ackys or Crowns 


each Piece, as was by the Excluſive Company in 


1686, or that 70000 Pieces of Perpects a Year be 
Sold in an open Trade, as tis now, at 6 Ackys or 
Crowns each Piece; the one amounting to 9750 


per Ann. the other to 105000per Ann. by the diffe- 


rence whereof the Nation gains 95000 per Ann. 
And whereas it has been faid in Print, and o- 
therwiſe, that the Separate Traders have not paid 
the African Company above one per Cent. on the 


Goods they have Exported to Africa z tis alſo ne- 


ceſſary to obſerve, * ©. oY 
That the Duties of 10 per Cent. received by the 
African Company of the Separate Traders has a- 
mounted to 90000 J. and therefore if the Separate 
Traders have paid but 1 per Cent. on their Exports 
to Africa, they muſt have Exported thither during 
the time (or 13 Years) the Duty of 10 per Cent. 


was payable, to the Value of nine Millions of Mony 


Sterling. — 
This deſerves Conſideration, as that there are now 


v3 


more Ships in the Trade from London and the Out- 


ports than ever; and that when the choice Ne- 
zroes ſold for 147. to 18 l. a head, Sugar did not 
ſell in the Plantations for half the Price it has done 
for many Years paſt, or ſince the Trade to Africa has 
been laid open to all her Majeſty's Subjects. 
The African Company's Settlements, as others, 
are on a ſmall part of the Coaſt, and the Trade in 
eral no ways dependant upon them; ſo that the 
ur key Company have the ſame reaſon to claim the 
Property of all the Lands of the Grand Signior, 
becauſe they have Factory Houſes in Turkey, as the 
African 
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| African Company have to thoſe of the Princes in 


Africa, to whom they pay Rent for the Ground 
where their Factories ſtand : If the Company had 
a. Property to the ſole Trade to Africa, why do 
all other Nations Trade to the ſame Places, as 
well where their Factories are, as where they are 
not. 22 5 Lat wy 
It being ſaid that Negroes coſt upon the Coaſt 
of Africa 201. to 241. a Head, tis not be omitted, 
that the African Company have contracted to de- 
liver the South Sea Company at 101. as that the Se- 


* 


ö 11 Trade buy them much under ro/. on the 


Gold Coaſt and Widab, and at other Parts of the 
Coaſt from 504. to 4 J. à head, which they are 
ready to ſhew Vouchers for at all Times in a pro- 
per Place. „„ zen 

Tis preſum'd the foregoing Obſervations make 
it demonſtrable, that the Loſs of our Sugar Trade 
cannot proceed from the want of the Piatrations 
being duly ſupplied with Negroes; but entirely the 
Cauſes already aſhign'd, viz. the Encreaſe.of the 
French Settlements, and Power in the Iſland in As 
merice, eſpecially on Hiſpaniola. FIN en 


7 8 
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US,T as the Proofs of the laſt Letters were 

brought me, I had put into my Hands the Mer- 
cators for ſome Days paſt, which I but curſo- 
rily looked over, and ſhould have been extremely 
ſarpriſed to find the Author in ſo Publick a man- 
ner ſhewing himſelf an Advocate for Spain, had 
not he been ſo for Francs: None but an Hireling 
for France would ſo ſcandalouſly have abuſed, not 
only her Majcſty's diſtant Subjects, but the Inha- 
bitants of a Country from whoſe Labour and 182 

| | eee e ry 


late Fears to this Kingdom. 


[44] EY 
ſtry ſuch Riches have accrucd, and been brought of 
None but this Wretch would have ſet Pen to 
Paper in the Service of his Maſters for the Deſtru- 
tion of ſuch an Hand, and of a Trade from thence 
with the Spaniards, that has been of infinitely 
more Advantage to this Nation, than any Projects 


of etecting a Soutb Sea Company, and an Aſiento 


Contract. 


I do not trouble my ſelf whether the Letter 


reprinted from the Flying Poft in Mercator 169, 
which he is ſo Angry with, be Genuine or not, 


I ſſure him thoſe herein before incerted from Ja- 


maice are fo, and ready to be produced in a pro- 


per place, with many more to confirm them. 


But becauſe the Writer of that Letter hath ſaid, 


vix. to what a low Ebb muſt Jamaica be brought 


© if her. Majeſty don't ſpeedily give us leave to uſe 
© Repriſals; Inſtead of denying any of the Facts in 
the Letter, how arrogantly does the Mercator inſult, 


although from the wording of the Letters, this 
2 ſeem upon firſt view to be ſaid of the Sani- 
ar 


, yet I believe tis evident the Writer of the 


ſaid Letter's meaning was, that her Majeſty would 


give them leave to make Repriſals on the French 


who ſiezed 7hornton mentioned in that Letter, as 


all Letters from Jamaica confirm, and particularly 
as by part of a Letter from thence, inſerted in the 
Daily Courant the 7th Inſtant appears, for therein 
tis expreſly ſaid, * That Thornton was lately made 
Prize by the Hampton- Court, one of the four 
© French Men of War ſtationed to interrupt out 
Trade from Jamaica. ; Lu 


_ The Mercator in No. 17. would have had his 


Readers believe the French have left off Trading 


with New Spain, or into the Sourb Seas directly, 
4 | for 


5 D 
for ſays he, Tam not ignorant what theſe Men 
- © ſuggeſt, that the Spaniards admit the French 'to 
© Trade with them now, at the ſame time we are 
excluded; but they beg this Queſtion. with a 


* Witneſs till they prove it, and till they can give 
© us an Account of one French Ship arrived there 
© fince the Peace; what might be before the War 
© was quite another Caſe, and not at all to the 
© purpoſe. * But that to ſay the French now ſend 
Ships and Trade to New Spain, is not begging 
the Queſtion, appears by the following Paragraph 


of a Letter from Cadiz dated the 10th of June 1714, 


in the Daily Courant of this Day. | 

© Here is a French Ship loading for the Spani/b 
© Weſt Indies, tis kept a Secret where ſhe is bound, 
but ſuppoſed by her Cargo, which will be rich, 
for the Vera Cuꝝ: Another failed from hence a- 
© bout three Weeks ago; theſe do not go as Sa- 
© viards but as what they are, fo they are not ſa- 
+ tizfied with driving the Trade from France, but 
do it likewiſe from hence, whilſt the SpanibMer- 

© chants are in a manner excluded by the feldom 
going of any of their Fleets: And beſides from 
the Extract of Letters from Famaica already men- 
tioned, which Letters, and many others from 
thence, together with ſeme late ones from France, 
of ſeveral Ships being now fitting out at St. Malo's, 
cc. for the South Seas, are ready to be produced at 
all times in a proper Place. 

I will ſo far agree with the Mercator, that our 
Trade from Jamaica with the Spaniards is a Colluſive 
one, or contrary to the Laws, Cuſtoms, &c. of Spain, 
as well as that with us. All other Nations tradin 
to our Colonies and Plantations, are ſeizable — 
liable to a Forfeiture: But I would defire him, as 

he has allowed this Trade to be a valuable * 
watt 3 the 
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the Kingdom, to make a diſtinction between our 

Traders being taken or ſeized by the Spaniards, ac- 
cording to their Laws, Cuſtoms, &c. and by the 
French with their Ships of War as Prize, or by our 
- Governments depriving the Subjects of Great. Bri- 
- rain of that beneficial Trade, which from the Spa- 
niards, whom it chiefly concerns, we ſhould be 
in no Danger of. 2 

I have in part touched upon this in my third 

Letter, and refer my Reader thither, with putting 


4 


| theſe Queſtions, 
Whether any Stipulation in a Treaty, the Arti- 
cle whereof not particularly confirmed by Act of 
Parliament; can reſtrain the Subject from any 
Right or Liberty, which otherwiſe he might law- 
fully claim or enjoy, or put him under any Penal- 
ties or Incapacities which the Laws of his Country 
Have not done? eie 1 
C Whether tis the Intereſt of Great - Britain, to 
deeprive its Subjects of thoſe Advantages they have 
f or might enjoy, in Complacence to the Intereſt of 
any foreign Nation, by adding Force and Executi- 
on to their Laws, Cuſtoms, Cc. againſt our own 
People, which would probably otherwiſe be di- 
ſpens d with by, or prove ineffectual from that 
Nation whom it wholly concerns? | 


The foregoing Reflections, upon the firſt read- 


* ing theſe Papers, immediately occurred to me, and 
I can truly ſay, I heartil 
- thoſe familiar Names he beſtows ,upon the Inha- 
bitants of Jamaica, for the following Paragraphs 
in them. | 


All Men know, that the Trade to Famaica, 


would be of very ſmall Moment to England, in 
15 . to what it now is, if their clandeſtine 
Trade wich Nen Spain were taken away. * 


forgive the Mercator 


76a © K W „ 
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but for this Pyratical Peace-breaking Trade. 


(47] | 
© They own what is noted above, that take away 
© their Clandeſtine and Pyratical Trade, and the 


© Iſland of Jamaica will be reduced to a very low 


© Ebb, which is indecd very true, compared to 
< that flouriſhing Trade which they carry on now; 
© for Jamaica, as a Plantation, altho' it be a very 


good Colony, yet is not able to carry on one 


© twenticth part of the Trade which is now driven 
© there, We know very well what are the Pro- 


© duftions of that Iſland, ſuch as Cotton, Indico, 


© Cocoa, Pimento, gc. and the Quantity and Va- 
clue we bring from thence is eaſily known. Bur 
© what is all this to the Gold and Silver which is 
© return'd from thence to Britain, and particu- 
« larly to the other of our Weſt India or American 
« Colonies, who are all ſupplied with their Cur- 
© rent Coin and Plate from this one Iſland ? And 
« what numbers of People are  maintain'd at 7a. 


© yaaica, more than as a meer Plantation, would 


ever find Buſineſs there, who are all employ'd in 
© the Trading with or Plundering and Robbing the 
* Spaniards, even in the time of the profoundeſt 
peace? Have not ſome Hundred thouſand Pounds 
© in Value in our Woollen Manufattares, and other 

© Goods, been ſent yearly from England to Ja- 
© mmaica, more than they could any way diſpoſe of, 


© It may be well ſaid by the Writers of the 
Letter from Jamaica, that if their liberty of 
© trading Clandeſtinely is taken from them, their 
© Trade will be reduced to a very low Ebb; for 
© indeed fifteen Parts of twenty, nay ſome ſay, nine- 
© tecn Parts of twenty, of all the Trade of Famaica, 
+ is their clandeſtine Trade with Spain, and ſuch 
© other Trades as depend thereon. bs: 2 
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1 
e Firſt it is certain, that this ſecret Trade to 2 
« is the real and only Occaſion of the great Con- 
courſe of People, that is, of Europeans, to the 


© Ifland of Jamaica: This oy conſequence, is the 


s Occaſion of ſuch an unuſual Trade thither fo 
© Proviſions, as well from England as Ireland, ond 


all the Britiſb Colonies on the Continent of Ame- 


-' , ö 
Were the Commerce of Jamaica only ſuch as 
would depend upon the Plantation of the Colony 


b only, the Number of Inhabitants eſpecially at the 


Sea · ports of that Iſland woul i be very few, com- 
© pared to what now are to be found there : It 
need not be enlarged upon, that a great part of 
© the Commerce from Ireland, Maderas, New En- 
gland, New Tork, Ferſey, Penſylvania, Virginia, 
© and Carolina, to Jamaica, is for Proviſions, be- 
ſides the large quantity which is carried from 
© London and 22 ere the Colony of Fa- 
* maica to maintain no People but its own Plan- 
© ters, and a Proportion of Tradeſmen to them, as 
© other Iflands do, the demand of Proviſions, 
« eſpecially of Wine and Beer, Corn and Salted 
Fiſh, would be trifling, compared to what it 
no is. „ 8 
e But the fitting out ſach Numbers of Ships, 
© Sloops, Cc. upon the private Trade, &c. and 
t the concourſe of Inhabitants, Merchants, Sea- 


men, &c. to that Hell upon Earth, that worſe 


© than Sodom, the City or Port near the Point at 
© Famaica, draws ſuch a Multitude of People thi- 


©. ther, and demands ſuch prog ious Quantities of 
t 


© Provifions of all ſorts, 


pecially as above, 


© that this Trade alone to Jamaica cquals if not 


* exceeds that of all our other Iſlands put together 
© even in their moſt flouriſhing State. 


From 
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| From this paſt, come we to the great Quantity | 


© of Engliſh Woollen ManufaQtures which are con- 
© rinually carried to Jamaica, more perhaps than 
© are fent of that Kind to all the Colonies the Bri> 
* tiſþ Nation poſſeſſes in America. Where do this 
People pretend they are conſum'd? Are the Peo- 
« ple, the Inhabitants of Jamaica, able to con- 
©ſume 4 or 500000 J. a Year in Linen and Wool- 
7 len ManufaQtures, or would the meer Planters of 
Jamaica do fo if there were no more People 
© there than would be as a Plantation? 44 
. © The Queſtion needs not to be offered, the 72. 
c * maica Merchants know very well what Trade 
they ſhip thoſe Goods for, and that they are not 
© for the Conſumption of Jamaica, but for the $, 
© niſþ Weſt-Indiesz that they are all for a Clandeſtine 
| private Trade on the Coaſt of Carthagena, St. Mar- 
p q — the Bay ef be n 1 
£ After what I have quot iev great 
; Advantages pained 8 by our Trade to Fa- 
8 maica, is ſo apparent, that could I have ſeen it 
1 ſooner, I might have ſpared a great many other 
t Arguments and Proofs ; for you ſee this Author 
has gone beyond me in almoſt every Particular - 
of it; tho' (according to his Cuſtom) he infers 
from thoſe Advantages we receive, a 13 | 
. ceflity to deſtroy it: But ſince his Manner and - 
Intereſt in Writing is generally known, and has 
been evidently deffoned for miſ-repreſenting and 
| ruining our Trade in all its Parts; tis not extra» 
ordinary to ſec him wreſt the moſt co Con- 
clufions from the cleareſt Facts: That he has done 
ſo here, 1 ſhall not ſay, but leave it to every Per- 
ſen to judge for himſelf, and ogly conclude with 
obſerving, that what is advanc'd/ by one with il 
Views, may ſometimes * to ſet the 2 
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Light; and contrary to the Ititen- 
of illuſtrate chat which was 
to be darkned, and in the end only expoſe 

illai ſigns, and make him odious to | ; 
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Soo} bat sail: 10 id SHR 
HE Paper you were fo kind 
wo ſend me I have ſhe wen to the 
Gentlemen of Jamaica, whom 
Mr. Ahlmer ( very Wiſely ); 
had not favoured with a 
Sight, and they are yery; 
much ſurptized:thathe Mould : 
* 70 arrogate to himſelf the merix 
IF Any ching beneficial. for That Iſlands: 
y Fallacies in his: Narrative to delude' 
Pop —. fully achginted wich the Ma- 
nagement off irs; into à prejudice; 
againſt xhe p — — and ſeveral wot» 
thy — hoth here and in Famaica, as 
if they had not promoted, but endeavoured to 
obſtruct the Paſſin the Poſſeſſion Lau &c; And 
by the; remarks made by thoſe — — 
have bern enabled, and am deſired: to repre=. 
ſent the Fallacies of Mr. Aylmers Narrative, 
and fer theſe Things i 10 a true Light. 9 
0 | 2 | r. 


e by. aying, be artiyed in 
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exeral Planters, 
Act for quieting Poſſeſſions, : 
of August 1712. Preſented a Memorial at 
length Signed by the Gentlemen of Jamaica 
in England, but mentioned as delivered by 
b ; that afterwards he apply d to the At- 
torney General on FE a uf which the 
he drops, to tun er Affair With 
giving any further Account of that Bill, till 


almoſt the cloſe of his Paper, and tells us he 
had wrote what he had done to his Friends in 


amaica, and that he was well informed that 

the Bill for regulating Fees, and ſome other 

Bills, werte ſent home | without. the | 

Seal; without diſtinguiſhing che digerent: rimes 

of: thoſe Bills being ſent from thene roma takes. 
0 


Occaſion to give à Copy of the Pr 

the Councib at Javiaica on the Paragra 
of hiß Lerters, dated December 171. 1 
1714; and che Reuſons 2 aries 
four Counſellors Voting ſych Letters woe of 
au i Tendeney, and et in the Council 


Book, and of the Five for not agtetin — 
that Vote: From theſe Neaſons he — Fr 


Merit in ſolely promoting afterwardis che paſ- 
ſing theſe Laws, fk caſts —— 4 ers 
1 forth little hs withöut di- 

guiſhing, from wham er on what Odeuſton 


ſent; and afterwards draw them all in te bear 


a ſtrict Relation to the Poſſeſſton Bill: En- 

deavours to vate the Caſe of the Soldiers, 

and would from ſomething ſaid in —— 
8 1 3 
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3 
of 2 few Men make the Country averſe to the 
Governour ; and gives us ſome little Scheme 
for the Eafing the Iſland by disbanding the 
Soldiers, very Defective and Erroneous, and 
rending only to make the, People of Jamaica wneaſy 
under the preſent” Gobernonr, and wiiquiet” for 
uture Ct). # * 0 N Sy þ . 


ig onen 
Having thus given às I conceive the Sub- 
ſtance of Mr. Aylmer's Narrative without the 
Ornament of Style and Expreſſion, ſnall no- 
proceed to ſhew the Fallacy and ill Deſigns 
in the thing it ſelf, and evidently make ap- 
pear that Mr. Aylmer in parching — 
rative made Uſe of that Way of Writing art 
ful Men fall into, when they would make o- 
thers believe what is known by themſelyes to 
be falſe in Fact, from à ſpecious Manner of 
putting Circumſtances and Things together, 
which are far different in the Time and the 
Occaſion o them 
In order to do this, I ſhall ſtate the truth of 
the Facts relating to the Poſſeſſon Lau, th 
Aft fer vegulating Fees, & c“ and the Soldiers, 
being the material Points in diſpute, and ob- 
ſerve upon Mr. Aylmer s Manner of yepreſent- 
ing them as I go on; by which you Will be 
able to Judge of his Sincerit) and Deſęn in 
that Narrative. e 
| he r 255 ONE was tranſmitted” 
m Janaita by Major-General Hundaf# then 

X Gore nouie{Endtcd an Act for guieting Poj- 
ſeffrons/ & c Which being referred to Sir James 
Mount agae, then Attorney General; now one 
of the Barons of the Exchequer, was for wanr 
of due Limitations · and Reſtrictions in the 
wording, rejected in 1710. but with the Ad- 
vics 
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vice of Sir James Montague, how ſuch an Adt 
might de drawn and come recommended to 
ber Majeſty. to be Paſſed; My Lord Hamilton 
ſuccceding Major-General Haridahd in his Go- 
ernment,: brought with him Directions from 
ky Lords Commiſſioner? of Trade drawn in 
purſuance of Sir James Mountague's Opinion; 
my Lord arrived in July. 75 I, and in few 
Da + metche+Aferably, which had been called 
and appointed to wr t that time by his Pre- 
rs ys ; and the 3iſt of that Month he paſt, 
1 ans Act, dae eri oyer the "es 
opportunity to the Lords Commiſſioners of 
Trade, which arrived here in 0&oter following; 
and by Letters from the Lords Commiſſioners, 
of Trade, dated the 23d of November 1 711. 
their Lordſtips ſay, that Act was: then under 
their Couſideration. So that hitherto, here is no, 
Colour to imagine how any delay had been 
given: from the Governor or any Perſons in 
magica to this Bill, but on the contrary all 
the diſpatch imaginable. How far the Gen- 
tlemen hexe concerned themſelves will preſently, 
appear, as well as Mr. Aylmer's Conduct in it 
and his Narratiye; but ſhall firſt mention the 
Caſe of the Bill of Fees, Cc. being what 
Mar, erat great occaſion to exclaim 
àgaintt. einn ! 
+ Tbe Bil of Fees with ſome, other Bills were 
nt yer. ſometime before the Poſſeſſion AG, 
and the great Seal of the Iſland omitted zo be 
put to them j but theſe were tranſmitted; be- 
fore my Lord Hamilion s time, and that omiſ- 
ſion therefore no way chargeable on him, who 
on Advice of ſuch à Failure did with all poſ- 
ſible diſpatch ſend the ſame over in due Form. 
| | e 
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This is in Reality the whole of what relates to 
theſe Bills, either from thẽe Governout ot che 
Gentlemen in Jamaica- IIA HOU £001 4 
The Gentlemen of Jamaica upon Notice of 
the Arrival of the Pdſeſſron- Act here, immedi- 
ately made a Subſcription- for a Sim of Mony 
to carry on and preſs the paſſing the ſame, 
and Mr. Aylmer's Subſcription is defired a- 
mong the reſt, but refaſed ; however a Sum is 
advanc'd and a Solicitor ordered to get a Co 
and to take care and forward the Paſſing the 
game, and directed to give them or ſome of 
chem an Account of all ſteps relating thereto: 
I Thus this Affair was managed by the Gentle- 
I men of - Jamaica jointly, Mr. hlmer thought 
t to act ſeparately.” - % SU AN 
' It 13 very clear to me, that ME. .. 
mers Lettets (Paragraphs of which were ſo 
I induſtriouſly ſpread about the Country) were 
ö wrote with a Deſign not only to gain himſelf. 
7 
B 
| 


a Credit there, as the only Man who had ſtir- 
red in behalf of the Laws, Cc. but without N 
any the leaſt Grounds, and Bn purpoſe to di 
quiet the Minds of the Inhabitants of the Maud; 
and am Confir in this by what follows. 
: '* Haviflg received an early Accomft of the 
\. | © Debates of the Council at Jamaica on theſe 
I © Letters, and being in Company with Me. 
*, | © Aker, did without diſcovering I had ſach an 23 
„ Account, ask him whether he had a Copy of 4 
the Poſſeſſion Af, or had attended the Board 7 
; of Trade about it, or ſpoke to any Gentle» 
8 man of Jamaica concerning it, when he wrote 
* his Letter of the zoth of December, 1711 
* Whith he owned he had not, as ſeveral then 
in Company very well remember, tho — 
| ; © wards 


he ſets forth as Succeſſively 


ol any Perſons ſtirring. for the Pol 
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t wards, receiving an Account of that Affair, 
vas very much nettled he had been drawn 


5 e a Confeſſion that had expoſed him - 
neee eee 2th 
Now Sir, I deſice you to obſerve; that Mr. 


chlmer mentions his coming to London in Nov. 


2-709, and preſented a Memorial in Auguſt 
1712, and after wrote to let his Friends know 
what he had done, which Complaints of his 
in thoſe Letters occaſioned the Calling of a 
Couneil and the 2 ＋ therein ; which 

ly following and de- 
pending the one on the other, tho quite o- 
therwiſe: For tis plain that both Mr. hi- 
mer 's Letters in queſtion were wrote before the 


Memorial was preſented, and when he wrote 


thoſe Lettets and Complaints as to the refuſal 


on Act, 
and his own active Sollicitude in that Affair 
was entirely falſe, and wrote with the View 


above- mentioned; and the Complaints and 


manner of wording them, in Relation to 
the Bill of. Fees ſet home without the Iſland's 


Seal was malicious, and deſigned to reflect on 
Perſons wholly unconcern din that Omiſfion. 
As theſe - Facts therefore and, even by his 


own Narrative on ftri& View, I appeal to any 


one, whether the four Counſellors had not 
reaſon: to Vote, that thoſe Paragraphs in Mr. 


 " Aylmer's Letters to Mr. Beckford had not a Ten- 


dency in them unneceſſarily to diſquiet the Mind. 
of the Tubabitants of Jamaica in relation to the for- 
awarding the paſſing the Poſſeſſion Ad. 


Mr. Almer owns regard was had to the 4f 


on the Alemorial preſented by himſelf, ho” he 


ſets it forth Sign'd by all the Gentlemen whoſe 


Names 
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Names are placed at the End of it. We find 
the Board of Trade had this Bill under Con- 


ſideration in November 1711. long before Mr. 


Ayimer applyed: Which had he done, no 
doubt ſo conſiderable a Man would have got 
it referr'd to the Attorney General before nint 
Months after; ſo his Neglect is very appa- 


rent. # 


The preſenting this Memoridl, of which he 


aſſumes the ſole Honour, (how juſtly you ll 


ſoon. judge) was in this Manner: It Was 
thought adviſeable by the Gentlemen gf. Ja- 
maica to have ſuch a Memorial drawn up, Sign 
ed and preſented by them in a Body to the 
Lords Commiſſioners of Trade; and this Mes. 
morial was when drawn, to be left at the Ja- 
maica Coffees Honſe, to be Signed by the Gentle- 
men of Jamaica who came there; which be- 
ing thus Signed, was one Day carried private : 
ly from thence by Mr. Aylmer alone, and de- 
livered into the Board of Trade, without ad- 
viſing or conſulting with any of the Gentlemen 
equally concerned, who were ſurprized and 
diſlatisfy'd Mr. Aylmer ſhould uſe them in this 
Manner, having es to fix a Day to pre- 
ſent it in a Body. But this agreed with his 
other Conduct, a defire of being thought the only 
Man would do any thing, and to reflect an all o- 
thers.. From this manner of preſenting. the 
Memorial aud his Sollicitation; Mr. Amer 
would inſinuate the Poſſeſſion At and other 
Bills afterwards received the Royal Aſſent. 


I Mr. Aylmer on Account of his pretended 


Sollicitations will aſſume this to himſelf, I can 
confidently ſay, that. from February or: March 


1713-4 there is another Perſon may more * 
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| To aſſume the ee of Solliciting the 


not — uct Poſſeſſion Aft but the 


Bill TT Fees than - 
But to proceed: Mr. Aylmer ies owned (der. 
what he ſaid of them in his 


Letters) that the Gentlemen of Jamaica here 
did wager jy > to be en for the 
aſſin of the Poſſeſſron Act, and Mr. Ayimer 


1 heard Mr. Rigby argue for, and — 
the 2 that Law and the Bil of Fees, be» 
Commiſſioners for Trade, and 


General; and knows he was the 
Perſon — the Reaſons for the Attorney 


General's Satisfaction in the reaſonableneſs of 
tie Poſſeſſton Law; and if Sollicitations either 


with the Secretary of State, the Board of 
Trade or Attorney Gencral, have been of any 


Weight for: paſſing thefe Laws, tis Notorious 
that the Iſland is more obliged on that Ac 


count to Mr. Rigiy, the Relations and Friends 


of Mr. Brodrick, Nr. Stewart and Mr. Cockburn, 
than to Mr. 4 


and Friends of Ker. Beckford, Mr. ; Chapiyn or 
Collonel Blair. 


But tho ee Mr. Apimer- 1 have 


aid. this, yer 1 would not ſeem to entertain 
any thought that it was not the reaſonable- 
nels of. the Laws themſelves, the Peace and 
iet, Encouragemenw-and Encreaſe of the 
d that induced the Lords S many 
for Trade to recommend the Palſling theſe 


. Laws to his Majeſty. 


It is · an eaſy. matter to . general inflou- 
ations and refle&ions on Perſons without en- 
tring into particulars ; and unleſs Mr. Aylmer 
had pointed out thoſe 8 and named the 

manner 


no = rre rz 


hlnter or any of the Relations 
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tempts were made to ohſtruct the 


„„ 
manner how, I can neyer believe any At- 
510. paſſing theſe 
Laws, and imagine if Mr. 44y{mer could have 
given any ſuch Account, we ſhould not have 
been left in the dark, fince that would have 
been proving what he has uſed” all the Art he 
is maſter of, to infinugte into the People of 
py; he knows the contrary, and there-. 
ore leaves it upon general Reflections, which 


conſequently ſhew the falſity of ſuch Aſſertions. 


I very well remember the two Gentlemen 
he mentions and himſelf giving in à ſhort 
Repreſentation to the Lords of Trade, pgay- 
ing the peruſal of the Minutes of the Aſſembly 
in reſpe& to their paſſing a Law to prevent any 
one Perſon from holding two or more Offices of Pro- 
fit within that 1/aud, and how inſtead of pur- 
ſuing ſuch Order they made uſe of it to ex- 
amine other Papers tranſmitted from Jamaica 
concerning Eſcheats, which being | obſerved 
by the Secretary or ſome other Perſon, a ſtop 
was put to it; and then it. ſeems the Para- 
graph. inſerted by him was extracted from 
among - thoſe Papers to be brought in here 


as proofs of the ' preſent Governour's being a- 


gainſt the Poſſeſſzon Act, and from hence de- 
claims againſt him in à very extraordinary 
Manner; whereas: I am well informed that 
Paragraph was part of a Letter from the late 
Governour ; which being ſo, nothing can be a 
greater abuſe upon the People of Jamaica, in- 
jury to the preſent Governour, or more . ſcan- 
dalous and deceitful in it ſelf, than this man- 
ner of tagging an Expreſſion in a Letter writ 
long ſince by the. late Governour to the preſent 
Caſe of paſſing the Poſeion Adi, which every 

f | 2 one 
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one did what was in their Power to forward, 
and particularly the preſent Governour. 
For in Juſtice to my Lord Hamilton (ſo much 
*miſrepreſented by Mr. Ayimer) I muſt not here 
'omir, that when the Poſſeſſion At} was tranſmit- 
ted his Lordſhip recommended it in a moſt 
particular Manner to the Lords of Frade, for 
the Royal Aſſent, and likewiſe did from time 
to time write to the Earl of Orkney in very 
ſtrong Terms, to endeavour by his Intereſt the 
getting this Law paſſed; as alſo preſt it to 
his other Friends, and particularly deſired Mr. 
"Thiaxſton to ſollicite the ſame, even at the ex- 
pence of a conſiderable Sum on his Lordſhip's 
Account. 1 1 

What Mr. Ayimer means by the Governour 
-phandering under the Notion of Eſcheats, I can't 
imagine, (unleſs he is conſcious of aſſiſting in 
that himſelf when he endeavoured to make 
[Eſcheateable ſeveral Negroes belonging to Co- 
lone! Lloyd, tho not able to make out the 
ſame) for Mr. Aylmer very well knows there 
is à Law of the Country which pfeſcribes the 
manner of making Eſcheats, ſo that it is not 
in theGovernour's power to Eſcheat, but accor- 
ding to that Law, which is look d upon to be 
an advantagious one to the Iſland; tho Mr. 
Ayimer has ſeem'd very well pleas d with the 
Suſpenſion of it for ſome late Years, that Suſ- 
penſion having leflen'd, as he thought, the 
profits of the -Goyernour : But this plundering 
was an odious Expreſſion againſt Governours, 
and therefore to be cramm'd in right or 
After what Mr. Ay/mer has before ſaid with 
Juſtice of the preſent Board of Trade, tis ſur- 


prizing 
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(13) 
prizing he ſhould mention with diſlike, thar 
new Inſtructions were ſent to the Governour 
of Jamaica on his Majeſty's Acceſſion, and 
the alterations made at ſuch time in the Coun- 
ci! of that Iſland, which he would inſinuate 
was from a pique of the Governour, c. 
whereas tis known to every one the Gover- 
nour has not power to appoint any 'of - the 


Council there, but the ſame is done here im- 


mediately by his Majeſty on the recommenda- 
tion of the Lords Commiſſioners for Trade 
and Plantations. eee ee 

Mr. Aylmer tells us indeed, that Mr. Chapiyn 
and Colonel Blair are Perſons of known In- 
tegrity, well affected to the preſent Eſtabliſh-* 


ment, and of good Eſtates in that Iſland; I 


ſhall not diſpute any of theſe Characters, but 
maſt not omit ſaying, that the Perſons now 
in the Council bear an equal ſhare at leaſt in 
each part of that Character; and however Mr. 
Chaphn and Colonel Blair may deſerve the 
higheſt Commendation from him and ſuch 
ell⸗wiſhers to the Welfare of Jamaica, it ma 
be there are others who have truly its Intere 
at Heart, that (ſo far from the higheſt) do 
not think them deſerving any commendation 
for their Behaviour in the publick Councils of 
Lunar for ſome Years paſt ; and tho' per- 
haps Mr. Aylmer may not think their pro- 
cedure in Voting can be any juſt Reaſon, 
there may be Perſons that do think it ſyſſici- 
ent; what reaſons his Majeſty had for leav- 


ing them out, I do not pretend to ſay, but 


ſhall think juſt Reaſons were aſſigned till Mr. 
Amer prove the contrary. 


* 


As 


- 


( 14 ) 
As I have ever found Mr. Aylmer's Enmity ar 
gainſt the Soldiers very great, his exclaiming 
on that Head does not ſurprize me; tho' he 
would alarm the Inhabitants. of Jamaica by 
zepreſenting what claudeſtine Methods, as he 
terms them, were uſed to their prejudice, and 
contrary (he would inſinuate) and againſt the 
Opinion of the Afſemblyin their Addreſs ; to make 
out which, he firſt mentions the Addreſs of Ja- 
1, 1713. and afterwards gives a ſhort Pa- 
raph of the Governour's Letter without the 
date or what introduces that Paragraph, which 
1 ſhall therefore do tor him. 

My Lord Hamilton in a Letter dated the 
 zoth of October 1712. to the Lords Com- 
miſſioners for Trade and Plantations writes, 
s That the Negroes had lately cut in pieces 
two White Men in open Day, and he can- 
£ not but from this Conſideration propoſe the 
Neceſſity of continuing ſome Regular Forces, 
< at leaſt for ſome time after the Peace, or un- 
til the Iſland can reap the Benefit of it by 
an Addition of White People there; or o- 
© therwiſe the Iſland may be liable to ſome un- 
lucky diſaſter by an Inſurrectio n 
And in the ſaid Letter his Lordſhip further 
adds, That from what he ſays, he believes, 
the Board will be of Opinion that — are 
not altogether fit to be left by themſelves, 
and that at leaſt zoo Men, which might be 
* Ingependent Companies and of much leis 
Charge to her Majeſty, would be Necellar y 
in time of Peace to Garriſon the Forts, and 
© keep. other Guards, to which he attributes 
* much of the Quiet the Iſland: has hitherto 


And 


enjoyed. 
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And afterwards in a Letter of the 25h of 


the ſame Month, both which Letters came by 


the ſame Conveyance, he ſays, ©. Thar if any 
Thing like what he had the Honour to write 


* their Lordſhips in his laſt Letter ſhould be 


© reſolved on, he was perſwaded the Country 
© will cheatfully go into it, notwithſtanding 
© the fatious Endeavours of a Few, "Who 
© bave neyer been ſatisfyed with any Go» 


_© yernment. | etiam Du. 
Thus we ſee the ſame Candour that indu- 


ced. Mr. Aylmer to put his Memorial” in Awouſt 
1712. before the Minutes of the Council in 
Jamaica, or his Letters of December 1711, and 
May 1712. . prevailed with to give the ſame 
Turn to this Addreſs and Letter ; by which it 
1 appears Mr. Aylmer would reflect on 

is Lordſhip as acting counter to the Good 
and Intereſt of Jamaica, or in direct Terms 


writing againſt that Addreſs ; whereas you ſee 
the Truth is, my Lord in his Letter long be- 
fore that Addreſs endeavours to eaſe rhe 


Iſland of its Charge by leflening the Namber 
of Officers, and yet keeping ap the private 
Men for the ſecurity of it. 5105 
But this fallacious and ungentlemanlike 
Writing is in every part of Mr. Aylmer's Nar- 
rative ſo evident that 1 ſhall not longer inſiſt 
on it, making this Obſervation, that he ſhows 
in all this Paper and his own Proceedings, 4 
Deſign willfally and unneceſſarily to deceive and 
diſquiet the Minds of the Inhabitants of Jamaica, 
who might not, as he perhaps imagin'd, 
have the means or the leiſure to detect the Fal- 
lacies he has endeavoured to impoſe on 
them. 13 | FIR 
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Mr. Aylmer makes an extraordinary Excla- 
mation on the latter part of the Paragraph of 
my Lord's Letter of the 27th of October 1712. 
and calls it a fine Character indeed | Which up- 
on his firſt ſeeing he very frankly declared 
here was ſaid of himſelf and two other Per- 


ſons he named, tho he would turn it on the 


But to be more. ſerious : I obſerye Mr. Ayl- 


mer mentions the Planting Intereſt being taxed 


in the ſame Manner, and with the ſame defign 
ſome Men have here the Landed, in Contra- 
diſtiction to the Trader, tho Trade in Jamaica 


as well as here has always born its ſhare, in 


the Support of the Government, and for main- 
taining Parties againſt Rebellious Negroes, &c. 
which is ſo well known, I need. not inſtange 
the particular Duties on Importations and E 


portations. 


Mr. Aylmer has likewiſe given us a Afemo- 


randum pretended to be laid before the Parli- 
ament, whence he would infer it was deſign'd 


to make Laws for that Iſland here, but omits 
giving any Account from what Office, and by 


whom ſuch Memorandum came, becauſe he 
might imagine it would be traced; for my 


part I examined all the Papers laid before the 
Houſe on that Occaſion, and do not remem- 


ber any. ſuch, and am ſure the Gentlemen who 
preſt and deſired the two independent Compa- 
nies in Jamaica, till the Aſſembly had made 
ſome Proviſion for their own Security by con- 


tinuing the Deficiency Law, and making ſome 


Lawsfor the Encouragement of White People 
to come and reſide there, did not intend, but 
were far from any ſuch Thoughts ; nor was. it 
Ny. | | - ous 


(6 
eyer mentioned in the ; Houſe, or I believe 
thought of, only hroached by Mr. Aylmer as 
his Fears; ſo that he firſt mentioned it, and 
now would turn it on others who never ima- 
gin d any thing like it, which is Mr. Aylmer s 
manner of expreſſing his Fears of Men's De- 


ſigns, to render them odious, and argue from 


thence againſt them as if they had thoſe De- 


[YT 


145. A 9806 7 $f» f Ti | 
I now come to the material Part of Mr. 4/-, 


mer's Narrative, where I take it the Queſtion in 


diſpute is, whether the Soldiers are not unneceſſary 
and a Grievance to the Inhabitants of Jamaica 
Which Mr. Aylmer would perſwade us to, and 
conſequently. terms thoſe Enemies who have 
endeavoured to continue them there. 
I muſt now appeal to Mr. mer whether 
the Number of White Men is 2000, or the Negroes 
leſs. than 80000, which mult very much enqan- 
ger the Iſland even from an Inſurrection, not 
to mention the frequent Inſults and Ravages by 
the landing of Pyrates, &c. and all this in 
Peace. If then the Iſland is not in a Condi- 
tion to ſecure its own quiet and ſafety in 
Peace, much leſs in War without theſe, Soldi- 
ers, or until a ſufficient Number of White 
Men ſhall be in the Iſland to one it by its 
own Strength; and how ſhall this be effected? 
It muſt, be by obliging the Planters to keep a 
White Man for a certain Number of Negroes, 
or to pay for a Deficiency, and by making 


* 


ple to come and reſide there. N 


muſt take care to preſerve the Iſland till it be; 
and thoſe Men who are ſo much againſt the 
. en he Soldiers 


Laws for the-inviting, and incouraging Waite Peo- 


But this is not done, and the Government 5 


613) 
Soldiers temaining there; have been the leaſt 
3 to ſecute the Hand any other way: 
as at the requeſt of the Inhabirants, and 
for their ſeeutity King William ſent the Sol. 
diets," and I am ſure Mr: Aber muſt on that 
White People have vey: Much decreaſed''5t1- 
Jamaica nee tar time; and conſequently. 
: mote oecaſton for the Soldiers. 

For my Part, I muſt own I am * the Se⸗ 
curity of the Thang in the firſt' Place,; and 
would be very well pleaſed it were ſecured by 
its own Strength in the Number of its Inhahi- 
tants; but ſince not fo; am deſirous the Security 
from the Soldiers may continue till it can. 
How Mt. Humer s wild eu, Scheme 
(were it put in Practice) would do, that Heeve 
2 vey one who underſtands Jamaica; und the 

irge of citty ying over White People thither ; 
5 ome Perſons have no farther Thoughethan 
ng rid of; or railing at the preſent Charge 
how providing ben che Securir yer me Mend 
bet | . 


er of Mr. Aylmer really imended the 
ica, or only a popular Applauſe 

5 . ſor pretended Sm and grariſi- 
et his — In tailing Iawectives againſt o- 
thers by fal preſentations of Things, I be- 
fieve will 190 aacu to diſcover i And if 
che Inhabitants of Jamaica loo O him as the 
Man who promoted all thoſe arbitrary and illi. 
gel Proccedings in ſome Aſſemblies, or at teaſt 
joined in or approved them; who endeavours 
= and ſollicited the making Free by Act of 
Parliament Netroes and then Families, (which he 
was diſappointed in, by the Oppoſition he met 
with from Colonel Loyd and ſome other Gen- 
| tlemen 
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tlemen here in that Bill, who foreſaw klie 


plying 
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judicial Confequences "of it; ) his own” — 
deſtine Manner in deliveting the Memwrialk; and 
his Method in contriving his Narrative, 
ly to deetive and 4 ler the Mihds of the Inhabi- 
tants '; * look on him with another 
View than when the De. — Sd a 2 
(which vas rejected by Hb 
a Sum not cxcceding 12000. 
ſeven of the de Aab ro depine an an 

' (who *tis' ſaid was to have been 2. 
Aylmer) to ſolicite the r r Laws, and 
dojtig ſuch other publick A amaioa in 
Great Britain, 15 ſhould be inſtructed by the 
ſaid Number ſeven, or any three of them: - 

Thus, Sir, have I examin'd the Heap of Ma- 


' lice and Falſhood couched:in the ſeveral Parts 


of Mr. Aylmers Paper, and I hope cleared the 

Governour and other worthy Gentlemen from 

thoſe A e he would by giving ſuch unfair 

Relation of Th ings inſinuate againit them | 
I have here given the true State of what I 


have related, and hope where I have reaſon d 


I have not been much out; ſhall now only pro- 
teſt, that no Regard of my own. for any par- 
ticular Men or Intereſt (tho' I have many 
Friends, and a Brother, and ſome other Con- 
cer ns there) nor any Reſentment or Spleen a- 
gainſt Mr. Aylmer or any others, have induced 
me to ſay what I have done on this or any o- 
ther Occaſion, but it has wholly proceeded 
from a Regard to the true Intereſt and Wel- 
fare of Jamaica, abſtracted from all other 
Views, and ſome Warmth in ſeeing Things 3 
in falſe Lights, to the prejudice of the 

try, and the Gentlemen who have aways codes 
youred its real Proſperity. ; 
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n 


. Lhave dot hitherto, MTS e 
future. regard any Man Perſon in 
"this Nature, but only the ee 4 
Athions and hen they are for, the, good ob | 
theig, Country. ſhall . always. eſteem and honour | | 
but when otherwiſe, fall — fe led b 
4 Tie, mercenarys intereſted Hevurian. 
; pd Hou W 4 your Pardon for .thi 8 great 
being acquainted with your | 
Readie $. to forgive, and Deſire of true In- | | 
ormation in Matters which may aſſiſt you in | |: 
the Service of your Country, was embolden d 
in it, and doubt not but ſo valuable an . as 
Jamaica will wb g the Benefit of | 
garde a a am w great, and band Keren 
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PREFACE | 
AV ING Keſided in Jamaica ſome Tears at dif- | 
ferent Times, and been Canverſant in the Buſineſs 
ro that and; both there, and in Great Britain, 
have the Opportunity to be J with the Inte- 
reſt thereof, and from time to time made 3 Obſervations 
hom it was to be purſued, or diſcouraged; and on ſeveral. 
Occaſions to particular Gentlemen,  expreft my ſelf. fully 
thereon, 4s well in Writing, as Diſcourſe,  __ © 
And having lately ſeen hom induſtrious ſome Men are to 
miſrepreſent the Ay airs f that land, am indur d from 4 
true Concern for the Good of Jamaica, to Publiſh the fol- 
lowing. Papers; which. were writ at the Times mention d, 
and in he Order they are placed; either at the parti- 


* deſire of ſome Gentlemen, or for the Information of 
others. l | | 


— 


And if in the Peruſal of them, it all appear that my 
Lord Hamilton's Conduct is to be Fuſtiſied in Prorogu ing 
and afterwards Diſſolving the · Aſſembly, which met the 
26th Novemb. 1713. and the 24 of Decemb. 1714. (as it 
appears to have been by the Lords of Trade, in theit Let- 
ter of the 15th April, 1715. and by the Council of Ja- 
maica, by their Report of the 12 November laſt) then 
all that has been Objected againſt my Lord Hamilton, 
or his Adviſers, muſt fall upon the Leaders in thoſe Aſ- 

„ Jemblies, 
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ſemblies, who þ 
Tal 4. 


9 2 3 4 * 


roceeded in ſo Unpreſidented and Unwar- 


„* 4 
* 3s; * 


E 2 3 OY 1 
Ihurefor⸗ the Leaders in theſe Aſſemblies * when 
E 


It is inſinuated by ſome particular Gentlemen here, that. 
1 Lord Hamilton has not been contending with a few 
Men, but with the Iſland it ſelf. That thoſe who have 
been Elelted and made the Majority in the Three laſt 
Aſſemblies, have been Perſons he did not approve, as 
att ing contrary to his ſuppoſed Intereſt, or refuſing to 
ao what has 2 recommended by him. But inſtead of 
thus General Irſinuation, they ought ta have ſhewn par. 
ticular Inſtances wherein my Lord refus'd or diſagreed 
with them in any thing that was for the Publick Good 
of Jamaica; or preſs'd and recommended any thing that 

R * * . 


, * * * 
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mas. prejudicial, or not neceſſary; otherwiſe their Charge 
0 bs Lord, muſt be wholly Groundlefſs, and turn 
upon. themſelves,” if he has only diſagreed with them, be- 
cauſe they have acted againſt and neglected the Intereſt 
of the Country. And I ſhall only further ſay, that a- 
mong the many Misfortunes have be fallen nales F 
have lamented: it as a very great one, that the Free- 
holders ( efperially in the moſt diſtant parts of the INand- 
from the' Seat of Government and Chief Towns of — 4 
have been worked upon to ſuch à degree, ' as to Hlect 
Perſons who have by their Conduct expoſed the Inhahi- 
tants and the Iſland it ſelf to the greateſt Dangers. But 
as no. Man in Jamaica. can Vote tor an Aſſembly- Man, 
but a Landed Man, Owner of any Houſe or Piece. of 
Land of the Value of Forty Shillings a Year.” "We aff 
know hom eafie the Populace are to be managed; and 
are ſometimes ſeduced, without all reaſon, to follow thoſe 
who ſet up to lead them; and when things come to be 
repreſented, not as they truly are, but as it ſerves the 
Purpoſes of Deſigning Men : what can be expetted, but that 
the Body of the, People ſhould be miſlead, and become 
⁊ealous and even furious, they know. not why, and be rea- 
dy to Sacrifice their Security and preſervation to their 
own unreaſonable Fears and Lee. n 


My Lord Clarendon has « Paſſage which I think abr 
$I to Jamaica, and it may not be amiſs to give it 
ere: * It is true ( ſays he] Men of Activity and Fa- 
< ion, in any Deſign, have many Advantages that 4 
* Compoſed and Settled Council theo“ induftrious enough, 
* uſually have, uot, and ſome that Gallant ' Men cannot 
give themſelves leave to entertain, even for the pre- 
vention of all the Miſchiefs that athers intend ;, and 
* whoſoever obſerves the ill acts by which theſe Men 
uſed to prevail upon the People in general; their ab. 
7 fra ridiculous Lying to win the Affections and 
* corrupt the Ur denden of the Weak, and the 
* bald Scandals to confirm the wilful; the boundleſs 
* Promiſes they preſented to the Ambitious, and their 
+ groſs abject Flatteries and Applications to the vulgar 
” Sirited would hardly give himſelf leave to uſe 
K thoſe Weapons for the preſervation of the three King- 

What 
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from its preſent declining and lom Condition, and ren- 
der it a Rich, Populous and Flouriſhing Hand. 
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Aſſemblies of Jamaica, & c. 


Denton Hall, June zoth, 1714. 


HE laſt Accounts from Jamaica, I agree with 
you, give us but a very bad proſpect of what 
that land may ſuffer by their Diviſions among 
| themſelves, and Neglect of what is geceſſary. 
d be done for its Security and Preſervation, 
As you expreſs your ſelf by your Letter, very muck 
concern'd at its preſent Condition, and deſirous to be In- 
ſorm'd fully therein, to know from whom or what Cau- 
es theſe violent Proceedings and Neglect of the Publick 


hafety in the Laſt Aſſembly proceeds; I have for your Sa- 
B tisfaction, 


. 
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tisfaction, during ſome leiſure Hours here, recollected 
and ſet before you in one View, the beſt Account I can. 


or which purpoſe, twill be neceſſary to conſider the 
pages ings Eto Aﬀerabiies® tho” MEN not 


7 * — back than the laſt, in Major General Hand- 
n F 
pers were then many Debts due from the Govert- 
ment to ſeveral Perſons, and Fifteen” Months Salary -i 
the Governor, (who was every day expected to be ſu 
ceeded by the Lord Archibald Hamilton) and according- 
ly-theſepplying” thoſe Exigencies of the Government, 
were earneſtly recommmended to that Aſſembly; but 
the Majority therein,being then of much the ſame Kidney 
as the laft, did refuſe to enable the Treaſury to anſwer 
the ſame effectually, or indeed in any manner, having 
7 Money-Biil (which of ig ſelf was very much 
ſhort: of what was negeflary) another Bill for pregent- 
ing any one Perſon holding Offices of Rroveſt 
Marſhal and Secretary; made without proof of any In- 
conveniencies ariſing from the e, or Complaints in 
the manner of Executing them; which Bill t ey knew 
the Governor and Council would not paſs in that 
. WER F6 SS LaValle 
"This obliged the Governor ta Prorogue them for ſorge 
days, from which, and partly apprehending a Diſſolu- 
tion, they came to à better Temper, deſiſted from their 
former Tack, and gave into the Treaſury One Third 
more than they had before granted, : 
But nevertheless they afterwards. 177 or declined 
entring upon or effe ing ſuch other publick Büſineſs, as 
was abſolutely neceſſary, and for which they had been 
called together (vix.) Subſiſting the Saldiers, effectually 
lupplying the Exigencies of the Government, making 
ſuch neceſſary Laws as were wanting for the Welfare o 


the Illand, whereby Major General Handaſyde fgund 


himſelf obliged to diſſolye them, and call a New ond. 
come Days before the Time prefixt for the Aſſenbly 


Meeting, the Lord Archibald Hamilton arrived as Go- 
vernor; who finding the Affairs of the Iſland, and Ne- 
ceſſities of the Government required their immediate 


Sitting, Met them at the Day appointed, and after ha 
ving approved the Choice of William Brodrick Eſq; Attor 
ney; General for their Speaker, made a Speech ſuitable : 
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_ the Occaſion, the Neceſſities of the vorernmenh and, the 
* Condition of the Iſland; wherein, among other things 
c LL Tame ere to them the State ofthe; Trea- 
aury, and Decay of the Queen's Houſe, then very; ruinous, 
recommended the making effectual Proviſſm for the 
Deficiency of the publick Treaſury, the ee 
preſerving the Queens Houſe, continping the additiona 
i Subſiſtance to the Soldiers (Which in former Aſſemblies 
ua. bad been always cavilled ar by particular Men) and ſuch 
10 other things as were neceſſary and would conduce to the 
. k 1 


Safety and Welfare of the land. gaga. 
The Aajority of this Aſſembly, at that time, was com- 
poſed of Men of the beſt Capacities and dosen the 
Iſland, who underſtood its Condition, and what Diffi- 
culties the Government was under, and how much t 
1 {and had. ſuffered. by the Dr nds and Mftghes, of 
veſt ſome Leaders in former Aſſemblies, with the il. Conſe- 
In- Nauences likely to enſue from thence if not timely pre- 
rented ; therefore, ated as Men reſolved to purſue. the 
latereſt of their Country to ſupport the Government 
har ind do what Was neceſſary for the Welfare of the Iſland. 
Accordinghy, they immediately took, my Lord's Speech 
% Minto, Conſideration, appointed Committees to Examine 
ind Report the State of the Treaſury, and Condition of. | 
the Queens Houſe, in a few days paſfed the Bill for grant: 
hirn the Additional Subſiſtance to the Soldiers; and upon 
the Report of the Committee of the State of, the Trez- 
nedllaury, and that the Queen's Houſe could not be made, Ter 
„ dantable under 2000“. the Aſſembly gave into the Trea- 
deen for anſwering: the Deficiency thereof, and Repair: 
But tho' the Majority was then, as 1 have abſerved, 
ſincerely diſpoſed to ſerve their Country; there were 
nevertheleſs ſeveral Perſons in that Aſſembly, Who made 
it their Endeavour to obſtruct, diſturb and fruſtrate the 
57 Isood Intentions of the others; and notwithſtanding nd 
85. Report, that the We was deficient a confiderabl 
Ne- Sum, and that the ſettled Revenue could not anſwer it 
3: .i2 any time (much leſs, pay the Salary due to the Gover- 
© ha Nor, and growing Demands on the Government) and 
the aforeſaid Ruinous Condition of the Queens Houſe 
yet at firſt oppoſed the giving any Money into the Trea? 
ſury, which when they found they were not able to car- 
Y, laboured to have had 95 Sum granted 7 8 
35 j 2 EC. iu. 
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und 


le tc 
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neu of ooo l. which from what is already ſaid, appears; I ge f 


would have been very inſufficient. the 4 
This Aſſembly in two Seffions ſeemed (as to the Aa- 
jority) to be zealous in defence of the Trade of "the ſ: 1 
Iſland, and the Liberties of its Inhabitants, and deſirous V 
to render it effectual Service by the Encouragement off it , 
the increaſe of White People in it, for its further Settle. ] « 7 
ment, and ſeveral good Laws were made, as The Poſſeſ- . me 
fron Act, &c. Tho in all theſe (and ſome other Schemes e gg. 
I have ſeen intended for the Service of Jamaica, but pre- | 
vented for want of a good Diſpoſition in ſome Perions 
to contribute thereto) they were continually oppoſed byWt and 
a particular Set of Men who oppoſed many Propoſitions] c. ; 
made for the good of the Iſland, and even a&ed to the 
Prejudice of it in the moſt glaring manner, in taking to 
par with and becoming Advocates for Sr. Hovendorlll« the 
Malter againſt my Lord Archibald Hamilton; whoſe: ; 
Diſpute with the Admiral was not Perſonal, but in main - due 
tenance of that Power and Authority intruſted to him Ma 
by the Queen, the Securing the Trade of the Ifland, and}  « 
Defending the Liberties of the Inhabitants; all which: to 
were violated, and the Ifland endanger'd by the Admi- 
ral's Proceedings, in forcing Men illegally, from the 
Sloops and Trading Veſſels of the Iſland, 'contrary to 
the expreſs Laws of Jamaica, and of Great Britain, there. 
by rendering the Country defenceleſfs, interrupting thei 
Rae and highly infringing on the Liberties of the 
7 Is theſe two Seſſions and before the third, ſeveral 
Members dyed, Sickneſs detained others at home, and 
neceſſary Affairs obliged ſome to come for England 
whereby the Majority, who had ated ſo much in Con 
formity to the Good of the Iſland, and in every thing 
maintained- that Unanimity and Concordance with the 
Governor and Council, ſa neceſſary for the diſpatch of 
Publick Buſineſs, were very much leſſened; and the con 
trary Party being very vigilant and active, had gained 
over others, ſo that the good Diſpoſition for the public 
Service, ſo remarkable in the two former Seſſions, was 
at the third wanting, and this by the afore- mentioned 
Cauſes, without any Ground or Foundation given o 
the part of the Governor. * 
At the Opening of the third Seſſions (October the 1 
1713,) the Governour, agreeable to his Behaviour we | 
* . wy F rt v 5. 


che firſt, for the Good of the. Iſland, made a Speech to 


it out of the Power of all others to hart You. 


\ 


the Aſſembly, wherein he ſays: _ | 1H Alidw ? 
5 W E have. now no Foreign Enemy. to firnggle with, 
Me. « fv. 4 your prudent and timely Care, will put 

The itviting and incouraging Artificers and Tra deſ. 
men, in which the Strength of a Colony ſo much con- 


© fiſts, to come and ſettle amongſt Vs, will deſerve your 


© particular. Conſideration, eſpecially at this time, when 
© the. Power of our Neighbours is already formidable, 
and like to increaſe,  _ | * 2 

As for my part, I ſhall moſt heartily and readily 
© concur with, you in Paſſing what Laws ſhall be offer'd 
to Me for the Publick Good and Safety of the Iſland, 
© the Incouragement of the fair Trader, and promot- 
© ing the Planting, Intereſt, - no ways doubting, but a 


in-. due Regard will be had in all your Proceedings, to Her 


© Majeſties Honour, and the Prerogative of the Crown. 
Gentlemen of the Aſſembly, The Fund intended 
© to be raiſed by the Act for providing an Additional 


I Subſiſtance for her Majeſties Officers and Soldiers, fal- 


© ling greatly ſhort this Year, there is a conſiderable Ar- 
© rear due to them, the paying of which, and provide- 
ing for their further Subſiſtance, which, by the R 

ducement Her Majeſty has already thought fit to make, 
© will be more eaſy than formerly, but requires your 
© immediate Care. WET. 8 
© The Additional Duty Bill, likewiſe, expiring at the 
© fame time with the other, the providing for Parties 
* and other Exigencies of the Government's Subſiſting, 


onF © you will, I conceive, find it neceſſary to continue that 


© Fund, | wo ö 
I am ſorry, Iam oblig'd to acquaint you that the 


© Revenue lies under many Anticipations. Confirm'd 


© Experience has found it far from being equal to the 
y neceſſary Expence of the Government, abſtraQting 


) J © from the Contingent Charges thereof. 


10ned 
en 0 


he 1 
fron 


the i 


© The Receiver General's and other Accounts, which 
© Will be laid before You, will make this Evidently ap- 
* pear, and I queſtion not, give full Satisfaction, that 
* the Money appropriated laſt Year to the Revenue has 
been applyed to the Ends for which it was given. 


B 3 © The 


(8 


The Profpetity © and Happiness of 'this Colony; Yet 
© whilſt Her Majeſty is pleaſed to toritinue te at the 


Head of it, ſhall be 
e Man's Liberty or 
ſtrammed or invaded; and exery Dit 
5 je&t, as Kir as in me lies, Countenanc 
n 


y utmoſt Care and Application: 
roperty by Acts of 800 the 
ger DarYf ab Logs Lob. 


recomiend to Fou mot earneftly,” Uninimity 
©2500 4357277 1575 awongſt your Selves, that nd pri- 
Fate Animoſities dr Difpates obſtrück the publick Ser: 
vice, that this may prove a ſhort arid happy Seſſions., 
V: 


an 


Tho, oo Speech Was moſt Patherick,” Comprehenfive 
a Vet hty in, eyery part, yet che Diſpoſition of the 
ſſembly was (by the means aforeſaid) ſo much altered 
Unt 3 4 of its being taken In farate 
Was carried by the Speaket's as al ſo the 


Was carried by the ote only. As 
ordefing of à Bill for continuing the additional Sabſ- 
ſtance to the Soldiers, the number of the Aſſembly” be- 
Ing reduced, and the Adverſe Party, having gained at 
exſt an equal number in the Houſe, thought fit rathe 
to abſent themſelves, and thereby diſable it from do. 
ing Buſineſs, (there being by the ſtänding Rules and 
Orders of the Houſe, à certain number Nedirel fo 
tran ſact in pupffck. Aﬀilrs, paſſing Laws, &c. ) than di. 
realy to refuſe the granting Subliſtance to the Soldiers, 
or ſupporting the publick Credit, then abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary ; by Which Proceeding of, theirs,. nothing Was 
done, or likely to be done, by this Seffions; wherefore 
the. Governour calling” a Council, did by..their Advice 
rits 
for chafmg another, 
been choſen of ſuch Men as had the rea 
vice of tile Illand at Heart: _ n 3 
But during the time of the laſt Aſſembly, there had hat 
been watiting Men who, had charged thoſe Who ach- 
ed for the Service of the Iſland and Support of the Go- 
yernment, with opprefling the Inhabitants by unnece&M- 
ry Impoſitions, and {endeavoured to raiſe a Clamour a- 
— them, and make a Merit at the ſame time to them: 
ſelves in oppoſing the granting any Moneys, by which, 
and reflecting on the other Gentlemen who they alled- 
ted made Advantages out of the publick Moneys, * 


U 


Difſolve the Aﬀerably, and eee ilfued 
ntereſt and Ser- 


far as in me lies, Cor and Cheriſh d. Far 
mains only for mie further on this Occaſion, ty 


fich it was hoßed wonld have] 


ſin th 
Soldier 
by A m 
here, 7 
riſhy u 
imac 
the Fr 
tlemen 
true In 
ſor the 
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elinati- 
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ed ce the Title of Patrfots th heh: 
ſelyes (tho? 18 456 Ive, they had acted with a 


„reut RH, F 18d e800 fe to brand thofe w » 


were really ſo, with the Title of Enemies to the Ind; 
1nd xs the Ge nerality of Mankind, rather ſee the refent 
hard Yips 'on their private Intereſt, than have Views large 
on to ſet that aſſde for the publick Good, tis 50 
Wondered that the Inhibitants' of Famaice were 
rtl) *enſnared. by theſe Inſinuations; and having had 


. hom theſe preterided Patriots Aſſurances, that the thu- 


ug them, would be faving the Charge of — the | 
90 ers, and being at the Election very much incenſed 
by X moſt egregious, falſe, and ſcandalous Paper, Printed 


lere. Rand difpers'd there againſt that time, in every Pa- 


dnn, under the Title of, Same of the many Grievances/of 


finraica. meerly calculated and put together, to e 
the Frecholders againſt the Governor, d thoſe Gen- 


bli-Etlemen, who, beſt underſtood, and ated moſt for the 


true Intereſt of the Country: Such Perſons were choſen 


ſor the next Aſſembly as were likely to do the Public k 
191irrle Service às poſſible, to ſpend their Time andi In- 


do-Iclinations in gratifying their private Piques and Prejudi? 
| ces, and diſtreſſing the Governmenn. 


Thus, by theſe Means, and with theſe Views, choſen 


duind returned, the Aſſembly met on the 26th of N= 


ing that Law as 


vember, 1713, to whom the Governour having approved 


ne- the Choice of Mr. Perer Beckford for —_— müde a 


Speech, Where he ſays, 


Ster of Hh Aſſembly, ' OTE ls 167 27 g 


. E Additional Duty Bill being krpir d, You wa, 
1 N find "the ſame Occaſion of continu- 

ormerl *. . : | 

* The Act for Quartering Her Majeſties Officers and 


nagt Soldiers being likewiſe at an end; and that Fund ling 
"<< very far ſhort laſt Year; of anſwering the Ends fo 
1. © Which it was given; there is a conſiderable Arreat now 


become due, the paying of which being ſo juſt, And of 

{eb Importance to the publick Credit, | hope, 1 | need 
ut mention it to you. 

© The continuing likewiſe of Subſiſtance to * Regi- 


leg: ment here, iy er Majeſty 'ſhall think fit to recal it 
I (which 1 ha Nag Grounds to believe will be ſoon, 


« tho l Javenot ny to ſay 10) muſt appean #0 


B 4 reaſon- 


II ſhall not detain you longer, 


1 TOY 
; reaſonable and neceſſary to every unprejudiced Perſon; 
thay I ſhould: think it were giving You ſome.cauſe of 
Offence, to believe it can admit of a Debate amongſt 


24 
* 


c 
c 
© You, CELLS ESTI! 2 LF 93S 0) » 1849897 
How the Money given laſt Year has been appl ed, is 
© in, your on Power to ſee, and you will fins b the 
„State of the Revenue, that it is conſiderably, in Debt 
© what ſhall be found neceſſary for its Supply, and the 
© Support of the Government for the eating Year, I 
© mpſt recommend to your Care to e * 

ut earneſtly recom- 


mend to you at this time, to lay aſide all Animoſities 
< and. Diſagreements, approving your ſelves in the true 
© Intereſt of the Country, inſeparable from that of the 


x 


EO SORT AL | Oy ct 
On the 24 of December, the Aſſembly preſented an 
- Adxels,: wherein they 1p. 1, 


ay it pleaſe your Excellency, F 
25 W E Her Majeſties moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjects 
© the Aſſembly of this Her Majeſty's Iſland of 
© Famaica, being highly ſenſible of the many and great 
© Favours we have received from Her Majeſty, ſhall ear- 
e neftly with Our atmoſt Zeal ſhew Our Gratitude, by 
. doing all things in Our Power for Her Majefty's Ser- 
vice. | $98 2% 051 F229 Rs, obs bn 
* Whatſoever the: laſt Years Fund for Quartering Her 
© Majeſty's Officers and Soldiers has fallen ſhort, We 
© have agreed ſhall be fully ſapplied, and We have Re- 
© folv'd, That all ſuch Officers and Soldiers as have 
© any manner of Occaſion for an additional Subſiſtanee, 
c ſhall be provided for, for ſix Months, from the firſt 
© Day of November, 17 13. if they ſo long continue un- 
der Pay in this Iſland. ä 


© © The. Conſideration of what relates to ſupplying the | 


© Revenue, and to the fupporting the Government for 
the enſuing Vear, as allo, to the railing an Additional 
I Dry, 9 40 have deferr d till the Publick Accounts ſhall 
We Return your Excellency Our moſt Hearty 
© Thanks for Your Lordſhip's Speech, and ſhall purſue 
that good Agreement amongſt our Selves which your 
© Excellency recommends, and in Our whole Proceed- 
Sings we ſhall ſtrive to demonſtrate Our Duty ift 
; *,* q . Y gr mo 


| 


to Her Joc6 


minat 
Moti, 


5 5 
Gali 


J 
[without any ll Foundations; and immediately aſter the 


|. 4, Their paſſing a Bill for R 
tb 
foccaſione Reflections on, and treated the 


„ 
* moſt Sacred Majeſty, Our Obedience and Deſerende to 
© your Excellency, Our Regard to the Hland, and Out 
* good Will to One Another. 


"108K 86 1 - HG Ae 65104 Wy ; 10 1.3 2 2 2 
| By this, Sir, you obſerve the Governor's Speech points 
out Matter abundant for the Conſideration of the Af- 


ſembly, and that, by their Addreſs, they promiſe to A 

{wer the Ends of it: How far they made the {ame | 
you are fully inform'd by the Minutes of their Proceed- 
ings, which you, with other Gentlemen of Jamaica here; 
having had the peruſal of, tis not neceſſary, and inde 
would be too, tedivas to enter into a particular Detail 
of them; I ſhall only therefore mention the moſt ex- 
traordinary, and take the Liberty to give you my 
Thoughts thereon, with the tendency of the Whole, ih 
relation to Jamaica; which I think may be reduced to 
theſe ſive Heads. | 4 x | T- 2 "+= 


1. Their declaring in the Bilt paſt: for Subſiſting the 
Soldiers, that they ſhould be only Subſiſted to the Firſt 
of May then next, and no longer, without previouſly 
pe Her Majeſty's Pleſaure therein, or having be- 
ore made any Repreſentation or Addreſs to Her Maje> 
{ty or the Governour thereon 4 Which Bill the Governour 
was obliged to paſs thus, otherwiſe the Soldiers muſt 
have had no Subſrſtance. 11 dg 


2. Their paſſing a Law for empowering Seven of the 


- | Aſſembly to depute Agents for Soliciting the publick 


Affairs of Jamaica in Great Britain; as. paſting Laws, Cr. 
they ſhould be inſtructed by the Seven, or any Three of 
them, and applying 12004. for that Purpoſe. 404 


Their bringing in a Bill (pretended to. be) for rhe 
equal and duc Execution of the ſeveral Ofpces of 
Profit. in that and, in ſpleen to particular Perſons, 


| P 


more 


ſame Bill, tho', with a different Title, had on a full Exa- 
3 here been rejected, as proceeding from thoſe 


F where» 
of the Church of England, 
the Sacred 

Function 


ey invaded- the Rights 


i 3 "2.4% 


. 


(nd) 


Fandion with Diſreſpect, and Ter up a unprefidented 
Authority contrary to-all Law and R bn,” DER TOR” 
| BONA DONY O07 17 YC 500 


F. 'Shewing ſo much private Spleen, Paſſion and Pre- 
idice/in paſſing" hard Votes againſt ſeveral worthy Gen- 
tlemen; without juſt Cauſe, or à die Cognizance of the 
pretended Offences; aſſuming an unpreſidented and ille- 
— of ordering Perſons into Cuſtody for Matters 
trivial, 4d not eogriizable by them, and pretending to 
Privileges deſtructive to the Liberties of the Subject, and 
no ways appertaining to them; ind even to a Power of 
7 themſelves fot a Month by their own Au- 
| iy. 903 GOA C1072 15 THO e 64 2f 0 
As to the Firſt Head, I ſhall only fay, it plainly ſhews 
the Aſſembly were not for the Soldiers being continued, 
and acted in a very extraordinary manner after the good 
Services received from them. I ſhall not here enlarge 


the Neceſſity of their being there, or the preſent I 


upon 

Condition of the Iſland, with reſpect to them, having 
fully, in a former Letter to yon, conſidered their Caſe; 
which with ſome other Letters on the Affairs of Famaits 
bave ſince been Printed, under the Title of The Aſſiento 
Cyntract Confider'4, &c, to which 1 refer you. 

As to the 2d Head, | 
the Aſſembly complain of the Money raiſed upon the 
Subject for neceſſary Services, they ſhould give ſuch 4 


P 1 
- 


Sum of 12001. (leaving the abſolute Neceſſities of the & 


Sovernment unprovided for) purely for the maintain: 
ing of Perſons to keep up the Spirit of Party in the 
Hand, and to profectite their own Deſigns at the pub- 
tick Char e. ee 0 222207 Ho | 8 

For if there was a Neceſſity to appoint an Agent by 


ſuch a Bill for managing the Affairs of the Iſland, that || 


Bill ought to have been worded in another manner, and 
not have excluded the Governor and Council (who tis 
preſumed are as —_ of adviſing what's proper for 

he Good of the Ifland as any 7 or 3 Aſſembly Men) as 
the Aﬀembly have done, and confined the whole Dire - 
tion and Inſtruction of ſuch Agents to themſelves; 
whereas tis very well known that the Governor being 


s very extraordinary, that When 


filetir 


the Crown's Executive and Miniſterial Officer, from elf oth 


whon it receives | 
the Iſland, Ce. his Advice, Repreſentation and Informa- 
tion is ſuppoſed to be of weight in all Matters that con- 


tern 


formations concerning the State off Au 


aperi: 
| tho! 


) as 


ire 


Fes 
eing 
rom 


ma- 
con- 
tern 


Aged 


(i). 


115 the Mat 6d ben A perbn of Chi 
has 10 1 e N y 


1 D 42 
90 Fare had forte Rare in Appe inting and Directin 
10 Agents: But as this way wit Ates 

hey Were, Governed'0l „ derations, wh 
cen e S ſies for ks Parties 
Rebellion ous were not giveth, 
7 et) OE ry, af 400 70 the Exige cles of the 
vetnne nt unpr vided for. 
The Third F Head 1 think is een in the Stari 
5 and more RE Ee the Piqtie and Pa ſſion 8 

And here I muſt ta ke Notice, _ Pn 0 7 
at ich time th hey bons to get the former veſe 
cönhirm'd, delwet'd to che Lots 6f 1 4 
wherein were many Reflections“ on the 
t Fel Hate and preſent Goyernot,” and 

ro 


MM 


ex 


RE 


4 dM" | 
Sdate Facts in this Paper were  entitay falſe; x "very 
thi let. forth , © defignedly- repreſented : 12h 
ind When the Per 92 who gave in the Bite, were deſited 
to nache any one Fatt änd prove it, they excuſed the 
ſelves; and. had not theſe Benden been actuated by 
Splech nd Paſſion, they could never have delivet'd ſuc 
a Pap 1 as Reaſons for Confirming that Law, 'when't 
ly. at the Falun it, were jo far from having ap 
facts before em to thew any unequil of undue | 
ton had been in the Offices of Secretary ind Provoſt 
Märſhal in Mr. Dy 's time: That on à Heariny 5 
the . Houſe, th 1 came to a Reſolhtion in Mr; 
Vs Favour, and to is Honour; ſo that ſuch Law w Wes 
not Wanted for the” of the Thnd; but brought ih 
out of prejudice to Mr. "Ri 86% "va merely to deprive Hit 
of the Deputation of the Serin Ly n 
Ih h their Bil for 'Regalating Ant ere very N 80 


1. 9 andeſtry'd, and without any _ ions Exam 
tion or Cenlure (as s in the border ſe "of Mr. / 
BS on the Clergy, and the" end a ea 


* Ecclèſiaſtick Judges never pretended to àn * 
Ind y this 
tering they are 


I (which is very e raordinary Ba 
f file, on 
lf other reſpects 


re for taking away, as far as po 
the Prerogative of the Crow) ſe 


e ofen Authority in the Governor 92 5 to Low, 100 


uperior to the Crown's, * in ſuch Caſes, and this 
without any juft foundation, and at à time when the Re- 


4 verenct 


verence due to that Character is not well kept up in the 
lang, and of the 17 Pariſhes there, for want of In- 
cumbents the Divine Service is not perform'd in one half 
of them; therefore the putting theſe Gentlemen under 
ardſhips or popular Odiums, is a great diſcouragement 
at this time to the practice of Religion in the Iſland, and 
even tends to the aboliſhing the publick Exerciſe of it. 

. 1, come now to. the laſt Head, and herein the Aſſem- 
bly were guilty of the greateſt Violation upon the Li- 
berties of the Subject, in ordering ſeveral Perſons into 
Cuſtody without any Cauſe (as far as appears by the Mi- 
nutes) on pretence of breach of Privilege or Contempt 

of the Houſe, thereby confining them for ſome time 
obliging them to attend the Houſe from diſtant parts of 
the Iſland, which was a great Charge to them, very de: 
trimental to their private Affairs, and the publick Trade 
of the Iſland; compelling them to pay certain Sums for 

Fees, on being Diſcharged, at the — of the Houſe, 
there being no ſettled Fees; and this for very trivial or 
no Grounds; ſome words ſpoke or reported of ſome 
1 Man, which conſidering the extent of the 
Iſland, the ſmall number of the Inhabitants, and the ge- 
neral Knowledge the Gentlemen of the Aſſembly may 
have of what is done or ſaid (even in private Converſa- 
tion) throughout the Iſland ? Tis very extraordinary in 
them to aſſume ſuch Authority on (light Occaſions (be- 
yond what the Commons of Great Britain ever did in 

Times) and of publick Diſ-ſervice to the Iſland and 
II concern'd in it. | cM * 
Their Reſolutions againſt Colonel Lang, Loyd, Mr. Kent, 

ore, Freeman, Aſcough, and others, are of the ſame ex- 
traordinary Nature, falfe in the Alegation contain'd and 
made without the Examination proper and uſual before 
ſuch Reſolutions, and only to render theſe Gentlemen 
odious to the People. The Aſſembly in their Reſolution 
ſay, They had been acquainted and aſſured, theſe Gentlemen 
had ſolicited and ſubſcribed a Paper directed to the Lords 


Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations, againft a Lan h 


7 that tand, Entitled, An Act for preventing any one 
Perſon from holding two or more Offices of Profit in 
that Iſland; by which means, upon their application, the 


ſaid Act was rejected by Her Majeſty. 

All the Ground the Aſſembly 7 for this Reſolution, 

was from Letters ſome of their Members had W 
rom 


(3) 
from the Opponents of Mr. Rigby + i Whereas theſe Gen- 
tlemen at the Deſire of the Board of Trade, only. at- 
tended there; and being ask'd whether they knew of 
any Inconveniencies in the Execution of the Offices of Se- 
crètary and Pr ovoſt · Marſnal of the Iſland, for ſome Years 
laſt paſt, declar'd they did not. And if Gentlemen for 
attending and giving their Opinions at the Board of 
Trade, when deſired, ſhall be Treated in this manner, 
'twill' make them refrain concerning themſelves for the 
future, on ſuch Occaſions as may be neceflary for the 
Service of the Iſland. * Oni VE OSVITS!D 

Thus, in all their Proceedings have they manifeſted 
much. private Prejudice and Reſentment, and little Re- 
gard for the Publick; ſo that in their Seſſion from the 
26th of November, to the 2oth of February, of the ma- 
ny things recommended to them by the Governor's 
Speech, they only paſs'd the Bill for Subſiſting the Sol- 
diers to the firſt of May, and no longer, as aforeſaid, 
and ſpent all the reſt of their Lime in the extraordinary 
and memorable Proceedings before taken notice of, and 
ſuch like, without attempting to do any thing for the 
real Good of Jamaica, for which they had abundant Op- 
portunity and Time, had they been ſo diſpoſed; and to 
cloſe the whole, aſſumed a Power of Adjourning them- 
ſelves for a Month, contrary to the expreſs Orders of 
the Governor, leaving all the publick Buſineſs undone, 
for which they were called together; on which the Go- 
vernor, who could not allow-of ſuch Adjournment, has 
Diſſolv'd them. Nei 1 N 

'Tis, I know, very evident, chat their aſſuming ſuch a 
Power is utterly Unpreſidented, and Unwarrantable; I 
can't however but think it a fit Cloſe of ſuch an Aﬀem- 
bly, who, I believe, will be memorable for ſo many Ex- 
traordinary Violent and Illegal Proceedings, and utter 
Neglect of every thing neceſſary to have been done by 
them for the Welfare of Jamaica. 

You are pleas'd, Sir, to acquaint me that ſome Men 
here, would have us take che Leaders of the late Aſſem- 
bly as the only Patriots of Jamaica, which from their 
Actions I can no way comprehend, unleſs their Refle- 
tions on the Governor, and other Gentlemen who have 
endeavour'd to Support the Government, encourage the 
Settlement of the Iſland, and preſerve the Trade and 
Uberties of its Inhabitants, can entitle them to that 


— 


(14) 


Denominatian. What they mean by their own: At || + 


ens, their Calummy without Proof againſt other an 
aſſuming a Merit without taking one ſtep for 1 "= 
——_— cannot imagine; unleſs My would them. fl =: 
ſelves be the Rulers and Governors of the Country, | ++ 
which ſrom their late proceduxe they will appear emi: 4 
. ein 5 1400 6 Me 100 »1iibp be A 
But, Sir, to ay no more ot theſe Men, *twere to Wil 
wiſh'd Gentlemen of the Ifland would reflect on the Na- = 
ture and Conſtitution of the Government of Jamaica, 
derived wholly from the Favour of the 2 30 30 
M Conſequences; may enſue deſtructiyg to its very Being, : | 
would futare Aſſemblies take ſuck extraordinary Mes- 5 
ſures as the laſt. I muſt deſire yon, Sir, to write to 
your Friends and Factors there, that the ill rendency of 0] N. 
theſe Actions may be inculcated among the. Inhabitants ; .Wh 
of Jamaica, in order to their Choice ſuch Perſons for — t 
the next Aſſembly, as may purſue the true Intereſt of awe 
the Country with the utmoſt application, without avy ae: 
r — M 214: Doron bo: vp 
ay 1202 e you ob (03 I an, Koo i! 1 55 
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tor comgliance with e een 
ba \ compliance ;with. your Commands in May 'lal 
& 1562 Providin for the Soldiers in Jamaica, 9 d 


for 5 
and in reſpect to them; wherein as you was well in- 
by ſorm'd of che Conſequences and A Gorges of that Co- 
"VF Ylony to Great Britain, I obſerv'd that thoſe Advantag 
._  BidſtraKing them from other Conſiderations, do 1a 
ereat meaſure depend on the Security of that Hand, the 
Merchants Trading thither,and the Factors going to, al 
_ Frefiding in it, and that this Security the Soldiers hay 
een to the 17 the pre- 
© .. Efrvation of it, and in caſe they ſhould be recalle 
would. (in that Particular only) very much endanger. f 
Trade and Safety of Jamaica. ae 
For the Negroes,on the and, being upwards of Eighty 
Thouſand, and the White Men not above Two Thou- 
knd, may at any time riſe and deftroy the White People, 
o prevent which, 2s well as "ſecure themſelves "from an 
Enemy in time of War, or Pyrates in time of e 


fe 


© ® 
93 2 * 7 


there are conſtant Guards kept in the Forts and ſever 
parts of the Hand, which before the Soldiers came Thi- 
her, were ſerved by the Inhabitants, but was a very 
lereat Toil and Fatigue to them, occaſioned the Death 
Inany White Men, eſpecially thoſe newly come to the 


19H Land, and was conſequently very prejudicial. to the 


Lud Trade and Buſineſs of it. Not to mention that ſuch 
IJuards were not, nor could be ſo well ferv'd by the M. 


irie, as by Regular Forces, eſpecially in thoſe Farts 


Nd 4 
dere there were any Number of Great Guns, & r. 
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fore the Houſe of Commons, I gave you the Srate of the 


and, and are ſtill necefſa e 


8 2 a ' | | * a But 
E T- | | 


2 
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(06) 
But, notwithſtanding, I muſt own that many 4 tho 
Planters reſiding in Jamaica (not thoſe who are here) 
are for having the Soldiers recalled; and in order there - 
to, the laſt Aſſembly, as I take notice in the Letter re- 
ferred to, did refuſe continuing to them any Additional. 
Suhſiſt ance to their Britiſh Pay, longer than the firſt of 
May laſt; and this done by them, withoat firſt giving 
the Crown Sianks fot them during the War, or making 
any 9; entation of their being an unneceſſary Charge 
to the and, and deſiring they might be recalled. 
I have never been for keeping Soldiers in any part of 
his Majeſties Dominions, nor ſhould be in Jamaica, did 
I not look npon it as the greateſt Security, at preſent, a- 
gainſt an Inſurrection of the Negroes, of Inudſion of Py- 
rates, and can affirm the Quiet the Ifland has enjoy'd 
for ſome Years paſt, may juſtly be attributed to the Sol- 
 diers being there. n 
I am not, nor is any Perſon I have met with, ei- 
ther Planter of, or Trader to, Jamaica, for keeping Sol- 
diert there, if ſome Means were entred upon and made 
effeAual for Inviting and Encouraging of White People ta 
come to the Hand: But ſurely conſidering the preſent 
Circumſtances of it, until this be done, and a much 
greater Number of White Men in it, no Man will think 
it reaſonable to have the Soldiers recalled, who are but 
two Hundred. _ | | e 
The Mand of Jamaica is ſurrounded with powerful 
Neighbours, and unleſs ſome immediate Care be taken to 
get White People to it, or it be ſecur'd by Men of War 
or Forces from Great Britain, before the firſt Rupture 
with France, cannot remain, thereafter, long in the Hands 
ox Poſſeſſion of the Engliſh; ſince ina few Hours Sail, 
the French from any part of Hiſpaniola may be upon it. 
But as I have told you in a Letter of the 20th January, 
1712-13. *'Tis needleſs to ſay more as to the Danger 
Taibitent in, than obſerve, that in the Year 1693; the 
nhabitants of Hiſpaniola form'd an Expedition at their 
own Charge againſt it, and over-run and deſtroy'd the 
greateſt part of it. Tho' it muſt be owned, that the 
Fear before the Hand had ſuffered a very great Loſs by 
the Earthquake in its Inhabitants, and the Sickneſs that 
followed : Yet notwithſtanding, on Enquiry into the 
State and Condition of the Hand at that time, twilt be 
Hund to have had a much greater Number of White Men 
| | or 
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ir Inhabitants upon it than ſince; and it is certain; and 
much to be lamented, that at this preſent the Number 


of them is leſs than they have been, tor Forty. Tears pat. 

The Inhabitants of Jamaica can t be at a loſs for Infor- 
mation how the French are encreaſing in People and 
New Settlements on Hiſpaniola, nor the Methods taken 
by the French King for Encouraging White People to 80 
thither and particularly what Care he takes that no 
one Perſon keeps any conſiderable quantity of Land more 
than he Plants or Manures. And that every Owner of 
Negroes keep a White Man to every five, or pay atertain 
Sum Weekly to Receivers for Deficiency. Which M& 
ney, as what is raiſed by Duties, is employed not to the 
King's immediate Uſe, but in the 3 ſettling of the 
Country; by Crediting Perſons that ate or will become 
Settlers, with "Negroes and Neceſaries for that Purpoſe 
to be paid out of the Produce, one Third at a time, un- 
til the Sum ſo Credited, be re-pay'd. 

Theſe Methods taken by the French King, can't fail 
making Hiſpaniola a moſt glorious Settlement, and a 
dreadful Neighbour to Jamaica. Inſomuch, as it is jut 
to be fear d they will not only endanger by that an 
other their Settlements in their Iſlands in Amerita our 
Sugar Trade, but be the means of diſpoſſeſſing the Eng- 
liſh of ſo valuable an Iſland as Jamaica to Great Britain. 

Nothing, humanly ſpeaking, can conſidering our pre- 
ſent Scituation of Affairs, ſecure and preſerve it, but the 
immediate entring upon and doing the many things ſo 
much wanted, and fo neceſſary to be done for the Secu- 
rity and Proſperity of that Colony 3 particularly ma- 
king Laws that ſhall oblige all ſuch Har fone who have 
great Tracts of Land, to Settle or Sell them. That 
every Owner of Negroes ſhall keep a White Man to a 
certain Number of: Negroes he is Mäſter of, or pay 4 
Sum Weekly for deficiency. That after a certain time, 
no Negroes ſhall be brought up to any Trade; and ſack 
as are already Tradeſmen of any kind, ſhalt not be ſuf⸗ 
ler'd after a limited time to Work at any ſuch Trade he 
has been brought up to under a Penalty. And that For- 
treſſes wanted in any part of the Iſland be forthwitht 
erected, and thoſe already: erected kept in good Repalr; 
furniſh'd with competent Garriſons, and well — 
with Arms and all kind of N Ammunition, yr 


* 
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3 
ſuch Laws made, as may be for the Encouragement of 
White People to come and Settle in Jamaica. 

This, Sir, is all I have to trouble you with at this 
time, and ſhall Conclude it, by telling you, that ſnould 
the Engl iſh be diſpoſſeſſed of Jamaica, we ſhall not only 
loſe an Iſland of very great Conſequence to us in point of 
Trade, but muſt never afterwards expect to be formida- 
ble e Naval Force in that part of the World, as we 
have been for many Vears paſt by means of that Iſland; 
ior the loſs of Jamaica will probably be followed with 

e Ruine of our Intereſt in America. 

. | | 1 am, &c. 
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My Lord Hamilton's Sextc u, December ach 


1714. 


Gentlemen, 


2 AFecr former fruitleſs and unſucceſsful Seſſions 


of different Aſſemblies, we are now met a- 
© gain, and I hope it is with Temper and Reſolutions to 
© ay aſide all Animoſity and needleſs Contention, ſeri- 
© ouſly and heartily to ſet about the Buſineſs for which 
© you are called together. | | 

In order to this, it is neceſſary to lay open the two 
Chief Points lately in Diſpute ; one a pretended Pri- 
© vilege, the other, the Providing for the Soldiers; upon 
© both which Heads I hope to give you entire Satisfa- 
© Aion; ſince I'm perſwaded you'll not aſſume more than 
© is your Dae, nor repine at what is both your Intereſt 
© and Security. | 

As to the firſt then; It is with Authority I aſſert 
that the Aſſembly of this Iſland has no Power to Ad- 
© journ themſelves without the Governour's leave, for a 
© longer time than De die in diem, that pretended Power 
being altogether groundleſs, Aſſemblies being called, 
© and Sitting as an Aſſembly by Virtue of the Royal 
Authority veſted in the Governor by Commiſſion un- 
© der the Broad Seal of the Kingdom of Great Britain, 
© they ought not to aſſume a Power never lodged, - or 
6 intended to be lodged in them; and therefore I am 


directed to aſſert the Prerogative, and not to allow of 
Jany ſuck Adjournment of your ſelves, 


After 


25 , . 


* B $a 
of F © After what I have now told you, is there one un- 
der this Roof that can inſiſt upon it, or expect that I 
will fo far betray the Truſt repoſed in me, as to give, 


Gita 1 5 \ | | ; 8 
ly i '< - JA all, bleſſed be God, entirely Secure both! 
of } « our Religious and Civil Rights and Liberties, in the 
la- Ha py and Peaceable Acceſſion of His Majeſty King y 
de <GEORGE to the Throne; and I hope you will nor 

fail to improve this firſt Opportunity of Demonſtra- 
ith ting your ſelves with the utmoſt Zeal and Affection 
© Datiful and Loyal Subjects. 

' © As to the other Matter, the Providing for the Sol- 
— {© © diers, I am to acquaint you, That Her late Majeſty of 

© Blefſed Memory, did order the Regiment here to be 
id, be reduc'd into two Independent Companies, to conſiſt 

of one Hundred Men each, Officer's Servants inclu- 

* ded. This was upon the moſt mature and ſolemn con- 

; R ded abſolutely neceſſary for the Safety 

Ot the llland, —_ 3x 1 „ 

s The Parliament has provided for theſe Men in the a 
2 * ſame manner with all the other Forces kept on Foot, A 
tO the Number now Eſtabliſh'd here is ſo ſmall, that your 4 
Additional Subſiſtance {by ſo long experience found | 
ich „ abſolutely neceſſary) will be an inconſiderable Charge 
= to the Country, and is aſſuredly expected of you. 180 
'ri- Gentlemen of the Aſſembly, I 
on F © I muſt not only Recommend this to you, but alſo to 
fa- F © reimburſe the Gentlemen of the Council, who on ſo 
an © preſſing a Neceſſity, together with my ſelf, have with 
eſt no other view than the Publick Service, and the Pre- 
: * ſervation of the Peace and Quiet of the Iſland, Contri- 
© buted to the Subſiſtance of theſe Men fince May laſt, 
= ö worn for ſome time paſt, has been wholly en my 
elt. 4. 
rer © The Supplying the neceſſary and preſſing Occaſions 
ed, of the Government, ſo long poſt pon'd, will require 
val your immediate Conſideration. Lou can have no Sa- 
* tisfation in hearing the Complaints of many ho have 
8 - wy 7+ aan on the Government, which remain un- 

tis 7 . | f y ; 
70 © What Good Laws may be prepar'd for the bettet 
© Peopling the Iſland, and Quieting you in your Poſlef- 
* fions, may go hand in _ With the Supply+Bills 
1 * 2 * - 


aſe - N 


(,20,) 


that it ſhall not be my Fault, if this be not a ſhort and 
be GBS 
1 nce more, Gentlemen, Ido earneſtly recommend 
to you à good Agreement and Diſpatch, laying aſide all 
former Animoſities and Reſentments. As for my own 
part, there's nothing that can reaſonably be expected 
© of: me, that I'm. not ready to go into for your Sati(- 
0 faction. If any real Grievance or Preſſure ſhall appear, 
I concur with you, to the ' utmoſt of my Remer 
to Redreſs it: But if Paſſion, Prejudice, or Private 
© Views, ſhould create Imaginary ones, they are to be 
eng 
Let then no other Strife or Emulation appear in 
this Iſland, but who ſhall ſhow moſt Zeal, Duty and 
© Good Will to the preſent Happy Eſtabliſhment, and 
<'the trueſt Love to his Country; not by oppoſing 
© Government, but by Strengthning and Supporting it. 


n Note, The Aſſembly this Speech was made to, Sat 

but Three Days; the Reaſon 7 their being Proyo- 
**.* "gued," and 3 Diſſolv'd,” appears by the Re- 
port of the Council, made Novemb. 12. 1714. 
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eA VIEW of the PROCEEDINGS 
of the «Aſſembly of Jamaica, and the C ondudt 
the Governor and Council of that-Iſland ; 

it h a) ſhort State of its preſent Condition, 


a * F 
Sas Ms 


FP ON the Meeting of the Aſſembly on the z1/ 
_ Þ of October , laſt, the Governor Communicated 


to them, 


121 lo purſuant to his Directions, his Maje- 
ties Letter to his L 


ordſhip. | Wherein his Majeſty fays, 


e "© Whereas the State and Condition of 
Extraft of the that our Iſland of Jamaica, having been 
King's Letter. laid before Us by our Commiſhtoners 
or Trade and Plantations, We cannot 
© from the great Regard We have for the Safety and 
p N of an Iſland ſo Valuable by its own Produce, 
* and by its Scituation for Trade, but expreſs our Con- 
© cern to find it's Inhabitants. ſo Decreaſed, and Trade 
© of late Decayed; whilſt its Vigilant Neighbours have 
© omitted no Endeavours to increaſe and ſtrengthen them» 
© ſelves in both; This Concern is the greater when We 
* obſerve that there has not been that good Agreement 
in Aſſemblies, ſo neceſſary at all time for Publick Hap- 
< pineſs, but more eſpecially at ſuch a JunRure. After- 
wards his Majeſty fays : Hs 1 
We cannot but expect from that our ſaid. Iſland, a 
ready and cheerful, Compliance in making an Hohoura- 
© ble Proviſion for our Revenues, in Diſcharging all Pub- 
lick Debts, and giving a neceſſary Subſiſtance to the in- 
* dependant Companies there in our Pay, till by the 
good Laws which ſhall be made for encouraging the 
© Increaſe of Inhabitants, there may be no further Oc- 
© caſion for them. Further adds: | ETOP 
© It is ſo much their Intereſt, and of ſo great Concern- 
© ment to them, to Enter ſerioull and heartily u 
* Meaſures to encourage a Reſort of People thither, and 
there to fix them, that we cannot doubt of their being 
* Unanimous in it: To which, however, We are wil- 
ing to exhort them further, by Aſſuring them that ſuch 
Proceedings for the Publick Good of our People, will 


C3 © always 


\ 


4 
- * 
1 

* "s * 4 
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1 CEE n 
© always be the moſt 


| nne 
| eſſectual Recommendation to 
FContinuance of our Royal Favour and Protection; 


the 
and 


das We have been Pleaſed to renew your Commliiß 
on and Inſtructions; We expect yon will continue 


. beſt Endeavours for. the Advancement of 
© good Ends, which we ho 


oy 


. Aﬀerx the Letter Communicated to the Aſſem 
the Governor made a very handſom Speech upon 


fubject Matter of the (aid Letter. 
Wherein, after taking 


S 


theſe 


good E will reſtore that our ſaid 
ö Alland to a flouriſhing Condition. And ſo Concludes. 


1 
: 


5 


Notice of his Majeſty's Flvokr 


t0 the Ifland, and the Effect he hopes it would have on 


: 


them,. proceeds more er to open the e 
7 


Neceſſities of the Iſlan 


the ſaid Letter in theſe Words. 


| '* and the Condition of publi- 
Affairs, in order to their better purſuing; the Intents of 


© AFTER, the Aſorances You haye had relating, to 
the independent Companies, I cannot doubt but 


vou will reſt intirely fatisf 
2 with what his Majeſty expetts of you, on. tha 
© other Heads recommended to. you, I t< 

Service be laid before Lou. a ir 
After taking Notice of the weak and deſenceleſs 


dition of Jamaica. Proceeds thus, 


and chearfully Comply 


t and 


a | ou, I ſhalt take Care 
© that exact Accounts of the Debts contrated for that 


Con- 


. © As the Fortifications. on Port 7 25 have lately had 


 ©*eonſiderable Repairs, ſo I cannot 


ut mention to You 


© as of the greateſt Importance to, the Security of the 


© whole. Iſland and its Trade, that the Profected 


Line 


© there ſhould be gone on with; and likewife, that ſome- 
© thing be done at Pore Moram: If you ſhall find that 
«Mt uſtal Proviſion for Fortifications wilt not be fuf- 
© ficient for ſuch New. Works, ſo that your further A. 


_ © ſiſtance will be neceſſary; I aſſare my Self yo 


u will 


not let it be wanting to your own Safety at ſo Critical 


© a Junture., f T 
* Econ them to make to make ſome good Laws for 


the incouraging and fixing a greater Reſort of People, 


& recommends to them the doing the Buſineſs of the 


country, and Concludes in theſe Words. 
Let our Emulation be, who ſhall by his Actions 
4 the moſt unfeigned Duty and Dzference to the 


ſhow 
King 
e the 


— 


(23) | 
© the heartieſt Inclinations to the preſent happy Eſta- 
* bliſhment, and the ſincereſt Affection to his Country. 


The 1ſt November being the 24 Day of the Aſſembly's 
Sitting, the buſineſs was deferred for the ſake of two ex- 
traordfnary unpreſidented Reſolutions, to ſhew their 
good Diſpoſitions to Unanimity; in the following Terms. 
Reſolved, That ng Member of the Council hath right 
8 in the Election of any Member to ſerve in any 
uſſembl ß | 8 01. AS01000 
* Reſolved, That it is an high Infringement of the Li- 
berties and Priviledges of the People of this Iſland, for 
anty-ſuch Member of the Council, or any Cuſtos Rotulo- 
rum, or Collector of the Pariſhggwvhere ſuch Collector 
or Cuſtos ſhall reſide, to concern themſelves in, as to in- 
fluence the Elections to ſerve in Aſſemblies. | 
The next Day the Addreſs of the Aſſembly to His Ma- 
jeſty is prepared, and as a Demonſtration of their Can- 
dour and good Will for the Publick Service, and the Diſ- 
polition they met with, for Cultivating that Unanimity 
ſo earneſtly recommended by His Majeſty. The firſt 
Paragraph runs thus, (ER tht N 


* WE do with all Humility and Cheerfulneſs Embrace 
© the firſt Opportunity of -Congratulating Your 
* Majeſty on Your Peaceable Acceſſion to the Thrane 
© of your Royal Anceſtors, which We had done ſooher, 
* at the laſt Meeting of this Body, had not we been pre- 
* vented by a haſty Prorogation, attended with an un- 
, * Diſſolution. 
Afterwards among others are the following, 

We return our moſt dutiful, humble, and hearty 
Thanks, in granting to us of this Iſland, the two ne- 
ceſſary Laws, which from falſe e ri- 
vate Ends of ſome particular Perſons, had ore 
© met with ſo much — | 

We Aſſure your Majeſty, that as We have not hi- 
© therto, ſo hope We never ſhall be wanting in our 
© Parts, to make an honourable Proviſion for the Re- 
venue, in diſcharging all its juſt Debts, and as we are 
© truly ſenſible that your Majeſty's Royal Intention, in 
© keeping up the two independant Companies, is no 
© other than the Security of this Your Iſland and Peo- 
* ple; ſo We ſhall make ſuch Proviſion for them, as 

C 4 © We 


„ 


End propoſed. 


* 019 
Ve hope ſhall tend to your MajeſtiesSatisfaQtion, tift 
We can effect a Law formerly, and'now under Conf? 
deration,, for the Incouraging the coming over, and ſet- 
8 2 ' 2 . . . 
* fling-a greater Number of your Majeſties Subjects in 


= . 


Sthis Iſland. 


; And give other Aſſurances according to the King's 
This Addreſs agreed to by the Aſſembly, is ordered 
by them, to be ſent by the 8 to Great Britain, to 
ſuch Perſon or Perſons as he ſhall judge moſt convenient. 


* 


Ine 7th of November, the Committee appointed to 


conſider of his Excellencies Speech, made their Report, to 
which the Houſe agrggd to the Effect r A 
That they were deeply affected by his Majeſty's Letter 


mentioned therein, and full of Zeal to His Majeſties Per- 
. fon and Government, and would readily Obey his im- 


mediate Commands; and Declare their Abhorrence of 
the Pretender, GC W. i og ; 
That when the Publick Accounts are laid before, and 
Inſpected by the Houſe, they will make Honourable Pro- 
viſion for the Revenue, and Diſcharge its juſt Debts, and 
provide for the two independant Companies; and if the 
uſual Proviſion is not ſufficient for the Fortifications, will 
give ſufficient Supplies for effecting the ſame. 
And having under their Conſideration, (as former Aſ- 
ſemblies have had) a Bill for bringing over and ſettling of 
white People in the Iſland; and a great Advance being 
made therein, doubt not but it will anſwer the good 
Ordered, That a Meſſage be ſent to his Excellency to 
Acquaint him with the ſaid Reſolutions. 2 | 


On this the Governor, the next Day ſent to the Aſſem - 


bly, taking notice oſ the manner in ſending, a Meſſage, 


in Anſwer to his Speech, but paſſing it by, tells them, 
he has ſent an Account of the Debt incurred for the Sub- 


ſiſtance of Collonel Handaſyde's Regiment, and the two 


Companies, with proper Vouchers, and deſires their An- 


ſwer thereupon. «231611 
On which the Aſſembly order'd a Committee, to In- 


ſpect all Publick Accounts, and by another Meſſage; re- 


preſent to his Excellency, they hoped their Yeſterdays. 
Reſolutions would be Satisfactory, and that they could 


not more fully explain themſelves, till, they had the Re- 


port 
BY 9 FEES 
. 


* 


port of the Committee on ſuch 


he Co ebts, and being deter- 
mined to Obey his Majeſties Letter; angus far as is con- 
fiſtent with the Truſt repoſed in them, his Excellencies 
Fara defire'to know wherein they have been de- 
cient. | | e 

Ne mber the 8th, a Meſſage was ſent by his Excellen- 
cy to the Aſſembly, wherein he ſays, © That former * 
© ſemblies not having thought it neceſſary to provide for 
© the Soldiers longer than to the 1/t of May, 1714. the Go- 
© yvernor; by the. Unanimous Advice and Aſſiſtance of the 
© Council” (the Aſſembly not then fitting ) reſolv'd to 
Maintain them till Proviſion could be made for them 
by an Aſſembly; obliged: thereto by unavoidable and 
© abſoJate Neceſſity, which he hopes will appear from. 
the following Conſiderations. Fit, It is conceived 
Levery one will readily allow that he could neither, break 
the Soldiers in pay of the late Queetl, nor of his pre- 
© ſent Majeſty, otherwiſe than by their particular Com- 
© mandsz without being highly Criminal. In the next 
© place, it muſt likewiſe be allowed, from former Expe- 
© rience and Practice, that they could not poſſibly Sub- 
* fiſt upon their proper Pay, without an additional Sub- 
© fiſtance 3 Therefore to prevent their Disbanding, or 
falling into inevitable Trregularities for neceſſary Snb-. 
ſiſtance, and for the quiet of the Country; ſuch. a, 
© confiderable' Sum has been advanced, and by the Care, 
© that has been taken, much has been ſaved, as will ap- 
* pear by the Account laid before Lou; His Excellen- 
& 95 hopes upon ſecond View, the Houſe, will not. 
© think the Demand' that has been made, any ways dan; 
© gerous' to the Liberties of the Peopte of this-Iſland; 
which ſhall be always with him equally Sacred with his 
{ Majeſties juſt, Prerogative, as Sovereign Lord of it; 
© and that you will find that what is unuſual in the 
© whole Proceedings, has roſe from extraordinary Emer- 
© gencies; and that the Method fallen upon, was the 
@. moſt unexceptionable, and as the Aſſembly has alrea- 
dy acquieſced in Opinion with his Majeſty, that the 
© (aid Companies is at preſent neceſſary for your Safety, 
they muſt have been no leſs, ſo from their firſt Eſta-. 
© bliſhment; ſo ſoon after the Concluſion of a Peace, 
© which we have all allowed to be unſafe; and that he. 
\ had no other View, than the Publick Service and Quiet, 


T and? 


> oz 

| 1 and therefore doubts not being reimburſed, aſter ac 
Impartial and Candid Conſideration of that Affair. 
The geh the Committee made their Report on theſe 

Accounts, agreed to by the Houſe, to the Effet follow: 


©. That having Examined the ſame, the Ballance of the 
© Money disburſt by his Excellency, amounted to 2706 
_ © Pounds, 6.Shillings, and 3 Pence. dal 

Take Notice, the Money advanced, is of an Unpreſi- 
dented Nature (being disburſt without a Law, or the 
Publick Faith given for the re the ſame). and 
in Anſwer to the Governor's Reaſons for the Neceſſi 
of it, fay there was no ſuch, there being time enoug 
from. the Diſſolution of the Aſſembly that made Proviſi- 
on for the Regiment, till the 1 of May 1714. before 
the faid Act expired, to have called an Aſſembly to have 
| Conſulted that Affair. ns” 
That the whole Regiment had been Disbanded, if the 
Governor had not uſed his Intereſt at home, for keeping 
up the ſaid Independant Companies, whereby they would 
— 00 been an Advantage, and not a Burthen to the 


1 That his Excellency having mentioned their Acquieſ- 
cing with his Majeſty, that the Companies are at pre- 
ſent ren refer to their Addreſs, and ſay, 


© ' The Houſe have reſolved to Pronide for them, only 
© ont of a particular Deference to his Majeſties Recom- 
© mendation, . . | 


. * "And a Queſtion being put, whether the faid Debt 
could be Deemed a Publick Debt, and ſuch a one as the 
Aſſembly ought to reimburce? Carryed in the Negative. 


After this ſo Decided:. 


A farther. Queſtion being put, Whether the Money 
Disbarſt by his Excellency would be adjudged: a Publick 
Debt, within the Conſtruction of his Majeſties Letter. 

_ , Carryed in the Negative. | 

Reſolved, That this Houſe cannot Diſcharge the ſaid 

Debt, without highly Inffinging, apon the Liberties of 

the 1 of the Iſland, and be tray i the Truſt re- 
in them. N 

"Reſolved, That this Houſe will, according to the Aſſu- 

rances given to his Majeſty by their — 2 


by al 


deavours to the 


(27) 
- et ASI... * r 
Additional Subſiſtance for the Officers and Soldiers iri 
the two independant Companies, from the firſt Day of 
of the Seſſions of this preſent Aſſembl yr 
November the .11th, Reſolved, That the ſaid Officers 
and Soldiers be Sublifted for the Term of ſix Months, 
and for fix Months longer; In Caſe twq hundred Men 
do not Arrive in this Iſland, by the Incouragement =; 
by a Bill, Intituled, An Act for the bringing over, and 
ſettling of white People in this and, before the firſt fix 
Months are expired.  _ A gat 1.03; 25720 
Theſe were the Proceedings of the Aﬀerably, as far 
as we have an Account of them tranſmitted. ' * + 
The Governor and Council after ſtaying four Days, 
from the Opening of the Seſſions, as uſual, expecting 
the Aſſembly ſhould ſend up their Addreſs to his Majeſty, 
to be joyned in by the Governor and Council, finding 
the Aſſembly had Paſs'd their Addreſs: without taking any 
Notice of them; agreed on an Addreſs to his Majeſty 
fince tranſmitted, reſented to. his Majeſty, and; Print 
at length in the Courant of the 7th Inſtant, * they 
Expreſs the greateſt Regard to His Majeſties Eett 
and their Acknowledgment of his Favour to them, a 
their.Senſe of the declining Condition of the land, de- 
fire an Addition of Ships of War fox their Protecti- 
vn, and hope they may enjoy ſame Benefit by the Increaſe 
of Trade under his Majeſties wiſe Adminiſt ration; Ac- 
knowledge his Majeſties great Favour in Continuing the 
two Independant Companies, and believe none can think 
that a Burthen, which his reg has judged Neceſſary 
for their Safety, Return their Thanks for his Majeſties 
Paſſing, the two, Laws, ſo beneficial to the Iſland, and 
aſſure his Majeſty, they will Contribute their utmoſt. E 
Incouragement of Inhabitants among? 
them, and to Unite in every other Matter, to render his. 
Majelties Intentions towards the Iſland effectual, and re- 
ſtore it to à fHouriſhing Condition. n 
All which is ſo candidly Expreſgd, fo ſuitable to his 
Majeſties Letter, without the leaſt Mark of Prejudice or 
Paſſion againſt any particular Men or Body; as evident- 
ly ſhew in them a ſincere and hearty Deſire of promot- 
ing the Intereſt of Jamaica in every Reſpect, and doing 
the Buſineſs of the Publick, abſt racted — all private 
Views or Confilerations whatſo:ver. 


The 


| (28) | 
The proceedings of the Aſſembly, on Conſideration 
will appear, byaſſed by particular biques and Prejudi- 
ces, carried on with heat and Paſſion, without that Re- 
Sard to the Publick Safety, or a due Conſiſtency in their 
own Actions, requiſite in ſuch a Body of Men. 

After the Governor's Speech, wherein the King's Let- 
ter is communicated and enforced, in the firſt place by 
an unpreſidented and unwarrantable Reſolution, they 
infringe on the Liberties of the People, of which they 
ought to be the Keepers, by not allowing Perſons. al- 
ways concern'd in, and generally ſtanding for Members 
of the Aſſembly; to Concern themſelves in the Election, 


Which was done only on this Account, that ſuch Colonel 


or Cuſtos Rotulorum, ate Perſons appointed by the Go- 
vernment. r N * $743 | 
Their next ſtep in Adfreſling his Majeſty of them- 
ſelyes, without deſiring the Concurrence of the Gover- 
' nor or Council, is very extraordinary, and contrary to 
former Uſage and Cuſtom, and ſhow their Diſregard and 
Diſreſpect to the Governor, but they were 5 in 
the right; for having reſolv'd on an Addreſs, with ſeve- 
ral falſe and malicious Inſinuations and Suggeſtions, to 
foment Diviſion; or create Miſtruft and Jealouſies ; the 
Governor and-Council would have mended it for the bet- 
ter, which they did not intend ; after the Addreſs agreed, 
they Order'd the Speaker to ſend it home, without men- 
tioning for what puypbſe; altho' conſtantly Addreſſes 
have always been tranſmitted by the Governor at the 
Requeſt of the Aſſembly: But, however, there is no 
Occaſion, for them to take Notice of that, or that there 
is any ſuch Power, as a Governor or Council upon. the 
Wand, and ſome way or other his Majeſty muſt come 
to'kear of irt. 1 | 
As to the Addreſs it ſelf, they begin by Suggeſting, that 
had they not been prevented by a haſty Prorogation, and 
ſadden Diſſolution, they ſhould have Addreſs'd ſnoner, 
which is deſign'd as à Reflection on the Govenor, how 
undeferv'd, will herein after appear, as well as the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſuch Prorogition and Diſſolution. 

They afterwards return'd his Majeſty Thanks, for 
granting the two neceſſary Laws, which, ſay they, from 


alſe Suggeſtions, and the private Ends of ſome particu- 


lar Perſons had heretofore met with ſuch Oppoſition. 


This 
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CY | 
| This ated by the ſame Spirit in which Mr. Aylmey, 
n || wrote his Narrative to prejudice the Governor, ard ſony 
i- | very worthy "Gentleman, both here, and in Jamaica, 
g. | very undeſervedly;. cannot be better anſwer'd, than by 
ir | the true State of that Narrative, * _ TS 
- an 


= 


ie ines hr ume {ning har 
t. || fid of them in his“Letters) that the Gentlemen of e 


oſſeſſion Act, and Mr. Aylmer li mſelf, heard Mr. 
VV argue for, and preſs the Paſfing that Law, and the 
. © Bill of Fees, before the Lords Commiſſioners for Trade, 


rs and the Attorney General, and knows he was the Per- 


n, | on drew the Reaſons for the Attorney General's Satis- 
el faction, in the reaſonableneſs of the Poſſeſſion Law ; and if 
o- Jollicitations, either with the Secretary of State, the 
I Board of Trade, or Attorney General, have been of any 
m. weight for Pafling theſe Laws; tis notorious: that the 
er- llland is more oblig'd on that Account to Mr. Rigby, 
to the Relations and Friends of Mr. Brodrick, Mr. Stuart, 
nd Hand Mr. Cockburn; than to Mr. Aylmer, or any of the 
in Relations or Friends of Mr. Beckford, Mr. Chaplyn,, or. 
ve- Collonel Blair. ace 9421 LIES 
toll And that every one did what was in their Power to 
the for ward the Paſſing thoſe Laws, particularly the preſent 
et- Governor, who is there likewiſe mention'd, (p. 12.) yu 
ed, | In Juſtice tomy Lord Hamilton (ſo much miſe re- 
en- ſented by Mr. Aylmer) I muſt not here omit, that | 
ſſes the Poſſeſſion Act was tranſmitted, His Lordſhip recom- 
the mended it in a moſt particular manner to the Lords 
no of Trade for the Royal Aſſent: And likewiſe did from 
ere time to time Write to the Earl of Orkney, in very 
the Iſtrong Terms,ro endeavour by his Intreſt the getting this 
me [Law paſſed; as alſo preſs'd it to his other Friends; and 
P particularly deſir'd Mr. Thurſton to Solicite the lame, 
hat ſeven at the Expence of a Conſiderable Sum on his Lord- 
E Account. e Os e, 

e Aſſembly afterwards aſſure His Majeſty of Diſ- 
charging the Publick Debts, and Providing for the 
Soldiers. ee ee oy pin dns, 
Upon the Report of the Committee on His Excellen- 
y's Speech, they came to ſome Reſolutions, which they 
let the Governor know, in a Meſſage by two Members, 
in a very diſreſpectful manner, and contraty to the fot- 
ner Uſage and Cuſtom in like Caſes; which has A 5 
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y ras Ve occaſion x regard to be taken for the Paſſing of 
the 


\ 


Bly, and deſires their 


F 
deen to Addreſs the Governor on his Speech by the whole 
Houſe. But in the whole Proceeding, they have mani - 
feſted the greateſt Diſreſpect to the n 


has even carried them to Abſurdities in their Publick 
Actions, and a Neglect of the Common Safety. How- 


ever, the Governor Ads with a due Conſideration. for 
the Welfare of the Illand, and does not take Notice 
of their Diſregard to his racter; but does every 
thing on his part for effecting the Publick Service; lays 
the Accounts of Handaſyde's Regiment before the Aﬀem- 
nſideration on the ſame; and 
even ſhews the Reaſonableneſs and Nexeſſity of the Mo- 
ney ſo Advanced by the Governor and Councel, for their 
Subliſtance. 4 | FRO 
\ Notwithſtanding all this, His Majeſty's Letter, his 
Excellencie's Speech, and the Reaſons of his Condu 
and the Sincerity of his Endeavours for the Publick Good, 
the Committee Report 27061. 65. 3 d. Disburs'd, yet 
afterwards are of Opininion the ſame ought not | to 
be Paid: and ſeem to anſwer the Governor's Reaſons, 
by ſaying, There was not ſuch an unavoidable Neceſſity 
r the Governor's advancing that Money ; for that 
om the Diſſolution of the Aſſembly, which provided 
for the Soldiers till the 1ſt of May, 1714. there was time 
enough before the A& expired, to call another f and 
mention it as their farther Opinion, That if his Excellency 
had not uſed his Intereſt, the whole Regiment had been 
Disbanded, and the Houſe provide for the two Compa- 
nies, now in particular difference to His Majeſty's Re- 
commendation. Py | 
By all which, they ſhew their own Opinion to be, 
that they are unneceſſary. Thus we find they admit 
27061. 65. 34. tobe Disbursd, then refuſe to allow it, 
afterwards declare it not within the Intent of His Ma- 
jeſty's Letter. ET EA 4 2 
Thus as the two laſt Aſſemblies before them have done, 
it appears they met with Prejudice and Paſſion, and 
particular Deſigns, and have acted accordingly, without 
the leaſt ſhadow of Reaſon or Pretence for it given by 
he Governor,agaiaſt whom they are extreamly piqueJ, 
becauſe he has taken more Care of them than they wou'd 
have had him, or are ſenſible they wanted; and. tho 
ſome Men of the Aſſembly have by little mean Artifices 
and Miſrepreſentations endeavour'd to aſperſe his LT 
155 
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(310 
ip, no Man has been ſo bold to Charge any thing di- 
redhly againſt him; tho' it be evident from the manner 
of their Procedure, they wanted no Inclination.” © 
What themſelves have done for the good of the Iſland; 
does not any otherwiſe appear, than by their Addreſs. 
and Reſolutions ; and the firſt thing they have gone thro? 
have carried contrary to both. Their mentioning the 
Law for Enceuraging White People to Settle th ing 
under Conſideration when they Addreſs'd His Majeſty, 
was thus far ſo ; that they had Order'd ſuch a Bill, to 
give Colour for ſuch an Expreſſion, tho' afterwatds'no- 


"thing ſeems to have been done in it, which ought to have 


been their firſt Application. The Reſolution for the Sub- 
ſiſtance of the Soldiers is very precarious, and only 
Conditional, and the manner of that Subfiſtance far 
different from what is neceſſary, and has been al 
low'd them before, being to be made by an Allowance 
of 71. of Salt Beef, and equal quantity of Flower per 
Week to a Man; whereas the former was 55. per Week 
to a Man, which enabled every one to ſupply his own 
particular Neceſlities in the beſt manner, and this does 
not; but they muſt provide for them in deference to the 
King's Recommendation, tho' they were reſolved to do 
it in the moſt ineffectual and uneaſie manner. WS. 
Having thus ſeen the Aſſembly's Proceedings, and ex- 
amin'd the Reaſonableneſs thereof, ſhall proceed to the 
Report of the Council, on the Affairs thus Order'd by 
the Aſſembly, in relation to the 2706 J. 65s. 3 d. Dif- 
burs'd for the Subſiſtance of the Soldiers, and refus'd by 
the Aſſembly to be a publick Debt, or referred to in the 
King's Letter; which Report ſets the whole matter in 4 
clear light, and fully juſtifies my Lord's Conduct; An- 
[wers the Aſſembly's pretended Reaſons, and entirely re- 
futes all their Cavils and Aſperſions on the Governor. 
The Report is made the 12th Noveamb. 1715. Where- 
in, from a Committee of the whole Board, they Report 


to the Board, . 
That they have Conſider'd the Matter referred to 


them, in relation to the Money advan'd by his Excel- 
lency and the Council, for Subſiſting His Majeſty's 

Soldiers here, from the iſt of May, 

Inſtant; and do find that by an 4 
St, Jago de la Vega, Novemb. 26 
Provition made 


1714. to the 13th 
e@mbly conven'd at 
th, 1713. there Was 4 
or Colonel Handaſydes late Regiments 


0 
' 
| 
' 
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| 


Matter of a joynt Addreſs to His preſent Majeſty, from 
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oF * 
| 329 


| do the iſt of May, 1714. And whereas that Aſſembly 


did aſſume to themſelves a Power of Adjourning them- 
ſelves, and actually did Adjourn: themſelves for one 
Month; not only without the Concurrence of the Go- 
vernor, but alſo contrary to leave ask d, and deny'd ma- 
ny: weighty Affairs for which they were calbd together 
not being effected; ànd alſo contrary to former uſage 
and practice in like Caſes; his Excellency did, by the 
unanimous Advice of the Council, thereupon diſſolve the 
ſaid Aſſembly; having previous to that, receiv'd Dire- 
ctions from the Board of Trade, by a Letter Dated the 
22d of Novemb. 1711. in the following words, viz. 
© The Aſſembly's pretence of a Power to Adjourn them- 
© ſelves without your leave, for a longer time than De 
die in diem, is altogether groundleſs, the Aſſembly be- 
© ing call'd, and fitting as an Aſſembly, by Virtue of 


© Her Majeſty's Royal Authority, veſted in your Lord- 


© ſhip, by Commiſſion under the broad Seal of this King- 
© dom, they ought not to aſſume a Power never lodg'd, 
© or. intended to be lodg'd in them; and therefore we 
doubt not but your Lordſhip will upon any future Oc- 
© caſion of that Nature, afſert Her Majeſty's Preroga- 
< tive, and not allow of their Adjourning themſelves as 
© aforeſaid. Which was alſo confirm'd to his Excellency 
by a ſubſequent Letter, bearing Date the 24th of June, 
1714. in Anſwer to his Lordſhip's Letter, giving an, Ac- 
count of the Diſſolution above-mention'd, and the Oc- 
caſion thereof, in theſe words, viz. The Afſembly's 
© Adjourning themſelves without your leave, is another 
© Inſtance of their undatifulneſs and difrreſpe& to Her 
© Majeſty; all which will be taken Notice of, and pro- 
per Remedies applied, if your next Letters do not in- 


“ form us of their having come to a better Temper: 


Which Letter his Lordſhip receiv'd the iſt of October 


following; and by the unanimous Advice of the Council, 


Writs iſſued, bearing Date the 21ſt of the ſame Month, 
to Convene an Aſſembly, which met accordingly, on the 
24 of December following; Who, having during their 
Seſſions of three Days, run into ſuch violent and unpre- 
ſidented Meaſures, particularly in refuſing to Confer 
with the Council (and thereby breaking the good Corre- 
GR that ought to be kept ap between them), when 
thereunto invited, by repeated Meſſages upon the Subject 


the 


the Govethgr, Coun, ang Aﬀembly nen which, his 
Excellency didProrogue them to the 18th Day of J. 
iuary 5 2 and by the Advice of the Council, his 
Excellency .diffolv'd them the 14th of the ame Month, 


upon Conſideration of the A& of Settlement; and not 


having any new Power or Order from His Majeſty, he 


91 tn 1 N 1 
* ſhewn here for the Support of Jamaica, make us hope 
the Aſſembly will give 


there could be no Propfſſeon de by an Aſſembly 


this 
Iſland for the Soldiers, front the 1/f 0 ay, 1714. till this 
preſent Affembly, -otherways than has been done, in che 


Council did take + they not being capable of Sub 


of 
Dory as Was intended 
r i 5 Cl | _—_— | | . 

The Committee innot Conceive the Soldiers being 
2M. Disbanded could have n of equal Service to. this 
Iſland, as the forming th m into two independant Com- 
pinies z for upon the Reducement of Collonel Handa- 


JHae's Regiment, much the greater part ol the Men that 


were then disbanded, left che Iſland; 
the weak Condition the lſland is in, 
Inſurrections of Negroes 
of War, 


nd conſidering 
; in, and being liable 
as well as Invaſions in time 
they cannot conceive; that. a Burthen, which is 
* ſe 


e on thoſe 3 and muſt allow them 
to 


of ſo gteà 


ing liable to 


- (34) 


to be ſor the Service of the whole Iſland, till we. have 


à greater Reſort of People ſettled amongſt us: We are 


Concern' d to find the Aſſembly ſhould reckon that a Bur- 
then, which his Majeſty has thought neceſſary for the 
* Safety of this his Iſland. 2 e e e 
It is the Opinion of this Committee, upon Peruſal o 
the Repreſentation laid before his Majeſty, concerning 
the State and Condition of this Iſland, Dated the 251 
of April, 1715. To which his Majeſty has reference, at 
. - the beginning of his Letter to his Excellency, and where 
in he ſays, © He expects froni this Iſland a ready and 
2 cheerfal Complyance, in making an Honourable Pro 
© viſion for his Revenue, in Diſcharging all Publick Debt: 
and giving a neceſſary Subſiſtance to the two indepen 
_ © dant Companies in Js Majeſties Pay here; that his 
Majeſty had then in View the Money advanced by ki: 
. "Excellency and the Council, for Supporting the Soldi 
ers here; as one of the Publick Debts, his Majeſties Let 
ter alludes to the Debt then Contracted. for that Ser 
vice, being particularly meggioned in the ſaid Repte 
ſentation.” _. pee 
The Committee is further of Opinion, that the fait 
Debt is juſt, and ought to be paid, and they cannot Con 
cieve that the Aſſembly's paying the ſame, can be an 
ways infringing upon the Liberties of the Subjects 0 
this Iſland, or betraying. the Truſt 287 67 in them 
and ſeeing that the Aſſembly have Voted they will, no! 
pay the ſaid Debt; The Committee is. of humble Opi 
nion, that his Lordſhip be pleaſed to repreſent the whole 
Matter home, in Order to its being 1aid before his Ma 
jeſty, as well to know his further Pleaſure and Directi 
on thereupon, as to have his Direction in like Caſes-for 
the future. EFF 
This tis hoped, will give evety one a clear Vie 
of the Conduct of the Aſſembly, | the Govenor an- 
Council, and enable every Man to make a Judgment 0 
the Nature and Tendency of the Publick Tranſactions i 
Jamaica on all ſides, tis believed the Governor's Con 
du is ſufficiently juſtified there, and approved of here 
tis well if the Aſſembly can theirs. ien 
l believe there is no Reaſon to take Notice of al 
the idle Stories inſinuated here by particular Mev, tc 
private Perſons, againſt the Governor; as keeping the 
Pablick Monies in his Hands, neglecting the Fortifica 
tions, and Reporting He will paſs no Laws but Wh 
1 11 445648 a 3. = | alt 


: - E889) | 
ire agreeable to himſelf; ſince thofe Stories are with-' 
out Foundation, and the Men who moſt effect them, are 


Bur- ſenſible of the contrary ; But had the Aſſembly any Com- 


plaint to make againſt his Lordſhip, they would cer- 
tainly have done ſo; and his Excellency by his Meſſage 
to the Aſſembly the geh of November, informed them 
of his Majeſties Pleaſure in that behalf, in the following 
Words. WI 20014 5 Fr a ow 
4 Ar. Spealer, ws "1 | wn. 
© Fam Commanded by his Excellency, to acquaint ' 
the Houſe, that he has Communicated to the Council 
the following Article of his Inſtructions from his Ma- 
jeſty, he is not cofiſcious of having given any Occaſi- 
don of Complaint. But you will obſerve, that it is by 


his Majeſties Command, that he is obliged tikewiſe to 


(Communicate the ſame to Lou. 1 
© You are to acquaint our Council and Aſſembly, that 
we think fit when any Complaint ſhall-be intended a- 
gainſt you, Notice ſhall be immediately given you 
© thereof, by the Complainants, with the Charge againſt 
* You in Writing, to the end You may make timely 
* preparations for your Defence. 7 nv 
The Aſſembly know they have no ground of Com- 
plaint, and only endeavour to render his Lordſhip uneaſy 
in his Government; and if when a Governor abroad, in 
ſo diſtant a part of his Majeſties Dominions by acking 


up to the Inſtructions of his Majeſty, and behaving him- 
YU {lf in ſo unexceptionable a manner, that Perſons diſpo- 


ſed to do him any Prejudice, cannot lay any thing to his 
Charge, ſhall ſuffer in his Reputation at home, from tri- 
vial Stories, without any known Abettor, and his Per- 
ſon and Character be uſed with Diſreſpect in that Coun- 
try. Thoſe Poſts, will hereafter be very troubleſom to 
the Perſons Employed, of very little Service to the King 
or Country, when from the Prejudicing or Defigning 
Views of 5 'Partizans', Governors muſt be 
Changed and Altered, beeauſe they are not pleaſed, with- 
out Reaſonable Objections made and proved againſt 

them: Which wilLwholly Deſtroy the Authority of Go- 
vernment it ſelf in thoſe Parts, and be a conſtant Cla- 
mour, and endleſs Trouble to that part cf the Miniſtry / 
to whom the Care of the Plantations belong. Upon the 
whole, tis ſubmitted whether tis not abſolutely neceſ- 
ary, that ſome certain Methods be imiuediately entred 


Japon for the Preſervation and Incouragement of Ja- 


L 2 maica 
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maica at this JunRure.. As well by Securing the Iſland 
by Ships of War; againſt any; ſuddain Surprize, as ef- 
fectually contributing what ſhall be ſarther Neceſſary 
for their Quiet within themſelves, and the making thoſe 
good Laws ſo much wanted; for the better Pebpleing the 
Iſland, conſtantly recommended by my Lord Hamilton, 
to ſeveral Aſſemblies, without Effect on their parts; and 
which His Majeſty in His Letter ſays is ſo mꝑch their 
Intereſt, and of fo great Concernment to them to en- 
tex ſeriooſly and heartily vpon, as one of the moſt effe- 
ctual Recommendations to the Continuance of His Royal 
Favour and Protection. Feb. foth, 171516 

After the ſenging the foregoing Papers, I deter mind 
to delay the Printing them, till à full Account of the 
reſent Aſſemblies Proceedings ſhould arrive; but ſome 


te Occurrences have made it neceſſary to publiſn them 


at this time. 


67 ue ie 03. 916 WOLI 
Some Gentlemen have declared themſelves deſirous at 


al times, that all former Diſputes might be Buried and 
Perſons concer nd in the preſervation of Jamaica, unite 
their Endeavours for the Quiet and Safety of the Iſland, 
which I heartily wiſh; tho' I fear that will not happen 
ſorſoon as might be wiſh'd for, however i me 
may be, there ate others whom it may be difficult to 
bring to ſuch a Temper, iſ we form any Judgment of 
them from the Minutes of the Aſſembly, tranſmitted 
by the laſt Letters, and the Memorial given in to the 
Board of Trade ſome Days ago; Which under the Speci- 
ous Pretence of. juſtifying the Aſſembly from a Repre- 
ſentatian ſuppo 
by my Lord Hamilton, endeavonrs to ſet my Lord's 
Adminiſtration in the moſt odious Light, and even com- 


pares it to the moſt Tyrannical Government ever exer- 


ciſed over the Inhabitants of Jamaica. | 


I only deſire every Man who has or may read this 


 Atmerial, would calmly peruſe the foregoing Papers, 
conſider the Matter in Diſpute, Setiouſly andImpartially, 
and lay aſide all Prejudices as to Perſons, only regarding 


the Subject Matter it ſelf; then I am perſwaded the 


many Complaints made privately in Converſation, as 
well as thoſe exhibited, upon a ſtrict Examination will 
appear to have little or no Foundation; and that my 
Lord Hamiltan has in all reſpe&s purſued his Inſt ructi- 
ons, and wie found leſs culpable for any Act of male 
A iminiſtration, than any Governor Jamaica ever had, 

| | or 


ſed to be made againſt their Proceedings 


* 8 
7 
or any Governor paſt, or preſent, of any of. N e 
nies and Plantations in Ameriea, . 1 
I ſnall here give ſome Extracts of Arten from 94. 
maica, Which evidently ſhow what Opinion the 
more Intelligent there have of the 1 8 
Gps wt o 1 "s % 9 01 L ; 
Kingſton, deem 14 1715.. - of 
Our Aſfembly Met the 3 iſt of aft Month, 4b have 
made choĩce of Colonel Blair for their Speaker. My 
Lord made them a very handſom Speech, and in it re- 
commends Things really wanted to be done by them 
© they hade return d no Anſwer ſor it; but A 
6 the: King, without taking any notice of the Governor ' 
© or Council, or defiring him to tranſmit it as wſually; © 
but have made 2 Reſolution that the Speaker ſend it to 
© ſuch Perſons as he thinks fit in Ex gland, without ad- 


4 


ding, if in dener! to be preſented to the KING} or 


t td! 19 3-901 bigew ton „1 bilno i 10a.” 
«© If what wil hear from Spaniſh- -Town be tray: they 
© are reſolved not to reimſburſèe the Governor | 

Money he has advanc'd;' for the bettet Subſiſtirig of 

the Soldiers here, and are doing many''otherit "4 
© againſt him; Which you will hear no Jar from is : 

Friends, or thoſe who have the Minutes ſent to them. 

have ſeen only the five firſt Days Proceedings; burt 

© as. hear, my Lord To this Ship, 1 ſuppals'tes ſend * 
'h e the Minutes to this time. 

his Aſſembly have it in their power to ſerve the 

, « Country, if they are wiſe enough go do itz but Lam 
* afraid by this beginning, they will Sacrifice all Oppor- * 

* tunities of that kind, to Perſonal Reſentment; in 
which think they expoſe themſelves, and do all they 
* can to juſtiſie my Lord's Meaſures; I wiſh far the 

© fake of "xv 44 they ns better conſulted 8 wm 

I or anger po 

Pur Kingfton nb. 1716. ö 
„ The Grind Court is Sitting, as alto e Aſembl 

© (who as former Aſſemblies have done in Court = 

Sit in the Great Church, by the Minutes which are 

5 | ſent by this . you'll ſee how they conti- 
nue to proceed: They have ſhewen their Reſentment 
againſt this Town 35 the Inhabitants being Courtiers, 
1 28 they are termed by a Clauſe in a Bill they have 

aſſed, and ſent to the Council; which yeſterday the 
lerchants and Inhabitan ts carried Petition to the 


— 


/ ; 
” =: FOR | 
© the, Council in relation to, who have appointed the 
8 5 for Hearing them upon it, and it's generally be- 
< liev'd here, they will not paſs the Bill with this 
C yp mere > &* R ' 1 { N 1 AT: 1 * 

It appears but too plain, that this Aſſembly ſeem'd 
* 4 i do nothing, unleſs affront my Lord, and 
© deſtroy. Trade in General, having no regard to the 


f, 


King's Letter, to the -Gayernor, or his Speech te 
' the contrary, ſeem to trifle in every f 


them, but on 
particular. 


{ ported, and-an Additioval Duty on all'Merchandizes 
_ 


ted, and Exported, and have accordingly Or: 


deted in a Bill. 1 will not tell you how . muc 
© will effect at firſt the Saut h- Sea · Com 
c ders to the Spani ſi Coaſt, and in 


this 
y, and all Tra- 

e end, the Iſland 

it ſelf} But this the Gentlemen of the Aſſembly do 


— 


not conſider, nor would they take Notice of the Re. 
R rn AR "oc tray 11 50 


— 


ene ene, eee eee eee eee 
gſton Decemb. 26th, 1715. 


1 4 1 or} Kin 


The publick Afairsare-{o intricate, that I know not 


hat to think of them; my Lord is far from being 


uſed with that good Manners and Reſpe& his Perſon 
and Character demands; but he has ſo much Temper 


© and good Senſe, that I am perſwaded he will over; ' 


come all; and I'can't ſay enough in praiſe of Mr. Bro. 
© derick, who is both Honeſt to the Country, as well 


© as Sincere to the Governor in all his Advice; by the 


© Proceedings of thg Aſſembly, you may eaſily judge 


chat a Confuſion they are in. 

© There is a Report given in from the Committee a 
© pointed to Examine into the State of the Ifland ; 10 
© whichithey--begin from my Lord Hamiltons Land- 
© ing, to this time; and accuſe Mr. Ri Mr. Stewart 


© and Mr. Brodrick, as Evil Councellors, but in a man- 


< ner the moſt extraordinary. The 23d they ſent a Meſ- 
© ſage to my Lord, to ask Leave to take Mr. Brodrick 
into Cuſtody, and deſign to have a fling at the other 
© two. The Gavernor and Councils : Anſwer to the 


© Aﬀembly, 1 ſend enclos'd; ſuch mad doings was ne- 


+ yer-before ſeen in this Iſland. - 


F% 


The 


„ OY OO ts 
«<. * - „ 


<« they ts poſe, 


. ²˙¹ . ea Meir ral 
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The Govenxon and Council's Meſſage 
* December 24th, 1715. 


A, al, | 
Am Commanded 6 His 1 10 the Coun- | 
4% T cil, to Acquaint the Houſe, in Anſwer to this 
0e Meſlage, 9 veſterday, relating to Wiliam Brodrick 


Ne 4 His Majeſty's Attorney General, that the Houſe 


have been rightly Informed that the ſaid William 

* Brodrick. is called by His Majeſty's, Writ to attend 

<-. his xcellency, and the Council, to give his Advice as 
ccaſion may require, for His' Majeſty s Service. 

That his Ebene and the Council are ſorry to 


4 find 25 the Meſſage of the Houſe, that the faid Mr. 


* Broarick is undet their Diſpleaſure, upon Com- 

cc 79095 ſaid to have been made againſt him by à for- 
mer Aſſembly, f for whgh 35 then bedingen arrant 
© was out againlt him. The Houſe not hav cified of 
i ASE nature, thoſeCom plaints were, not to 515 made, 
& his Excellency and the Board can form no Judgment 

«of Ms Offence : But as His Majeſty has been fince 


"I 5 * ſed to bing him MW Attorney General, under 


the Broad 2 Great Britain, in recompence, as 
the Zeal he has alwäys ſhewn him- 


« ſelf Proteſtaot Sueceſſion, and in regard to the 


4 ore minent Services of his Family, by the Noble 
_ © ſtand they made in behalf ? 


of our Religion and Liber- 
« fy latel 4 in danger from and at er attack d 4 = 
cc Wh rear, They heartily wiſh the Houſe had 

ed ork, Complaints, made by former Aﬀemblies, 


5 5 neh u the ordinary e are dropt of 


ce 9 5 py Piſolcins eſpecially when His Majeſty | 
“ Himſelf been gracioul ly pleas'd fo have no Re- 


1 his Excellency 3 170 the Council at the fame time 
< affüre the Houſe, that they do not expreſs this Indul- 


c croſpeect ction. 


« g ge to 5 Broarick, ' with any elign to Screen 


17 hy i Juſtice. 
* Ucnimdly Reſolved, that neither the 


00 Fe 119 8 nern, or any other ficer of His Ma- 


© jeſty Atte ding their Board, nor even any Member of 
« it, ſhall ever be Privileged or Protected from Juſtice 
Sor Suit at Law. But they have likewiſe Reſoly 'd, that 


D 4 every 


„ 


c every Officer of His Majeſty attending the Board, 


“ and in what manner. 
% Houſe, whoſe Peculiar' Province it ought to be, to 
_ © guard the Liberties of the Subject, will approve theſe . 


* exhibited againſt him, which merit Impriſonment 
cc 


4 riſdiction of a Star-Chamber, from which the Subject 
Wt 7 happily deliver'd; and his Excellency and the 


= « will ever meet with the leaſt Countenance from the 


. < ſelf is Couch'd in ſuch general terms, as not to be 


any Member of the Board with any Miſdemeanor, 


“ reaſon to expe. that in regard to that diſtinction 


„„ 


« has à Juſt and Neceſſary Right as well as the Mem- 
« bers themſelves, to be Privileged in their Perſons, 
4 until ſuch Articles or Informations be Exhibited a- 
4 gainſt them; by which the Board may Judge whe- 
<« ther. they ought to be deliver'd pp to Juſtice, or not, 


” 


ce His Excellency and the Board cannot doubt but the 


«© Reſolutions as agreeable to Juſtice. | 

That the Impriſoning any Subject before Complaints 
has been always eſteem'd the greateſt violation of 
Magna Charta, and bordering too near upon the Ju- 


& Council cannot therefore believe any ſuch proceedings 


* People's Repreſentatives. _ 5 
OY That the Board cannot omit upon this Occaſion, in 
© Juſtice to two of their own Members taking notice 
« of a Report entred upon the Minutes of the Houſe, 
< whereby they. are accuſed as Evil Adviſers to the Go- 
vernment. They obſerve the Matter of that Report, 
<« tho” it regards the State of the Iſland, is ſaid to have 
75 beeg Conſider'd in a Private Committee, and no 
_ © Perſon is mentioned who. makes the Report, nor any 
© Notice taken of it by the Houſe; and the Report it 


44 capable of an Anſwer. His Excellency and the Coun- 
„ cil therefore unanimouſly deſire, that if the Houſe 
ce believe. they have a ſufficient Foundation to Charge 


they will do it in the uſual manner preſcribed by 
„ Law, and the Board will be ready to receive any In- 
formation they ſhall Exhibit. In the mean time, as 
His Majeſty has been pleas'd to appoint every Mem- 
< ber of the Board, however unworthy ſuch Honour to 8 
© be of His Council in this Iſland, the Board have 


the Houſe will Treat their Names and Characters 
, Oo - 


» W 
. 


Th 


„ | 
The Clauſe in the Bill for better Peopleing the 
Hand againſt the Inhabitants of Kingſton par- 
| ticularly, is as follows. | 1 
Whereas in the Town of Kingfton, a number of Por- 
© ters, Wharfingers, and Labourers, would find imme- 
< diate Employment; Be it further Enacted by the Au- 
© thority aforeſaid, That from and after the firſt Day of 
December, which wilt be in the Year of our Lord, 
© 1716. no Negro, Muletto, or any other Perſon, not 
© being a White Perſon, and a Chriſtian, ſhall be ſaf- 
< fered to attend or work upon any Wharf, or be Em- 
© ployed in the ſaid Town, to do the Buſineſs of a Whar- 
© finger, or Labourer, on any Wharf, in the Landing 
or Weighing off of Goods; nor frem and after the 
© ſaid time, ſhall any Negro be permitted to be a Por- 
* ter or Labourer, or to take or carry from Place to 
Place, or Roll, or Truck, or help to Land or Ship 
© them. off, or ay ways be aiding or aſſiſting in the 
© Carrying or Selling of Goods in or about the fait 
© Town, under the Penalty -of being Forfeited, and ad- 
© jadged to the Informer or Perſon that ſhall Inform a- 
* gainſt or Diſcover to any Magiſtrate, ſuch Negro be- 
© ing Employed in the ſaid Town, as a Porter or La- 

© bourer as aforeſaid. 3 

This Clauſe manifeftly proceeds from the greateſt 
Partiality, and muſt either be deſigned by the 8 
to clog the Bill, or to Ruine Kingſton. Had the Clauſe 
been extended to all the Towns and Barquadeers through- 
out the Iſland, with reſpe& to the Negroes, it might 
have been of Service; but limiting it to Kingfton, and 

excluding the Jews, who are a great part of the Peopl 

make it pernicious to the Trade of the Iſland; and 
can never think the Leaders in the Aſſemblies, who 


have ever been for Loading Trade with great Duties, and 


high Impoſitions, and have lately promoted the laying 
405, a Head on Negroes Exported, do either underſtand 
the Intereſt of Jamaica, or are Enconragers of the Trade 
and better Settlement of the Iſland. 
1 1 wiſh ſome Gentlemen would conſider that People 
are the Riches of all Kingdoms, more eſpecially Tra- 
ding Ones, and an Advantage and Security to diftant 
Colonies. That greater Numbers of White People in 
Jamaica, would occaſion not only a greater Conſumption 
of all kind of Manufactures, Proviſions, &c. from Great 
Britain, Ireland, and our Northern Colonies, but ad- 
vance 


; n 
vance the ſettled Revenue, and Additional Duties might 
be laid on Merchandize Imported, and Exported, as 
more Settlements would leſſen the Tax on the preſent 
Plantations, and there would be a greater demand of Ne- 
ves from Africa, both for the Iſland, and our foreign 
Ne ee and that conſequently much greater quan- 
tity of Shipping will come to Jamaica, and the Product 
- the Iſland be always in demand, and Sell at a higher 
rice. „ „ 
I ſhall Conclude, with recommending to them; what 
I found in a Speech to the Aſſembly of Barbadoes, the 
24thiof e, 1 ð UE — 3 
Our Neighboar Colonies ſo. long kept by Foreign 
© Fears from Improving, are now Encouraging Trade, 
© Encreaſfing their People, Enlarging their Plantations, 
© and Cultivating their Lands, &c: W Y 
DO One only Supply we have, Trade, &'. our Scitua: 
© tion points it out to us, let us lay hold of it, let ns 

© make a rien "we oft; , iy 
Let the People be Encouraged to return, who by 

© the Fatigues of War have been driven from us; let us 
© not only eaſe them of thoſe. Burthens, but fix them 
© here by larger Immunities, which will Invite others 
© alſo to Settle here; let us by all ways of Juſtice and 
© of Favour ſo Protect and Smile upon the middle ſort 
of our Inhabitants, who are the Bulk and Defence 
< our Iſland, as may prevail with them, to look uf 
© this as the Homie and Reſting place of them and their 
© Poſterity. «7 667? N y 9 
Wet the Publick Credit be maintain'd, and Private 
Credit eſtabliſned, not only by an equal but a ſpeedy 
GDiſtribution of Jüſti ess. 8 
Let the Duties upon Importations be ſo Regulated, 

© and Exportations {6 Countenanced, as may tempt a 
© Veſſels to try our Market; in which ſuch Regards 
© may be had to our own Inhabitants, as may make a 
© hopeful Nurſery of Seamen. © © 627 * 
© This way we ſhall have Supplies for our 5 
and Improvement, at an eaſie Rate, and our Goods 
will always be in demand. * | 1 
Believe me, Gentlemen, let Trade that tender Plant 
be kindly Nurſed, and it will yet retrieve all. 

March 8th, 1715-16. 
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aerſtanding that moſt of the Gentle 

ven F Jamaica in England, are de- 

al firous to read the Public Papers fron 

| a that Iſland, as well as for their own 

Bl Satrfation, as with a View, thoſe Pa- 

bers being Printed and ſent to Jamaica 

may open the Eyes of its Inhabitants; 

ſo miſerably abuſed and deluded, they have been therefore 
Publiſhed in this manner. . | | 


: It # moſt notorious, that . the Miſrepreſentations of 


Perſons in. and the Tranſactions of the Affairs of that 
Country, have been very great and uncommon, and the 
Adminiſtration of the Government, during my Lord Ha- 
milton ? Time, ſet in the moſt odious Light 3 but with 
what Truth and Fuſtice, will appear upon a careful Peru- 
fal and Conſideration of the ſeveral Papers tranſmitted 
for ſome Time paſt; from Jamaica. | 
By them we can only. govern our ſelves in 2 
whether the adtings of the Governour and Council, (who 
have ſo unanimouſly agreed) or that of the Aſſembly 
have been moſt for the Intereſt of that Country. | 
By them it will be found. by 475 87 
That the Aſſembly in their Proceedings, have not 


only diſregarded the King's Letter and Inſtructions, 


the Lords of Trade Repreſentation ro his Majeſty, 
and other Papers laid before rhem by che Governour, 
bur have in ſome meaſure endeavoured to aſſume 
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That the Aſſembly not only refuſed to provide an 


Additional Subfiſtance to the two Independent Com- 


panies in his Majeſty's: Pay, but ro Supply the Re- 
venue with Moddy for the Sipport ans onour of 
the Government in any other manner, than if the 


Council had agreed to: they muſt have ſhown the 


_ Contempt to his Majeſty's Letter and In- 


ſtructions, and rendred the Governour and them 
ſelves entirely uſeleſs and inſigniſficant. , 


That the Aſſembly, inſtead of making Laws for 


che better Encouragement of White People to come 
and reſide in the Iſland, framed Temporary Ones; 


which were a Suſpenſion of Perpetual Ones (when 


duly executed) of much greater Encouragement. 


- Thar the Aſſembly, becauſe Mingſton, the chief 


Place of Trade, choſe Members well affected to the 
Government, exceſſively Taxed that Town, whoſe 


Inhabitants, to the Number of 150, Petition'd the 
Council againſt ſuch Taxation, and were relieved 


_by them. 


That the Aſſembly had laid before them by the 
Council, an Eftimate, that his Majeſty's Revenue 
was really in Debt 8000 J. beſides a Debt of 3000 /. 
for ſubſiſting the Soldiers; and alſo a Computation, 
that the Publick Money had been transfer d from 
one Commiſſioner's Hand to another, till ſome had 
been charged with 9, ſome 13, ſome 15, and ſome 
17 per Cent. Commiſſion; and likewiſe ſnewed them, 
that the Publick had been charged with above 3000 J. 
for Extraordinary Commiſſion in a very few Years, 
more than would have been, in caſe the Money had 
been paid into the Hands of the Receiver-General, 
according to his Majeſty's Directions, yet only gave 
2100 J. into the Treaſury, and appointed Commiſ- 
fioners to collect and pay the Publick Money in- 
That the Aſſembly tax d Officers never before 
tax d, doubled the Tax of ſome, and eaſed others ac- 
cording to their private Inclination to the Perſons, 
and without any Examination into, or regard to the 
Value of the Office. That 
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Tha nothing was asked, or endeavour d by Lord 
Archibald Hamilton, but for the Security and Welfare 
of the {fland, in conformity to his Majeſty's Ro 
Letter and Inſtructions, nor no Supplies offer d 
the Aſſembly, or any Bills prepared by them, but in 
direct Oppoſition to thoſe Inſtructions, and clogg d 
in ſuch a manner, that it was impoſſible to 2 
them, without glving up that Authority which his 
Majeſty had been graciouſſy pleaſed to entruſt with 
his Governour and Couhcil. of An 
That the Afſembly refuſed to agree to two Amend- 
ments made by the Council to a Bill, entitled, An 
Act tg ſecure the Freedom of Elections, and diretiing the 
Proceedings in Choice of Members to ſerve in Aſſembly : 
One was to oblige every Voter, if required, to take 
the Oaths to the Government; and the other, to 
oblige them to ſwear their Freeholds was of the Va- 
lue of 30 1. currant Money of Jamaica. 
That the Aſſembly paſs d a Bill which, without the 
Amendments of the Council, the moſt. rigorous a- 
— Proteſtant Diſſenters of all ſorts, that had ever 
een paſs d in any of his Majeſty's N ee ; and 
which plainly diſcovered, rhe fame Principles 
lately been made uſe of by the Enemies of the Cou- 
ſtitmion, ro weaken us. 465 TH 
That becauſe the Aſſembly could not have rhe 
Solliciting Bill their own way, they ſer on foot Sub- 
ſcriptions in theit own Houſe; and by a fort of 
Ordinance (which was read Twice in their Houſe, 
and had probably been read a Third time, if they 
had not been alarmed by ſome Obſervations made 
upon their Proceedings) recommended the ſame ro 
the Country, and thereby raiſed a much more con- 
ſiderable Sum of Money than by the Solliciting Bill. 
That the Defign of theſe Subſctiptions (no juſt 
Grievance appearing) is to delude ignorant People 
out of their Money to carry on private Ends, and to 
reward their Sollicitors at Home againſt their Go- 
vernours; the Money ſo raiſed having been remitted 
ro Mr. Francs March and other Perſons, in England. 
That tis deſired the Sollicitors may be called upon 
to ſhew the Grounds they . for Obraplaine ; * 
A 2 ' 
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if rhey have none, that Methods may be taken that | 
the Collectors Account, one way or other, for the 5 
Money they have ſeverally received, that ſo un- g 
warrantable a Practice be prevented for the future | 
without which it will be impracticable for his Ma- 4 
jeſty 's Service to be carry d on in thoſe Parts. | 
That there is a Neceſſicy of ſpeedy Meaſures, for 
the better Peopling the Iſland, and for ſupporting 
5 the Government and Authority of the Crown, en- 
1 croached upon by a part of the Legiſlature exceed- 
ing their due and reaſonable Bounds ; ſtrengthening 
themſelves. with rhe Prerences of publick Good and 
heir own Privileges, as the Repreſentative of the 
People, a few deſigning and malicious Men impo- 
ſing upon, and deluding the People ſo far infatuated, 
as to ſeem inſenſible of their preſent Danger, and 
regardleſs of their future Safery and true Intereſt. 
That theſe Diſorders call for his Majeſty's own 
Interpoſition, for the Preſervation of the Iſland and 
the Quiet of his Majeſty's well diſpoſed Subjects 
3 therein. "$6.2 #: 
we,” |. Theſe Paſſages demonſtrate, that the Diſputes in 
Jamaica, (hb#wſoever ſome have endeavoured its being 
elieved) have not been concerning Perſons, but Things, 
upon Points whereon depend the Security and Preſerva- 
tion, the Welfare and Proſperity of that Iſland. 
And until the Inhabitants look, into Publick, Tranſ- 
A4 ations themſelves, how % it ever poſſible but that a few. 
deſigning Men to carry on private Ends and Prejudices, 
. muſt at their Pleaſure, bring the Iſland into the utmoſt 
Confuſion and Diſorder ; ſo they can, by Art and Indu- 
try, Lies and Stories, get Credit with the Populace.. 
_ The Council in their Repreſentation, thus expreſs them- 
elves. _ . | Uh 
1 We have not thought it conſiſtent with our Duty 
to his Majeſty, or the Good of our Country, to joy 
in peeviſh Complaints, ſtir d up by the reſtleſs Paſ- 
ſions and Prejudices of two or three Perſons againſt 
a Governour, whoſe Leniry in his Government has 
roo much encourag d them, but againſt whom not 
the leaſt Act of Injuſtice or Oppreſſion, that we 
know of, can be made appear: And we ſubmit it 
n * 8 
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to your Lordſhips, whether the yielding to the un- 
reaſonable Deſires of ſuch Men, accompany d with 
ſuch diſreſpectful Proceedings to his Majeſty, be likely 
to be attended with any good Effect to the Autho- 

rity of his Majeſty, or the Good of this Iſland. We 
_ confeſs, my ds, in our humble Opinion, we 
think it will not; becauſe inſtead. of any Oppreſſion 


from our Governour, the Eldeſt amongſt us does 


not remember greater Hardſhips offer d, nor greater 
Oppreſſions done in this Iſland, than have been by 
this Aſſembly to their Fellow- Subjects; the Parti- 
culars whereof your Lordſhips will find upon their 
own Journals, and by them will judge, if the Coun- 
cil have not made a Stand for the Liberties of the 
Subject, as well as for the juſt Authority of the 


v ” 


Crown, | 75 
But however unfortunate Lord Hamilton and half the 
Council may have been, to fall under hn Majeſty's Difs 
pleaſure (before theſe Papers arrived, or were known to 
the Government) to make way for Perſons there, who have 
oppoſed hs Majeſty's gracious Letter and Inſtrutions, it 
may be ſaid for their Credit and Honour, That they are 
juſtih d in all their Diſputes with the Aſſembly by the 
Secretary of State, and the Lords Commiſſioners for 
Trade and Plantations, «© _ , — 

| Therefore noewithſtanding it has been ſo induſtriouſly 
given out here (as no doubt we ſhall hear it # in Ja- 


maica) that Lord Hamilton was removed for Actf of 5 


Mal- Adminiſtration, not on Account of Page's Complaint 
in behalf of the Spaniards, it may be ſafely advanced, 
that the ſame is entirely falſe and groundleſs ; and that 
his. Lordſhip's Conduct has been, in every Particular, ap- 
proved. But in regard to Page's Accuſation, to which 
it may be ſaid for Lord Hamilton. 
| That whatever may have been the Conſequence of his. 
paſſively 2 ſo many Veſſels to go and Fiſh on the 
recks, (which, by the way, was done by other Gover- 
nours in America, as well Engliſh & French, Dutch, 
Ge. and he had not Power to prevent) I am perſwaded 
he had no unjuſt Deſign in it, as appears by all bis Con- 
duR in that Affair; and I cannot well ſee, conſidering 
there was no Man of War at Jamaica, and 'conſidering 
| the 
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$45lors, mbaz mare could have been done than was done 
by his Lordſhip aud the: Council, for the Satisfattion of 
But what was done jn order thereto in February, (whilft 


Page wat Clerk of the Council, or before he was diſcharged 


for Iucapacity) was to be ſtifled by him, tho he came 
From Jamaica in March, ſince it muſt have prevented that 
Buſineſs being done ; for which ſuch conſiderable Collecti- 
ous bad len made, and with which he came encharged 
Privately from the Iftand; and for affecting which he 
made bis looſe, artful, bearſay. Affidavit, which upon 

Examination, will be found not to have ftated the bare 
ruth, but the fallacious Inſinuations of ill deſigning 


Men, whereby to make what they deſire appear ſoz and 


this is the more plain, as he concludes it, by ſetting forth, 


Wa the Cauſe of his Knowledge is, his being Se- 


eretary of the Iſland and Clerk of the Council; and 
yet omitted giving in to the Secretary of State, the Copy 
& tbe *. Commiſſions and Inſtructions of the Lord 
Hamilton, or the Determinations of the Council on the 
Complaint of the Spaniards. Altho. this was what he 


might have dune, as well as given L'Vallee's Memorials, 


the Lift of Veſſels commi ſſioned, and Securities, had be 
not ſworn for one Point, and with one View; which made 
bim aggravate and inſinuate whatſoever might heighten 
an Accuſation of ths Nature, and ſuppreſs what tended 
to clear or juſtify. | 
Some Gentlemen pleaſe r in thinking, that now 
Lord Hamilton is removed, the Men who gave him fuch 
Oppoſition in by Government, will do what they before 
refuſed, and aft for the Good of the Iſland and his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, We 
Ihe refuſal of the ſeveral Things recommended by Lord 
Hamilton, was not ſo much diſrepect to his Lordſhip, as to 
bis Majeſty, and his Autherity inveſted in him: And as be 
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= Theſe Papers were laid before the Council by Land 
Hamilton, upon their taking into Conſideration, in what 


manner to give the Spaniards Satisfaction: And by 
Page's being Clerk of the Council, he got Copies of them, 


which otherwiſe had not been in his Power. 


asked 


the Stite of the Land and the Nature of theſe fort of 
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acked nothing for bimſelf, bur for the Good of the Iſtand 
and hu Majeſty's Service, Err of bis Ordlers and 
uftions 5 and as every | ab- 


ellber as fro Set, vr bil 120% . 7 


Trade, was refuſed by them, they can't readily be emm- 


ed either Friends ta, or Promoters of the true Imereſt ＋ 


their Country. 

But if theſe very Men ſhall conte into the Things they 
refuſed before, or recede from Points they have declared 
Eſſential to rhe Liberties of the People and the Con- 
ſtitution of the Aﬀembly, no Man will more rejoice thun 
my ſelf, nor ſooner forget their former Conduct; for In 

not, end hope never ſhall be, an Enemy to any Man's Per- 


fon or for his private Actions, but for his Attings '&& - 


yore in reſpett to the Publick, 


wiſh ail u Diſputes might be buried, am Per: 

Fs concerned in the Preſervation of Jamaica, would unite 
their Endeavours for the Quiet and Safety of the Tſtund'; 
and that if theſe Men att, as ſome think they will, they 
may never be told, That had they ated otherwiſe for muy 
Tears paſt, they had ſaved themſelves aud others, a frau 
deal of Trouble, and the greateſt part of the Iſland u 
eat deal of Uneaſineſs, — homfelves the Reflection of 
Au been in the Nong, to the Ruin aud Deſtrution 
almo of their Country, and to the Endangeritg that 


Conſtitution it at preſent happily enjoys, from the Fru 


ef the Crown. 
© hideed I um not fo ſanguine, (and I hope ro. be par- 
don d for ſayin * it) as to 12 they will ſo 
alter, or ſo wi come inro the Menſurds of vhs G. 
wernment, 40% he che preſent State and Condition of fa. 
maica be taken into Conſideration, and ſuch Powers an 
Inſtruttions be given Mr. Pitt, as may be thought neceſ- 
ſary in the preſent Circumſtances therecf. 


And as Mr. Pitt is preparing to go and take upon os 


the Government of that Iſland, and is induc'd to 
ther only on a Publick Conſideration, he muſt be Tue, rous 


to do his Duty in his Poſt, for the Good of the Iſland 


and his Majeſty's Service; and ought to be enabled to do 
the ſame, and made eaſy in his Government, 


It has been ſaid by Dr. Page and others, that more than 
2300 Men went on the Wrecks from Jamaica, -and were 
not 
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not mifs'd in the Ifland, which I wiſh was true, or thas 
there were double that Number of Men in the Country 
theſe 10 Tears paſt. Perſons of much greater Conſidera- 
tion have wrote from Jamaica, for near a Near paſt, that 
the Iſland was almoſt deſtitute of White Men, and in 
the greateſt: Danger from the Negroes, But the Number 


f White Men was made ſo conſiderable, to ſerve the Pur- 


Poſe of petting the Soldiers recall'd upon new-modelli 
. of this — be — 
I am glad to find the Government here have determin d 
their continuance, and that it has been ſo juſtly recom- 
amended to Colonel Heywood to get them an Additional 
Subſiſtance, as formerly, from the Country; and am per- 
ſwaded thoſe who have always been for providing for the 
Soldiers, will be more ſo now, from the greater Neceſſity 
and Endeavour to get ſome good Laws for the bitter 
- Peopling and ſettling the Iſland ; which will convince the 
Government, and ſhow ON they have not 
adcted on any private Scheme and narrow Views, like o- 


\thers 5 but on the ſteady and unalterable Principle, of 
ſecuring and preſerving the Iſland, Encreafing the Number 
and Welfare of its Inhabitants, and doing every Thing 


that a Love and Zeal for their Country could inſpire. 


. *Tis bigh Time to conclude, but I cannot without de- 
claring, That if the Inhabitants of Jamaica ſhall be 


any longer deluded by the ſpecious Pretences of deſigning 
Men, I will fit down contented, with the Satisfattion of 
having done my Duty, and agreeing with what 4 Friend 
wrote me from Jamaica in November /aſt, That ir muſt 
weary every honeſt Man to ſtruggle for the Service 


of a People, who won't be govern'd by their In- 


rereſt. * 


Septemb. . 
1716. 
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= JE His. Majeſty's Aae Subs, 


commendations to this Colony 


Gevedur prove ineffectual, and that na ha, 


plies have been given for the Support of; his! | 


Government, nor any Meaſures taken for 


increaſing our People, at a Time hen there 


is the utmoſt Neceſſity for hoth, think it highly 
incumbent upon us to lay before your Lords! 
ſhips the Subſtance, and the Reaſon, of our 
Proceedings in the late General Aſſembly; 
and we intreat your Lordſhips to put the 
moſt favourable Conſtruction thereupon, and 


to repreſent the Condition of this Iſland 5 
| 19 
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Moy it pleaſe your Lavilbipsy r 


jects the. Council of Jamaica 


having, to our great Concern, 
ſeen his Majeſty's particular Re- 


by his e Letter to our 


* p 
g %*. os 4 
* % 7 
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His Majeſty in ſuch a manner, that our Dif- 
. ferences may not indanger its Safety, nor 
bring upon it in general His Majeſty's Diſ- 
pleaſure- e , 
My Lords, the Aſſembly met the 31ſt of 
October, and it might have been juſtly expect- 
ed, after the. Care your Lordſhips had taken 
of. us in your Report to his Majeſty, and 
his Majeſty's great Favour, in having con- 
firm'd two ſuch beneficial Laws to us, which 


ve had, in vain, endeavour'd to obtain for 


above Eight Years before, that all former 
Animoſities might have been laid aſide, eſpe- 
cially ſince his Majeſty had been pleaſed to 
have no Retroſpe&ion. | 
The Governour's Speech was little more 
than a communication of his Majeſty's Let- 
ter, and an earneſt Recommendation to us 
of what that containd : Nor was there any 
thing of his own added, which we thought 
would any ways allay that Joy we felt, and 
which we concluded muſt be raiſed in the 


Heart of every good Subject, from ſo graci- | 


ous a'condeſcention in our Sovereign. | 
But we ſoon perceiv'd the ſame Diſpoſition 


revail, which had-unhappily divided us for 


ſome Years paſt. The Aſſembly kept their 
Inclination to Addreſs ſeparately ; -and we 
being unable to agree with them in their Re- 
ſentments, and unwilling to run the Riſque 
olf any freſh Difference with them upon that 
Head, joyn'd with the Governour in a ſe- 


parate Addreſs to His Majeſty. We beg. 


leave to refer your Lordſhips to thoſe Ad- 
dreſſes. ; ſy | 


Your | 
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Tour Lordlhips will fnd by that of "the 
Aſſemblies, that they did however aſſure His 
Majeſty, that they would make an honour- 
able Proviſion for his Revenue, and pay all 
its juſt Debts; and gaye like Aſſurances (tho 
as we humbly conceive in a manner ſomewhat 
equivocal) with reſpect to the two Inde 
dent Companies. This Addreſs they order d 
to be tranſmitted, by their Speaker, without 
any Application to the Governvour; and as | 
a farther Diſreſpe& to him, inſtead of ad- <3 
drefling him in Anſwer to his Speech, as had 4 
always been practis d by former Aſſemblies, 
they only ſent him à Meſſage by Two of 
their Members, to acquaint him with their 
Reſolution. FD 
This was follow'd by other Reſolutions in 
a few Days, That the Independent Compa- 
nies were a Burden to the Country; that if 
the whole Regiment had been disbanded, it 
would have been of more Service to it, and 4 
that they had only meant to provide for the _— 
Companies now in deference to his Majeſty. . 
But as to the Debt contracted for the Subſt 
ance of the Regiment, and the two Companies 
to that Time, amounting to Two Thouſand 
Seven Hundred and Six Pourid, Six Shillings 
and Three Pence, they voted it no publick 
Debt within the Conſtruction of his Majelty's 
Letter, and reſolv d they could not diſcharge 
it without highly infringing upon the Liberties 
of the Subject. Part of this Debt is what 
our Lordſhip laid before his Majeſty in your 
eport, and upon which his Majeſty was 
pleaſed to found his Gracious Letter, with 
reſpect to the Publick Debts: And it there- 
| i fore 
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[4] DN 
fore ſeems. very extraordinary, that the Af- 

She would not allow this to be within the 
_ Conftry&ion of that Letter. But as we have 
fready troubled your Lopdſhips with a par- 


* 


- 


Chats Repreſenration concerning this Mat- 


ter, we ſhall not further inlarge upon it here; 


we ſhall only take Notice upon theſe laſt Re- 


ſolutions of the Houſe, that we were very 
much ſurprized they could imagine the Sol- 
diers would have become mare Serviceable 
by being disbanded, fince very few of thoſe 


who were broke with the Regiment, have re- 


mained amongſt us. | | 
The Afﬀembly were nevertheleſs ſo deſirous 


of being rid of them, that upon the 11th of 
November they reſolv'd to provide for them 
only for Six Months certain, and for the 0- 


ther Six Months, in caſe Two Hundred Men 


did not arrive in this Iſland before the firſt Six 


© Months expired, without any regard to the 


Continuance or fix d Reſidence of ſuch Men, 
or the Increaſe or Decreaſe of our Numbers 


"at the Expiration of that Time; bur this Pro- 


ject appear d ſo ridiculous, that it was after- 


N © 


”” Whilſt the Aſſembly were taking ſuch Re- 


ſolutions as-theſe, which we conceived but 
ill Preſages of any good Effects to the Coun- 


try, we appointed a Committee to draw up 


an Eſtimate of his Majeſty's Revenue, which 


had always been uſual for the Council to do, 
and we found a Ballance of 61487. 12 5. 1 4. 
wanting to make good that Eitimate, beſides 
2000 J. for which we had given Credit by 
qut-ſtanding Debts ; ſo that upon a Ballance 
of Caſh at that Time, his Majeſty's Revenue 
| ; 9 3 was 


H 


was really 8000 J. in Debt; add we deſired © 


the Govcrnour to ſend the ſame to the Aſ- 
ſembly. r ; | e 

And they having order d 2 Bill to be pre- 
pared for Peopling the Iſland, we deſired 
the Governour like wiſe to ſend them an Ab- 
ſtract out of your Lordſhip's Letter of the 
25th of April, together with ſome Inſtructi- 
ons from his Majeſty relating to that Sub- 


ject; what regard was had to them your 
18 will ſee, when we come to con- 


ſider of the Bill they prepared. 
We then took into Conſideration the Trade 


of the Iſland and State of our currant Money, : 


and being ſenſible there had, for ſome time, 
been a Clandeſtine Trade carried on with 
the French at Hiſpauolia, chiefly by Money, 
which was ſo Beneficial to them, that the 
Count Blanac, Governour of that Iſland, had 
been heard to ſay, That in a little Time he 
would bring every Ryal from Jamaica thi- 
ther. This Trade had been carry'd on as 
well by Sloops as. by ſeveral Ships bound for 


Great-Britain, who in their Paſſage home had 
uſed to touch there to Purchaſe Iudigo; Which, 


not only drained, us of our .currant Coin, 
but diſcouraged as well the Manufacture of 


Great-Britain as that of this Iſland, and was 


a means likewiſe to defraud his Majeſty of 
his Cuſtoms, upon the Importation of Foreign 
Goods; we therefore prepared a Bill, as. 
near as could be, to the 7th and 8th of King 
. William, To prevent the Exportation. of Gold aud 

Silver to all Parts, Fay Great-Britain, and 
bis Majeſty's Colonies in America. But the Aſ- 
ſembly made ſuch Amendments to it, as — 

| tire 
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14 


8 
. * 
tirely defeated the intent of our Bill, which 
was thereby loſt: And tho they afterwards, 
to ſave Appearances in the Country, paſs'd 
another Bill, To prevent all fraudulent Trade 
to Hiſpanolia, and other foreign Parts, to 
which we conſented, being all we could get ; 
yet were we ſatisfy'd their Bill would neither 
anſwer the Intent, nor, as we may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, was it-their real Intention to hinder 
the Exportation of our Coin, ſince ſeveral 
of their leading Members were at that ver 


time concerned in this Trade. a 


My Lords, as you will obſerve in the 
Courſe of our Proceedings, many other Bills 
rejected or loſt by means of Amendments ; 
wie have deſired the Governour to tranſmit 
to your Lordſhips, all. the Bills that have been 
raiſed by either Body during this Aſſembly, 


— 


with the Amendments made by the other 


part of the Legiſlature; that your Lordſhips 
may judge, if your Leiſure will permit you 
to peruſe them, to whom the Loſs of an 
beneficial Acts is to be imputed. 8 
The firſt Bill we received from them was, 
A Bill to explain ſuch part of a certain Ad, in- 
titled, An AF for Prevention of Lau Suits, as 
relates to Eſcheates; which we rejected, be- 
cauſe we thought it inconſiſtent with that ſo 
much deſired Act for quieting Poſſeſſions, 


that it would not only deprive the Subject 


of much of the Benefit intended him by 


that Act, but render the Titles under Eſcheat 


Patents, ſo very precarious, that no Body 
would venture to purchaſe them, and conſe- 
quently great Quantities of Land muſt lie 
waſte, which it was our Buſineſs to get cul- 
2 tivated, 


4þ 


? — : 
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tivated, and which the Act for preventing of 
Law-Suits was intended to incourage. : 

Indeed, my Lords, if you give your ſelves EF: 
the Trouble to conſider this Bill, you will "ff 
- perceive to what a length Men will be car- 
ried by their Prejudices. We confeſs, we 
can diſcern no other Aim by it, than to de- 
prive the Governour of ſome accidental her- 
quiſites, for which they would have been 
contented to have brought Inconveniencies 
upon themſelves and their Country. If your 
Lordſhips ſhall be of Opinion, it were bet- 
ter to ſell Eſcheats by Out- cry, tho there may 
be ſome Objections to that Method, we ſhall 
readily come into it. 
The ſame Morning the Aſſembly ſent us up 
another Bill, for repealing an Act, intitled, 
An Att for the better ſecuring the Eſtates and In- 
tereſts of Orphans and Creditors, and to oblige 
Executors to give Security, and to return Appraiſ- 
ments into the Secretary's Office in this and, and 
for obliging Executors to return Inventories, und 
for ſecuring and improving the Eſtates of Orphans, 
to which we made ſome Amendments ; and 
by adhering to them, the Bill miſcarried. 
My Lords, this Act which the Aſſembly 
would have Repeal'd, lies now under your 
Lordſhips Conſideration ; and we think, the 
great Abuſes committed here in Executorſhips, 
of which there are many Inſtances, make ſuch 
an Act abſolutely neceſſary: And we muſt 
take notice to your Lordſhips, that as well 
in the Bill to Repeal this Act, as in ſeveral 
others, the Aſſembly have recited great In- 
conveniencies to have hapned, without being 
able to particularize any; however, we will 
acknow- 


434. 

_ #&nowledge'to'your Lordſhips, that if w 
could have had that Act explain d agreeab 
to our Amendments, we ſhould have preferred 
it; becauſe the Security requir'd would then 
have been” aſcertain'd, and, our Governours 
reſtrain d from granting the Adminiſtration, 


weich the Wiff annex d, otherwiſe than the 
Law directs, If your Lordſhips approve ſuch 


att Explanation; and be pleaſed to recom- 
mend it, we ſhall readily = to it; in the 
mean time, we hope your Lordſhips will re- 
commend char Velore you for His Majeſty's 
| 1838 5 | thi 

The next Bill we received was, An Af? for 


granting further Relief, in relation to proving 


Mil, and Teftaments, and granting Letters of 
Adminiſtration of Inteftate Eſtates ; which ap- 
eared to us to be intended to transfer the 
ower of Ordinary from the Governour, in 
whom his Majeſty had plac'd it, and to Veſt it 
in the Secretary and the Grand Court: And 


2s we conceived, it was not any ways likely. 


to provide a ſpeedy Remedy, as the Aﬀem- 


dly would have been thought to intend, but 


rather have ſery'd to multiply Law. Suits, we 


rejected it. 


Soon after this they ſent us another Bill, 
Intitl'd, An Act for applying *a Sum, not 20 
cecing 1300 l. curram Money F Jamaica, 70 


make good 9oO J. Sterling, for the Solliciting the 


paſſing of Laws, and other Publick Affairs of this 
and in Great. Britain, for 3 Tetrs ; by which 
we were obliged to do the like. Your Lord- 
ſhips will obſerve, that in effect Four of their 


own Members were to be intruſted by this 
Bill, with repreſenting the Affairs of this 


Iſland, 


* 
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1 
iland; and folliciting ſuch Matters as they 
ſhould think fir; without the leaſt Privity of 
the Goverhour, or any one Member of the 
Council; which we thought too extenſive 4 
Power to be lodg'd in Perſons, wtio had dif- 
cover'd ſo much Paſſion and Reſentment. 
But to convince your Lordſhips we were not 
averſe to a ſolliciting Bill, ſuch as was con- 
| ſiſtent with his Majeſty's Honour, and the 
Truſt he had been pleaſed to repoſe in his 
' Governour and Council: We offered them; 

that if they would paſs ſuch an one as might 
intruſt a Gentleman of Diſtinction in Greats 
Britain, diſintereſted in this Iſland, who 
might receive his Inſtructions from the Go- 
vernour, Council and Aſſembly, when fitting, 
and when rio Aſſembly from the Governour 


and Council, to whom the Speaker of the © 


#5 


reſent or preceeding Aflembly might always 
e joined, and all the Inſtructions given iii 
the Interval of Aſſemblies, to be laid before 
them at their next Meeting, we would rea- 
dily come into it. This they did not think 
fit to accept of, but choſe rather to ſer on foot 
Subſcriptions in theif own Houſe, and by a 
fort of Ordinance (which was read Twice in 
their Houfe, and had probably been read a 
Third Time, if they had not been alarm'd 
by ſome Obſervations upon their Proceed 
. ings) recommended the fame to the Couns 
try, and have thereby raifed a much more 
conſiderable Sum of Money than was pro- 
poſed by the ſolliciting Bill © © 
Ar length, after a Month's ſitting, we re! 
ceived a Money Bill, intitled, Az Alt td 
oblige the ſeveral -Inhabitants of this Iſland; tg 
15 5 Sc provid 
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provide themſelves with à ſufficient Number o 
Hhite: People, and to Hh faces as ſhall Bl 
over within the ſpace of 3 Tears, or pay certain 
Sum ef . Money in caſe they ſhall be deficient, and 
applying the ſame, to ſeveral Uſes. And alſo 
another Bill, intitled, An Act to encourage the 
bringing over aud ſettling White People in this 
Hand. Which two Bills were blended toge- 
ther in the Nature of a Tack, and upon theſe 
depended our Expectations, of being able to 
comply with his Majeſty's moſt gracious 
Letter; we ſoon found, upon our readin 
them, how much we were likely to be diſ- 
Wann 
_ Your Lordſhips will beſt judge, what re- 
gard they have ſhewn to your Letter, and 
che Articles of his Majeſty's Inſtructions ſent 
to them by the Governour, relating to the 
Peopling of the Iſland; which they never 
vouchſafed to enter upqn their Minutes, or 
ſo much as to read in the Houſe. Upon per- 
uſing theſe Bills, we hope your Lordſhips will 
be of Opinion, they were not fit to be paſs d 
By Op e eee 
The moſt material of theſe we made to 
the firſt of theſe Bills, were to provide, that 
the Money raiſed ſhould. be paid into the 
Hands of his Majcity's Receiver-General, and 
iſſued according to the Directions of his Ma- 
jelty's Patent and Inſtructions to the Gover- 
nour, to rectify the partial Taxation of the 
Kings Officers, and to provide as well for 
ecruits ſent from Europe, as the Soldiers al- 


ready inliſted And to the Second, we made 


the like Amendment, as to the Receiver- 
General; we propoſed a better Encourage- 
| ment 


„ + p 
ment for People at their Landing, and à ber- 
ter Method, as we conceive,” for the pur- 
chaſing Lands, and conveying them to New 
Settlers; and we gave Relief to the 
Town. of Kingfton, who, to the Number of 
1 50 Perſons, petition'd us againſt a Ciauſe in 
this Act, by which they apprehended their 
Town would be ruin'd: and fer forth, with 
great Reaſon, - that their Grievance was the 
. 58 10 — becauſe theirs only was effected 

y it. ae h N . 2 05 
Before we give your Lordſhips our Reaſons 
for ſome of the Amendments, it may be pro- 
per to compare theſe Bills with the Act to 
encourage the Importation of White Men, 
paſs'd in 1703. And if the Encouragement 
now propos d, is leſs than that already pro- 
. vided, your Lordſhips will not think it 
"reaſonable for us to have made great Con- 
ceſſions to obtain thoſe Bills, which muſt 
have been a Suſpenſion of the forme. 
The Rewards to Maſters of Ships for 
bringing over People, are greater in the Act 
of 1703, and the Deficiency higher for main- 
raining them: Beſides, by that Act, the 
Planter who is deficient, is oblig'd to receive 
them, and to pay for them, which is à per- 
11 Fund for bringing over more: Whereas 
by thoſe Bills which were but Temporary, 
there was no Obligation upon any Body to 
receive People that were brought over, nor 
any Proviſion for their Subſiſtance when they 
came. 1 8 0 an 

But if there had been no other Objections, 
we are very well aflured your Lordſhips 
would have approved out not paſſing Bills, 
41 C'2 which 


a 42 |] 
„„ | * | 
which inſtead of Peopling the-Ifland, would 
probably have drove away great Numbers of 
Gat eric People, or at leaſt have drove 
them (as ſome have thought the Deſign was) 
to ſettle at Port- Royal, to avoid the Tax, and 
which, inſtead of providing for the Indepen- . 
dent Companies in the manner his Majeſty 
Had been pleas d to recommend, were calcy- 
lated in effect, to prevent their being Re- 
cruited: But we muſt have done this, and a 
great deal more, if we would have purcha- 
ſed thoſe Bills; for the Aſſembly refus d us 
ſo much as Conference upon either of them: 
And as to our Amendments, told us, in a 
manner we think too inſulting, that the only 
Amendment they could think of admitting 
(if it was not againſt their Rules) was in- 
Read of a Name, to ſay the Names. 
My Lords, we conceive this was trifling 
upon a very ſerious Subject; they began now 


to tell us, that we muſt not only not amend 


Money -Bills, but we muſt have no hand in 
providing for the Peopling our Country: It 
1 — us to ſhew we had a Right to both, 
and we deſireds the Governour would be 
pleaſed to ſend them an Extract out of your 
Lordſhip's Letter of the 25th of April 1715. 
- wherein you were pleaſed: to declare it ſuch. 
And the Governour ſent them down at the 
ſame Time, Extracts out of his Majeſty's 
Patent and Inſtructions; conformable to 
which, our Amendments relating to the Re- 
ceiver-General, and to the Iſſuing of Publick 
Money were made; we are concern d at our 
being obliged to acquaint your Lordſhips, 
theſe had fo little Effect upon the Aﬀemblys 

- that 


(i 13 ] 


that they did not ſo much as think fit to 


read them in the Houſe. Fees: 2 
However, we thought it our Intereſt as 


well as our Duty, to have more regard to 


them, ſince we were convinc'd they had been 


calculated for the Benefit and Advantage of 


the King's Subjects. Your Lordſhips will 
find upon Examination, that it has been but 
within theſe very few Years, that Aſſemblies 
have taken upon them to nominate Commil- 
fioners for the Receipt of Publick Monies ; 
and having beſtow'd ſuch Commiſſions from 
Time to Time, on the Favourites of diffe- 
rent Parties alternatively, as they prevailed ; 
the Publick Money has been transfer d from 
one Hand to another, till ſome has been 
charg'd with 9, ſame with 13, and ſome with 


17 per Cent. Commiſſion, and upwards, of | 


which we laid a Computation before the Aſ- 
| ſembly, and ſhew'd them, that the Publick 
had been chargd with above 5000 . for 
extraordinary Commiſſion in à very few 
Years, more than would have been, in caſe 
the Money had been paid into the Hands of 
Receiyer-General, according to his Majeſty's 
Directions. 2 2 * 
WMe will not take upon our ſelves to give 
your Lordſhips the Reaſons, why Governours 
of late have ſuffer d this Practice to be in- 
troduc'd ; nor can we tell, whether theſe In- 
ſtructions have been given to former Gover- 


nours, which has been induſtriouſly given 


out by the Partizans of the Aſſembly, and 
an Argument drawn from thence, that bein 


old and not having been regarded for ſome 


Time paſt, they were not to be regarded 
"7 | now. 


: * 
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now. My Lords, this would-be an Argu- 


ment to juſtify Encroachment without end. | 


We obſerve by the Inſtructions, his Majeſty 
requires his Governours to communicate 
them as he ſhall ſee occaſion; Major-General 
Handyfide, in caſe he had the ſame Inſtructi- 

ons, through the want of ſo“ great Supplies 


as he might have Occaſion for in Time of 


War, might not think fit to communicate 


ſuch Inſtructions, and might give his Reaſons 
for it to her late Majeſty : But we humbly 


conceive his preſent Majeſty's Inſtructions, 
when communicated by the preſent Gover- 
nour, ought not therefore to be leſs regarded. 
And we think publick Utility alone might 
have been ſufficient to have inforc'd the Ob- 


. , fervance of them, but from the ſeveral other 
Encroachments lately made by the Afembly, 
of which we may have Occaſion to take ſome 


further Notice ; we think it was for his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, and the Service of the Pub- 
lick, to communicate them at this Time. 

Tour Lordſhips Declaration of our Right 
to amend Money Bills, is agreeable to the 


almoſt uninterrupted Practice of former Aſ- 
ſemblies; among our Preſidents, we find Com- 
mittees of the Council often join d with thoſe 


of the Aſſembly, and appointed to draw up 
Money Bills together; and nothing is more 
common, than the Council's amending Money 
9* Bills, and conferring upon them. 1 
But this Aſſembly, notwithſtanding what 
your Lordſhips have expreſly wrote on that 


WS Subject, have declared themſelves a Houſe of 


Commons, and have aſſumed all the Privi- 
leges of it, and ated with a much more _ 
| | limite 


Cat 


limited Authority, and by ,peremptorily res 
fuſing any of our Amendments, from ſome 
of which we conceiv d we could not in Duty 
to his Majeſty, and Juſtice to our ſelves and 
our Country recede, theſe Bills were loſt, 
tho in our humble Opinions, little Loſs 
thereby attended the Publick, more-than-of 

the 2000 J. apply'd to the immediate Sub- 
ſiſtance of the Companies. The Act of 1703. 
and another paſs d in 1712, if put in Execution, 


' - Which we are humbly of Opinion ought to 


be done, being, tho not ſufficient, yet a far 
better | Proviſion for increaſing our Inhabi- 
tants than thoſe Bills would have been, i 
they had paſsd. 

The Afſembly had now ſat Two 4 
and as yet we had ſeen nothing done to- 
wards making an honourable Proviſion for 
his Majeſty's Revenue, agreeable to the Af- 
ſurances they had given by their Addreſs; : 
when on the 27th of December, we received 
a Bill, entitled, An Act to impoſe Duties on ſe- 
veral Commodities, to defray the extraordinary 
Charges of the Government, aud apphing the Jane 
to ſeveral Uſes. 

Out of the Fund to be rais'd by this Bill, 
3000 J. only was apply d to his Majeſty's = 
venue, tho we had ſhown them by an 
mate Two Months agone, that 8000 7. — | 
then wanting, beſides what had been disburs d 
for the Soldiers, to defray its juſt Debts, 
which were now ſomewhat increas d; and 
2000 J. was indeed again apply d to the Sub- 
ſiſtance of the Companies for the Tear en- 
ſuing; but your Lordſhips will obſerve, this 
Was to be purchas d by the: {ame and 55 

on- 


| Wis © x 
Conceſſions than the Bill we had juſt -res 
TREE” 5 
Mr. John Chaplin, a Favourite of the now | 
prevailing Party, was appointed Commiſſioner, 
into whoſe Hands, as well the Money ari- 
fing by this Act, as about 7 or 8000 J. already 
rais' d by a former AR. of this kind, and now 
in the Hands 6f Mr. Major, was required to 
be paid, and Mr. Chaplin was to have 7 per 
Cent: Commiſſion. Upon the whole, by this 
Bill Mr. Major had already received 4 per Cent. 
upon what was in his Hands. Meſſieurs Page 
and Welch Commiſſaries, were to have 7 and a 
half per Cent. upon 2000 J. to be transfer'd to 
them by Mr. Chaplain, for the Account of the 
Soldiers, and the Receiver-General. 5 per Cent. 
upon the, 3000 J. transfer d to the Account of 
his Majeſty's Revenue: Whereas if all the 
Publick Money rais'd was paid into the Hands 
of his Majeſty's Receiver-General, according 
to his Majeſty's Inſtructions, Two and a Half 
per Cent. we think would be a ſufficient At 
lowance; and then the Extraordinary Com- 
— miſſion upon the Money rais d, and to ariſe 
by this Bill only, amounts to 13407. which 
+ would have been thereby ſaved to the 
Publick. ; ey 
But if your Lordfhips give your ſelves the 
Trouble of infpe&ing the Receiver-General's 
Patent, you will find the Receipt of all Duties 


& 


upon Imports exprefly granted to him, and 
ck we don't 224 70 have ever been 
alienated from that Office, till within theſe 
few Years, ſince the Aſſembly have began 
their Incroachments. And this has occaſion'd 
a further extraordinary Charge to the 9 

ent, 


ment, by 4 double Number of Walters, add 
a double Charge and Trouble to Traders 
and Shipping, by obliging them to Enter in 
two Offices inſtead of ue. 
Another Encroachtnetit the Afſemblies haves 
made of late Years upon the Authority of the 
Government has been, by inſerting Clagſes 
in their Bills to iſſue Money, and particu» 
larly for gratifying the Officers attending 
them, who had always, till of late; been re» 
- warded by the Government, upon the Re- 
| commendation of the Afembly. By this 
Bill they have excceded all former Precedents 
of their own, and brought in a Chaplain 0 
his Clerk, for a Share of Publick Money, 
which is the firſt Inſtance of this kind, iii 
order to increaſe the Number of their De» 
pendants. r 
Tout Lotdſhips; we are perfwade1, Will 
not think this an immaterial Obſervation, 
when you compare it with other Circumſtans 
ces. Ih their Taxation of the King's Officers, 
this Aſſembiy has varied from all formery- 
and inſtead of laying their Taxes according 
to the Precedents fo 
have tax d his Majeſty's Attorney-General, 
whoſe Office was never tax d before, and have 
doubled the Tax of ſome Officers, and eas d 
others, according to their private Inclinatis 


ons to the Perſons, and without any Exas. -, 
mination into, or regard to the Value of, 
the Office. This they have carried to ſuch a 


height, that Patentees of Offices in England. 
have been warn'd by the Agents of the Af. 


> Ms. 


Me. compete, the Receiver-Gineral, . © 
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ſembly (as may reaſonably be ſuppos'd, from 


their acting agreeable to ſuch Warning) to ad- 


viſe their Deputies here not to eſpouſe the 
Cauſe they have done, meaning the Govern- 
ments, leaſt their Tax be increas'd for it. If 
ſuch Methods be purſu'd and tolerated, we 
ſubmit to your Lordſhips who in effect muſt 
come to be Governours. a 
My Lords, we have a further Reaſon to 


offer to your Lordſhips, againſt appointing 


Commiſſioners for Receipt of Publick Mo- 


nies: Since this Practice has been introduc'd, 


and particular Men have been delignd to 
make Advantages out of the Publick, gene- 
rally twice the Money has been rais'd, to 
what has been apply'd to any immediate Oc- 
caſion; ſo that the Reſidue has continu'd 
ſome Years, at leaſt as long as that Party has 


"prevailed, in the Hands of the Commiſſioners. 


This has happened to be the Caſe, in reſpect 
to the Money in Mr, Major's Hands, and 


Would, in all likelihood, have been the Caſe 


if thoſe Bills, now rais'd by the Aſſembly, 


nad paſs'd, not half the Money which they 
would probably have raisd being appro- 


priated to any immediate Service. 


Por theſe Reaſons, and what we. have al- 
ready acquainted your Lordſhips with regard 


to the other Bills, we thought our ſelves 


oblig'd to make Amendments to this; but 


the Aſſembly would neither admit our Right 
to amend or confer, and ſo this, as the for- 


mer, came to nothing. 1 
Hereupon, my Lords, we ſent them a Pro- 


poſal, deſiring them for the Publick Service, 


and that no difference between us might ob- 
| B | ſtruct 


M EE 

ſtruct our Compliance in ſome Meaſure with 
his Majelty's gracious Letter, that they 
would paſs a ſhort Bill, for applying the 
Money in Mr. Major's'Hands, to the preſent 
Exigencies of the Government, in ſuch man- 
ner as might not be contradictory to his Mas 
jeſty's Patent and Inſtructions; and to aſſure 
them, that we would agree to it, and ſubmit 
all other Differences to his Majeſty's deter- 
mination: What they did in compliance to 


this, we muſt acquaint your Lordſhips with, 
when we proceed to our account of a 2d Seſſion. 


But we received two other Bills this Seſ- 
ſion, which we think our ſelves obliged to 
give your Lordſhips ſome account of. 

One was intitled, An Aci to ſecure the Fres- 
dom of Elections, and direfting the Proceedings in 


the Choice of Members to ſerve in Aſſemblies in 


this Iſland. To this we agreed, with two 
Amendments, which we could hardly ima- 
gine poſſible to be refus d: One was to oblige 
every Voter, if required, to take the Oaths 
to the Government ; and the other; to obli 

them to ſwear their Freehold was of the Va- 
lue of Thirty Pound currant Money of Ja- 
mdica ; but the Aſſembly choſe rather to drop 
their Bill, than agree to theſe Amendments. 
We muſt not omit here to acquaint your 


Lordſhips with ſome of our Reaſons for this 


Amendment of Thirty Pound Value: There 
has been a notorious Practice by ſome of the 
leading Men of this Aſſembly, and by the 
Meſſenger thereof, which we — — has been 
his Merit for the extravagant Rewards they 
would have given him, to create Sham-Free- 
holders to vote. Your Lordſhips will find 

N C 2 ſeveral 
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ſereral very /exrraordinary Inſtances of this 
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- Nature upon our Journals, and ſuch as we are 


pprehenfive. might even call in queſtion the 
gality of Aſſemblies ſo choſen. By the 
{ame unwarrantable Practice, a Governour 
might at any Time Pattent out the barren 
Rocks, Mountains, and Sands in this Iſland, 
and carry Elections as he pleas d; and we 
thought this Amendment would equally pre- 
vent ſuch Practices on all ſides: But this has 
ſerv d a preſent Turn, and therefore was not 
FY eg a good Argument now. 
The other Bill was intitled, An AF for the 

- effetlual : Diſcovery of all Perſons that are diſ- 
| affetied to bis Majeſty and his Government; and 
to prevent, all ſuch Perſons holding any Office or 
Flac of Truſt within this Iand. This, my 
Lords, carried a very ſpecious Title, but we 
were ſurpriz d when we read it, to find it the 
malt rigorous Bill againſt Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters of all ſorts,” that had ever been paſs d in 
y of his Majeſty's Dominions ſince the Re- 
mation. We immediately amended it, by 
turning the Edge againſt Papiſts only, and 
exempting all | te — Diſlenters, tolerated 
by the Laws of Englaud.;; to which Amend» 
ments the Aſſembly could not but agree, and 
ſo this Bill was, paſs d. But, — — as 
we had at this Time ſign d an Aſſociation, 
to ſtand by his Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- 
ment; and as we have, in our humbly Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, aſſur d him that we are, 
in the ſincerity of our Hearts, averſe to the 
Thoughts of the Pretender and the Miſeries 
of Popery and Slavery, that muſt attend his 
| Suecels 3 ſo we could rather with we had ot 


joynd 
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joyn'd with the Aſſembly, in the: pretended 
nſtance of Loyalty, expreſs d by this Bill . 
even with our own Amendments; we think 
it, my Lords, very ill ſuited in many reſpe&s, 
to our Condition, as an 4 Colony, 
and as ſuch have deſired the Governour to 
repreſent it to your Lordſhips; tho when 

our Lordſhips are fully apprix d of the great 
1 the Aſſembly have endeavour d ta 
ſtir up againſt us at this Time, e hope you 
will be ſatisfy'd we were not in the Wrong 
to agree to it with ſuch Amendments, eſpe: 
cially when you obſerve in it a Clauſe, to lay 
double Taxes upon his Majeſty's Enemies 
It was now the 5th of January, and the 
Afembly letting the Governour know, that 
they would prepare no other Bills for raiſi 
of Money this Seſſion, he was pleas d to p 
this laſt Bill and two others, and prorogue 
them to the 16th Inſtant. .: 
My Lords, at the Opening of this ſecond 
Seſſion, the Governour again recommended 
to them, the complying with his | Majeſty's 
Letter, and told them, If they did not take 
care to provide for the Support of the Go- 
yernment, Meaſures would be taken elſewhere 
eilen to dag 43 tn 
Hut it ſoon appear d there was little hopes 
of any ſuch Compliance: They return'd the 
Governour no other Anſwer to his. Speech, 
than by their Reſolutions upon their Minutes, 
which were no more, than to do again what 
they had done in the laſt Seffion, with this 
Addition by their Committee (whether agreed 
to by the Houſe or not does not appear) that 
if it had not been out of * 

an 


k L 22 ] : 


and Regard to his Majeſty's Recommenda- 


tion, they would have rais'd no more Money 
whilſt his Lordſhip continued in the Govern- 
ment. Len. 5 2 | ** lth * 


intitled,. 4 All for appropriating ſeveral Sums 


Majeſty's Officers and Soldiers, and diſchurgi 


of - Mon'y already ariſen, for the Subſtance of his 


publick Debts. We have already ac * 
1 that there was a* Sum of 
Money in Mr. Majors Hands; the ſame a- 
mounted in Cafh to about 3700 J. and above 
4000 l. out- ſtanding Debts, and had lain up- 
wards of three Years unapply d. By this Bill 
the Aſſembly apply d 2000 J. to the Subſiſt- 
ance of the Soldiers: and by particular 
| Clauſes, direct the Iſſuing of upwards of 
2700 l. more to particular Perſons ; and out 
of the Remainder of the out- ſtanding Debts, 
apply 3000 /. to his Majeſty's Revenue. ; 


Tour Lordſhips will readily conceive what 


an -honourable Proviſion here was made for 
his Majeſty's Revenue, it being very queſtion- 
able, whether ſo much of thoſe out- ſtanding 
Debts will ever prove good, as to have an- 
fwer'd that Application; and ſhould they have 
anſwer d, it would have been a'conſiderable 
Time before they had been recover d. And 
his Majeſty's Revenue was expreſſy provided 
by the Bill, to be ſupply'd in the laſt place. 
But, my Lords, there was a proviſo in this 

Bill, which ſeem'd to be intended to prevent 
its paſſing; and that was, That no private 
Soldier ſhould receive any Subſtance that was 
not actually inliſted in one of the ſaid Inde- 
pendent Companies, at the Time the Regi- 
ba ag ment 
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ment was reduc d. This was plainly intend» 
ed to prevent Recruits, and to ſuffex the Com- 
panies to dwindle away, which we thought 
would appear highly diſreſpectſul to his Maje- 
ſty; and we therefore ſent them a Meſſage, 
and deſired to know, Whether they would 
admit of any Amendment to the ſaid Bill, or 


confer with us thereupon ; both which theß 


peremptorily refus'd, telling us, That to admit 


our amending Money Bills, was to ſubvert 


the Conſtitution, tho they had before them 
your Lordſhips Opinion, that their Pretence 


to exclude us from ſuch a Right, was the rea! 


Violation of it. n * 
our Lordſhips will, we hope, approve 
our rejecting this Bill 1:kewiſe ; which, with 
reſpect to the Recruits, we thought was 
ſhowing a diſtruſt of his Majeſty's gracious 
Aſſurances, as well as of immediate diſſervice 
to the Iſland. ig eee e 
In a few Days after the Aſſembly ſent the 
Governour a Meſſage by three of their Mem- 
bers, in very indecent Terms, reflecting up 
on him, and queltioning his Loyalty to his 
Majeſty; which the Governour immediately 
reſented by a ſharp Reply; and concluding 
they were derermin'd to do nothing for the 
Support of the Government, or the Service 
the Country, ſent for them the ſame Morn- 
ing, being the 11th of February, and Diſ- 
ſolv'd them. ne 
Upon the whole, your Lordſhips will un- 
doubtedly perceive, that there are two things 


principally aimed at by the leading Men of 


this Aſſembly, who have blinded many o- 
thers with ſpecious Pretences of Publick Ser- 
| | Vice, 
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vice, and the Privileges of a Houſe of Com- 
mons: Theſe are to remove our preſent 
Governour, 'and likewiſe the two Indepen- 
dant Companies. . 

In order to effect theſe extraordinary Be- 
nefits to the Iſland, numberleſs Lies and Sto- 
ries have been induſtriouſſy ſpread about the 


Country, which are not eaſily anſwer'd where 
there is no Preſs ; by theſe the happy Effect 
of his Majeſty's great Favour to us has been 


ented, by falſe Suggeſtions of Endeavours 
to obſtruct them; and theſe they ſeem at 
laſt to hope to accompliſh, by diſtrefling the 
 * Government here, in giving no Supplies, and 
by means of the unjuſtifiable Collections they 
„/ OTE ng, 
As to the firſt; by the State of the Tfland, 
which a Committee of the Houſe have drawn 
up, and which tho in many Particulars very 
unfairly ſtated, the Aſſembly have teſolv'd 
ſhould be part of their Repreſentation to his 
Majeſty, your Lordſhips will e what 
_ Grievances, with all the Induſtry, and with 
all the Inclination poſſible, they have been 
able to collect. 
Me do aſſure your Lordſhips, that tho we 
have a great perſonal Eſteem and Regard for 


the Lord Archibald Hamilton; as a Perſon who 


we think has govern'd with great Humanity 
and perfect Integrity, yet our principal En- 
deavours have been to act according to the 


beſt of our Judgmetits, for the Honour of 


his Majeſty, with Duty to his Repreſenta- 
tive, and for the Intereſt of our — 
and therefore if we had been ſenſible of any 
real Grievances, or any Ineonvenienieies likely 
S tg 
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to happen from his Majeſty's Iuſttust ions 
we would not have been wanting on out 


Parts to have joyn'd with the Aſſembly in an 


humble and dutifal Reprefentation of them 


to his Majeſty ; but we have not thought it 


conſiſterit with -our Duty to his Majeſty, & 
the Good of out Country, to join in peevith 
Complaints, ſtir'd up by the reſtleſs Paſſions 
and Prejudice of two or three Perſons 4- 
. gainſt a Governour, whoſe Lenity in his G- 
vernment has too much  encourag'd - chem, 
but againſt whom not the leaſt Act of In- 
juſtice or Oppreffion, that we know of, can 
be made appear: And we ſubmit it to your 
Lordſhips, whether the yielding to the un- 


teaſonable Deſires of ſuch Men, accompany d 


with ſuch diſteſpectful Proceedings to his Ma- 
jelly be likely to be attended with any good 
Effect to the Authority of his Majeſty, or the 
Good of this Iſland. We confeſs, my Lords, 
in our humble Opinion, we think it will not; 


Governour, the eldeſt amongſt us does n 
temember greater Hardſhips offer d, nor great 


becauſe inſtead of any Oppreſſion from = 


Opprefſions done in this Iſland, than have 


been by this Aſſembly to their Fellow. Sub- 

| jets ; the Particulars whereof your Lord- 
ſhips will find ppon their own Journals, and 
by them will judge, if the Council have not 
made a Stand for the Liberties of the Sub- 
ject, as well as for the juſt Authority of the 
Crown 1 1 | < 
As to the two Independent Companies, 


we humbly offer, as our Opinion to your 


Lordfhips, that for the Reaſons contain d in 
8 8 E your 


and poorer ſort of People, 


L261 


e Report to his Majeſty, and 


0 chiefly by the unhappy Accident of 
" the. Spaniſh Wreck, from the Allurements of 
which,' however _ unlawful, it has not been 
- poſſible to reſtrain, our People: our Number 
of Inhabitants; are ſtill decreaſed, whilſt our 
Neighbours on Hiſpanolia flouriſh under a 
much more unhappy Government; and for 
that the keeping conſtant Guards would too 
much Harraſs and Diſcourage the middling 

47 Companies 
are, we think, abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Good and Safety of this Iſland, to be kept 
on foot, at leaſt until we ſhall have double 
the Number of Inhabitants that we have at 


We have now laid before your Lordſhips 
our Proceedings in the Aſſembly, with our 
humble Opinions in relation to the princi- 
pal Matters; and we ſubmit the ſame to 


your Lordſhips great Wiſdom, and intreat 


you to recommend the Condition of this 
Colony to his Majeſty's ſpeedy and effectual 
Care. What we have thought our ſelves 
obliged, in the mean time, to adviſe, as his 
Majeſty's Council to the Governour, in con- 


ſequence of our Diſappointments, and of 
the mut inous Diſpoſition which had already 


been kindled among the Soldiers, and in 
order to provide for the Support of his 
Majeſty's Government, and the Peace and 
Quiet of his Subjects, until his farther Plea- 
ſure be ſignify d, we muſt leave to the Go- 
vernour to acquaint your Lordſhips with; 
and we humbly hope, that the Neceſſity of 
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our Affairs will not only warrant. the Mea- 
| ſures we have advis d, but that we ſhall ob- 
tain your Lordſhips favourable Opinion ; 
which, if we are ſo happy to do, we ſhall 
not then diſtruſt upon the Report of ſo faith 
ful and able Minilters, his n 8 gracious 
Approbation. | WPI Gs... 
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Right H 3 the Lords 
Conmmiſſioners for Trade 
i 1 and Plantations, 


-The donde Memorial of the 
Cuil of Jamaica, 


— 


” 


My it pleaſe your Lordhips, 


E his Majeſty's moſt dutiful 
objects, che Council of Ja- 
maica, having by an humble 
Y Repreſentation, already laid be- 
fore your Lordſhips the Ac- 
D count of our Proceedings in the 
How: General Aſſembly; and being deſirous 
above all things, to teſtify our ſincere Inten- 

tions to do what lies in us for rendring ef- 
fectual thoſe neceflary Means recommended 

by his Majeſty, for the Happineſs and Secu- 

of this Colony, have likewiſe prepared 

this our humble Memorial, and defired the 

| ſame may be laid before your Lordſhips, in 
caſe you ſhall have approved our former Pro- 
| ceedings, without which it had been + too 
much Preſumption in us to have troubled 

t | | PENA our 


n 
your Lordſhips with gur "I Opiate in 
ration rg the Aﬀairs: of this his. Naehe $ 
Iſtanc 
My Lords, encourag d by ous Lordfſhips 
Feed Approbation, if we are ſo ha 
to obtain it, we humbly offer it as our Opi- 
nion, that in order to Redreſs the unhapp 
State of our Affairs here, Two things, . wel 
his Majeſty has been pleaſed to recommend, 
are both abſolutely neceſſary to be comply d 
with, to wit, That an honourable Proviſion 
be made for his Majeſty's Revenue, and ef- 
fectual Meaſures taken for Peopling the Iſland. 
By an hongurable Proviſion, we humbly con- 
ceive, ought tq be underſtood a Revenue 
equal to the annual Charge of the Govern» 
ment, the latter now exceeding the. former 
about 2000 per Aunum. This has been oc- 
caſion d, in great meaſure, by the Decreaſe 
of Inhabitants, the Conſumption decreaſing, 
and confequently, the Duties upon Impoſte | 
And to this want of an annual Supply, to 
ſupport what we may call the Civil Liſt, we 
— the Weakneſs of the juſt Authority of the 


1 Government, and the Growth and THOR of - 


Party, is chiefly to be imputed. - 
The Charge of the Governmeot we com 
pute at 6000 per Aumm, and the Revenue at 
4000 J. * beſides which, there is 
near 3009 J. per Annum wanting to provide 
an additional Subſiſtence for the tuo Inde- 

pendent Companies, ſo long as his NMajeſty 
Wal think fit to continue them. | 

My Lords, we think — are but Two 
ways by which this may be poſſibly reme» 
vogue by leſſening the Charge of the 


Govern- 


19 
Government, or increafing the Revenue. As to 
the firſt, we confeſs we cannot fee how the 
Charge of the Government can be materially 
leſſen d; we are ſenſible ſome among us have 
Projects of propoſing this, by defiring his 


Majeſty to appoint a Lieutenant Governour, 
Which has the Appearance of ſaving 1250 l. 
per Annum. Even this your Lordſhips will 


obſerve is not ſufficient, and will ſtill leave 
his Majeſty's Government in the Power of 
2 Party to Support or Diſtreſs it; beſides, 
we muſt, for our own ſakes, inform your 
_ your Lordſhips, - that many Advantages our 
 Governours have formerly made, are taken 
away by that | beneficial Act for quieting 
Poſſeſſions, and their Perquiſites are not ſo 


at in Time of Peace as in War; and we 


therefore think it our greateſt Happineſs and 
beſt Security, at this Ane, that their Sal- 
lary and juſt Ad vantages ſhould be ſuch, as 
may not ſubject them to Temptations ; for 
which Reaſons, and what we have humbly 
offer d in our Repreſentation, we cannot 
this a fit Expedient, eſpecially at this 
11me. | hy | 


The Additional Duty Bill, as it was pre- 


pared this laſt Seſſion of Aſſembly, with the 
Amendments made by the Council, as to the 
Duty upon Imports and Exports, we humbly 
offer to your Lordſhips Conſideration, as 
what would not only anſwer all the Occa- 
ſions of the Government, but would admit 
of about 2000 J. per Annum, to be laid out 
in bringing over and ſettling Inhabitants ; 
and this we humbly conceive to be the eaſieſt 
and moſt equal Tax that can be laid upon 


the 


Free 1 


LA 
the Inhabitants; eſpecially conſidering the 
Planters, by the Acts of 1703 and 1712, for 
bringing over and providing for White Peo- 


ut in Execution, are 
lor Ain * Deſciar 


. we humbly offer to your Lordſhips 
Conſideration, in caſe you ſhould think fit to 
recommend the paſſing ſuch an Act, if 
would not be more adviſcable, that it be pant 
for ſome few Years, ſuch a Number as your 
Lordſhips may judge moſt. proper; during 
which time, Acts made for the Increaſe of 
Inhabitants, and the Encouragement provided 
for them may be known and take Effect, and 
during which the Diviſions amongſt us may 
be heal d or worn out. 

But in ſuch Caſe we humbly. \rccommend 
to your Lordſhips, that you will be pleas'd to 
adviſe his Majeſty, to give the Governout In- 
ſtructions, not to diſuſe or lay aſide Aſſemblies, 
but to direct the ſame to be call d every Lear, 
and to allow them Liberty to ſit and paip 
ſuch Laws as may be thought neceſfar ry oof 1 

nd; 


le, in caſe they are 
ful tlicient! y tax d alrea 


the better Regulating the Affairs of the 1 
and that they may have full and free Liberty 
7 Inſpect all publick Accounts, and ſee the 
| Application,or all d ll. Fe ge = and re- 
preſe nt the ſame to his Ma as they may 
find Occaſion. " 4 * 
This, my Lords, or ſomething equivalent 
to it, is what we could heartily wiſh an Af 
ſembly could be prevail d upon to come in- 
to; but if, contrary to our Wiſhes, * 
Mould. not, we molt humbly beg your Lor 
ſhips 0 * of ſuch Expedients as may be 
lea 


. 
leaſt Exceptionable, and admit of the leaſt 
Delay, which our Condition will not admit. 
And we are perſuaded from your Lordſhips 
Obſervations upon the Proceedings in this 
IHand- for theſe few Tears; from the Divi- 
fions that have grown up amongſt us, and ' 
the want of Publick Spirit in purſuing the 
general Intereſt, your Lordſhips will dot be 
_ of Opinion to adviſe his Majeſty to leave 
the Government here any longer to ſubſiſt 
precariouſſ :: 4p hy 
My Lords, as to the ſecond Point, of 
Propling this Iſland; we have ſerioufly con- 
ſidered all that his Majeſty, by your Lord- 
ſhips Advice, has been pleas d to recommend 
on that Subject; as likewiſe what your Lord- 
ſhips have wrote as your own, and tranſ- 
mitted to the Governour, as the Opinion of 
the Merchants and Gentlemen concerned in 
this Iſland, now in Brita m. 3 
Me intirely agree with your Lordſhips, 
that the Act for regulating Servants is too 
ſevere, beth with. reſpect to moſt of the Pe- 
nalties, and the Length of the Servitude ; 
but at the ſame time we muſt acquaint your 
Lordſhips, that the ſame has rarely been exe- 
cuted with ſtrictneſs; and we think it onght 
not fo to be, until it may be repeal'd, and a 
better Regulation ſubſtituted in its room. 
We likewiſe agree with your Lordſhips, 
that all poſſible Indulgence ought to be given, 
for the Incouragement of People to ſettle a 
mong us, and ſhall be ready, on our Parts, 
to give our Conſents to any ſuch Laws. In 
the mean time we are hambliy of Opinion, 


e 
of bringing them over, ought” to be put 
in Execution, and have great Hopes, that 4 
conſiderable Number of Inhabitants may be 
acquired thereby. n 
Your Lordſhips will find, that one of the 
Acts you have taken Notice of in your Let- 
ter of the 25th of April, to wit, An Act for 
Encouraging the Importation f White Servants, 
is repealed by a Clauſe in an Act to incou- 
rage the Importation of White Men ; which 
laſt we think to be a good Law. By this Act 
every Planter is obliged to keep one White 
Man for his firſt 10 Negroes, young and old; 
and Two for the firſt 20, and one for every 
20 after the firſt ; and in like manner, forthe 
- firſt 60 Head of Cattle, Horſes, &c. one 
for every 100 after the firſt 60, The Paſſa- 
ges of theſe Men are required to be paid by = 
the Receiver-General, and are to be plac'd . = 
upon the Planters, according .to ſuch Defi- 11 
ciencies ; and they are obliged to Reimburſe 13 
the Receiver- General for them again, who is. 1 
to apply that Money rowards paying the | 
Paſſage of others; ſo that this is a perpetnal 
Fund, and only wants a Sum of Money to 
enable the Receiver-General to make the firſt 
Disburſment ; for which 500 J. was appro- 
priated by that Act; bur little as it was, we 
don't find it was ever apply'd. By the pro- 
portion of White Men to Blacks, at this 
time, we compute at leaſt 2000 Men might 
be provided for by this Deficiency. K 
By the ſame Act, every Boat, Wherry, or 
Canoa, is required to keep a White Man, or 
forfeit 403 Month; which would be a 
Proviſion fob at leaſt 200 Men more. F 
F And 


= 
5 
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aforeſaid. However, when ſuch Wants come 


And by another Act paſs'd/in 1712, en- 
titld, An Act to encourage White Men to come, 
to continue, and ſettle in this Iſland ;. there is a 
further Proviſion made, by obliging Veſſels 
trading about this Ifland, Hackney: Coaches 
and Wherries, to employ White People; ſo that 


we cannot think there is alt@gether ſo great 


want of Laws, for the Encouragement of 


bringing over People, as of a virtuous: and 


ſtrict Execution of theſe Laws; and of others, 


to eſtabliſh and fix them here as Inhabitants, 


when they are brought, by providing a good 


and comfortable Proſpect of Living for Ser- 
vants, when their Time is expired, either in 


the planting Intereſt or in Trades. 1 
Indeed what ſeems moſt defective in theſe 
Laws is, that there is no Proviſion for the 
Encouragement of Women; which defect, 
we hope, may be remedy'd hereafter. 

We entirely agree with your- Lordſhips in 
the Encouragement you propoſe, of granting 
ſmall Parcels. of Land to New Comers to 
ſertle ; and are of Opinion with thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who ſigned a Memorial to your Lord- 
ſhips, that a reaſonable Tax upon uncultivated 


Land, of which there are great Quantities in 
this Illand, would be the beſt Means to in- 


duce the preſent Proprietors to cultivate: or 
ſell the ſame: And until ſuch Purchaſes can 


be made to thoſe Uſes, we have made our 


humble Application to the Goversour, to 
grant no more Warrants or PaSenting any 
Land which now remains in his Msjeſty, to 


"Perſons: who are already poſſeſsd of large 


Tracts, but reſerve the ſame for he Purpoſes 


tO 


Ly 


L951): . 

to be made, we humbly conceive there ought 
at the ſame time, to be a Fund provi/led to 
give Credit to ſuch new Settlers, for a Slave 
or two, for 6 Months Proviſions at leaſt, 
and for proper Tools to begin ſuch a Settle- 
ment; without which help it will be almoſt 
impoſſible for them to have any Benefit b 
ſuch Grants; eſpecially conſidering the La 
ſo to be granted, will lie moſtly in uninhabit- 
ed Parts of the Iſland, and very diſtant from 
any Markets: And if ſuch Credit was given 
them, without Intereſt, and the Publick to be 
paid out of the Produce of the Land granted, 
and ſuch new Settlers were, at the ſame time, 
exempted from all Taxes, and all Duties 
Civil and Military (except only in caſes of 
Inſurrection and Invaſion) for the firſt! 3 
Years, we think this would be an Encourage- 
ment equal to any given in Hiſpaniola, where 
they are abundantly increas d of late, and 
would be ſufficient to augment the Number 
of Proviſion Plantations, and ſmall 'Sertle- 
ments; in which, and not in great 'Planta- 
tions, the ſtrength of the planting Inrereſt, 
with reſpe& to Numbers of White People, 
muſt coffilt. And if this Encouragement, or 
a ſuitable Proſpect in Trade or | Handicrafts, 
was to be the Reward of every Servant after 
or 4 Years Service, we are apt to believe 
it would not only render ſuch Service much 
more agreeable, but that a larger Improvement 
would be made by Servants provided for in 
the manner above, until they were ſeaſon d. 
to the Country, and underſtood the nature of 
Planting, «an by Perſons free at their Ar- 
rival; for Mrhom no other Proviſion was 
e F 2 made, 
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; 2 
made than ſuch a Grant of Land. At the 
ſame time, we are not againſt your Eordſips 
Method, of 2 them at their Arrival, 

uch 


Either with . elps as are neceſſary, or 
as ſoon as there can be any Expectation of 
their being able to provide for themſelves. 


i And we are hum ly of [ Opinion, that all 


ſuch Purchaſes and Grants will be beſt made 
by the Crown, with ſuch Clauſes and Re- 
ſtrictions as your Lordſhips+ſhall think pro- 

hn, ͤ 4. 
We likewiſe agree with your Lordſhips, 
with reſpect to Trades, and. humbly; con- 
ceive the moſt effectual Means of putting an 
End to Negro Tradeſinen, would be by 2 
"Regiſter to be taken of all that now are, or 
have been for a Year laſt paſt brought up to 
any Trade; and to tolerate ſuch, and ſuffer 
them to die away, providing under ſevere 
Penalties, that no Slave for the future be 
brought up or employ'd in them, either in 
-Plantations or in the Towns, with ſuch Ex- 
ceptions only as to Maſter Workmen, as 


may be thought reaſonable. This we think 


moſt likely to be effected by a Saving to the 
preſent Proprietors, which we conceive to 
be moſt reaſonable, becauſe many Perſons, 
and ſome Widows and Orphans, have now 
their whole Subſiſtance from ſuch Slaves: 
and as theſe wear out, White Men would, 
by degrees, as we get them, come into all 
Trades, and have a Proſpect in time of be- 
ing only employ'd in them. 2 
And as great Numbers of his Majeſty's 
Subjects have of late been ſeduc'd by the 
es ok our Conſtitution, and engag d in 


Ci 761 
an unnatural Rebellion, to rw 
his Majeſty, in his Prineely Cle bee WI: 
be pleaſed to extend his Mercy, but at t 
ſame —— fit to y He 1 ſports: 
tion, we ume humbly to e to 
Lotdſhips, ſo many of ſuch Ferst LY 
immediately ſent cher as his Majeſt 
think fit, Who may be provided for es 
Acts now in force only; we Tae * 
your Lordſhips to interceed in our Behalf, 
| that their Paſſages may be paid by his MY 
jeſty, until by ſuch Methods as ybur Lotd- 
ſhips ſhall adviſe his Majeſty's Revenue here 
be® put into a Condition to pay the Debts. 
of the Government, and defray ſuch other 
Charges. 

We are now apprehenſive of laving tired 
your Lordſhips Patience, and therefore will 
enter into no further Particulars. | 

We muſt not, however, omit returning our 
humble Thanks to your Lordſhips, for havi 
advis'd his Majeſty to reſtrain our Gover- 
nours by his Royal Inſtructions, from ſuſpend- 

ing any of our Body without juſt and ſuffi- 
_ cient Cauſe; and without the Conſent” of a 
Majority. By this we are enabled to act 
with freedom, and according to our Con- 
ſciences and the beſt of our Underſtandings; 
and as we are thereby ſecur'd from cauſle 
Suſpenſions, we do affure your Lordſhips we 


* 


ſhall, in — to his Majeſty, give our Con- 


ſent to any ſuch, when it ſhall appear abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for his Majeſty's Service, and 


then only. And we humbly intreat — | 


Lordſhips to judge of the ſincerity o 
Inclinations t0 his Majeſty's Service, and ro 
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l. 
ging of the Settlement of this 
vy We have now the Honour 
to Jay. ore you: The Maxim upon which 
we would People the Iſland, and in which 
we ore the: Misfortune to be over · power d 


2 is to indulge and cheriſh new 
rs 55 


mall Settlements, and to throw * 


the Burden chiefly, on thoſe who are beſt able 
to bear it; which however, we conceive, 


would be made up to them, by raiſing the 


Value of Eſtates in Proportion, as it ren- 


ders them more ſecure. 
Had x 4 which we humbly ſubmit to Tour 
2 een = Widen. 


9 
1 
b 
0 
a 
t. 
d 
h 
11 
2 


Ferre 


N 


| 

1 

88 eee S 8 4 ; 
ro ruERE 6 | 

7 

Ne. + malt Bals 2 ' 
The humble Addreſs of the Gover- E 
nour and Council of e ; 


Mop gracious Sovereign; 


E your Majeſty's moſt durifut 
and Loyal Subjects, the Gover- 
nour and Council of his Ma- 

| jeſty's Iſland of Jamaica, beg 
leave, with Hearts full of Joy, to congratu- 
late your Majeſty upon the ſignal Succeſs of 
our Arms, in ſo ſpeedily and effectually 
uppreſſing an unnatural and cauſeleſs Rer 
bellion, raiſed in Favour of a Popiſh Pre- 
tender to your Crown. 

This Bappy'E Event, which ſecures to Us our 
Religion, „and what elſe is valuable 
to us, attack d in ſo 8 2 Manner, 

by the Enemies of our Conſtitution, can 

only be attributed, under the Divine Aſſiſt- 
ance, to your Majeſty's ſteady Conduct in 
the Diſpoſition of Affairs, and to the pru- 
dent Uſe « of that entire Confidence, which 
has been ſo ſeaſonably and ſo wiſely repoſed ! 

in your Majeſty by Parliament, beyond any 14 

of your Royal Predeceſſors. | 

As no Part of your Majeſty's Dominions- 

has more ſenſibly felt the Miſcries and Ca- 
lamities 


E [4] 
lamities which Invaſions cauſe; or have had 
aà more entire Dependance for their future 
Proſpect of Security upon your . Majeſty's 
Succeſſion; ſo none can more truly ſhare, or 
be more ſenſibly affected with the happy 
Conſequences of this Succeſs, than your 
Loyal Subjects of this Iſland. 


Nor has our Remoteneſs from the Throne 


ever been ſo diſagreeable to us, as at ſuch a 
Juncture, which has furniſh'd your Majeſty's 
faithful Subjects in Britain with an Oppor- 
tunity of ſhewing, by their Actions, a Zeal 
and Emulation for your Service; whilſt all 


that we have been able to do haas been, as 


ſoon as we heard of the Rebellion, to enter 
into an Aſſociation in Defence of your Sa- 


cred Perſon and Government, of which we 


ate obliged thus late, to beg your Majeſty's 
gracious Acceptance. n 
When we laſt preſum'd to addreſs your 


Majeſty, we could not think it poſſible that 
the immediate regard your Majeſty had ſhown 


to this Ifland, by confirming to us moſt be- 
__neficial Laws, and ſuch as we had many 
Tears deſired in vain, accompany d with 
your Majeſty's moſt Gracious Letter, could 
have failed of eſtabliſhing ſuch an Agreement 
amongſt us, as would have induced every real 
Friend to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, chear- 
fully to have comply'd with all that your Ma- 
jeſty had required of this Colony, which was 


ſo neceſſary for its own Happineſs and 


| Safety. a | 
But it is now with the utmoſt Concern and 


Regret, we are obliged to acquaint your Ma- 


jeſty that unhappy Diviſions, ſtir d up by on 
19 few 
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we are under a Neceſſity of reſorti 


0 41 8 2 

fewVieſibad with private Views; aa —_— * 

der — av" 7 wr —— and fomen- 3 
ted by groundleſs Aſperſions have prevailed; to - 
895 bſtruction of what your Majeſty has ſo 

1 expected from this Iſland. We comſort 

out Netves with Hopes, 8 Majeſty will nor 


find reaſon to impute this Miſcarriage to us, 


who have endeavoured to make your Maje- 


ſty's Gracious Letter and Royal Inſtructions 
- (which we are humbly of Opinion have been 
moſt wiſely calculated for the Good and Wel- 
fare of your Subjects) the Rule of our Con- 
duct; which however having proved ineffectual, . 
ain.to 


Majeſty's Goodneſs, humbly 
E. Majeſty to take ſuch Meaſures 48 72 
Wiſdom ſhall judge moſt proper, for He fo. o- 
nour and of your Government and 
| = a ples of ſo valuable; tho defonceisan. 
an 
That the moſt eee of your Mathes 
deluded Subjects, may at length diſcern and 
_ confeſs the invaluable Bleſſings the Acceſſion 
of your Majeſty's Illuſtrious — Royal Houſe 
has ſecured to the Britiſb Empire: That your 
9 known Clemency may never again 
be proyoked; but that yeu may long Reign 


the Delight of all your Subjects and à Terror 


to your Enemies, and tranſmit your Vir- 
tues, with your Crown, to his Royal High- 
e "Poſlerity, is the ſincere N 
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N wo Devoted Sub; tf 
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10 The mo ff hübie Addi eſs" of "the 
Merchants, 


and other Inhabitants 


55 the Town of n 1 W. 
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E your, Majelty's oll Baal Y 


Ay aa x ing inal Subjects, the Mer- 
en 5c ang, other Inhabitants 


„of the Town of Kingiton, in 
the Iſland of Jamaica, humbly preſume to 
Addteſs your, 6 to aſſure Lou of our 
Neady Zeal and Loyal, to your Sacred Per - 
don and Government: And x we haye Ab- 
Jured the Pretender, and Aſſociated againſt 


55 bim; ſo we do daily more and more, deteſt 


and abhor all Attempts N have been 
made in Favour of him, by ſtirring up an 
exectable Rebellion among your Majeſty's 
Subjects. ein bo HOY ©. 
We were always 8 of EMT that 
not only, gur Religion and Liberties, but the 
Trade of Great-Britain in all its Branches, 
depenqed upon your Majeſty's Eſtabliſhment 
on the Throne. And we had too much rea- 
ſon to feat. when we were treated as Robbers | 


and | 
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and Pirates in Trade, by the 


our Trade, but this your Majeſty's Iſland; 


- was deſigned as part of the Sacrifice to ther 


78 
* 


pernicious Scheme. 


We have endeavoured to ſhow our Grati- g 
tude to your Majeſty, by chooſing ſuch 


Members to repreſent Us in the late Aſſem- 


bly, as would effectually comply with what 
vour Majeſty was pleaſed to require b 
your Gracious Letter. And we humbl7ß 
aſſure your Majeſty, that we will alwayͤs | 
chooſe ſuch as ſhall endeavour to ſupport |. 
your Majeſty's Government with Honour, 


and provide an additional Subſiltance. for 
the two Independent Companies, ſo long 


as your Majeſty ſhall think fit to continue 


them; which we think at this Time, ſo ne- 
ceſſary and beneficjal to Us. 8 


We humbly hope, your Maj 5 will be 
graciouſly pleas d to give ſuch Directiogs, 
that Meaſures may be taken for the better 
Peopling this your Majeſty's Iſland, by an * 
equal and impartial Method, by which no 

particular Man, or Body of Men, may be 


oppreſſed more than others; which had now 
been our own Caſe, by the Ruin of this your 
Majeſty's Town, had we not been delivered, 


upon our Petition, by your Majeſty's Council 


of this Iſland. 


We think our ſelves obliged on this Occa- 


ſion, to aſſure your Majeſty of our great Satiſ- 
faction in the juſtice and Integrity of the 
Lord Archibald Hamilton, our preſent Gover- 
nour, who has wa encouraged and counte- 
nanced every fair Trader, and whoſe ſingu- 
| lar 


your Majeſty's Succeſſion; that not only 
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resſonable Diviſions. 
That 


N Majeſty may 
1 Ttiumph over all you, Enemies, 
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Moderation" in "tis BAL. 
at will, we hope, reſtore 
_ Us; and when approy'diby your Majeſty, 
Ms dat an an end to all our 1 74 and 
| 1 
long Reign. in 


among 
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and in per- 
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horrid and deteſtable Conſpi- 
ration, carry d on by Papi 
© +, *and other wicked and traiterous 
Perſon, againſt. his Majeſty's Royal. Perſon | 
and Government, with intent to. impoſe on 
his Majeſty's Dominions, a Pretendet to his 
Crown, ' bred up in all the Principles of Po- 
pery and Maxim of Tyranny, to the manifeſt 
anger, not only of his Majeſty's Perſon and 
- theProteſtant Succeſſion intheNluſtrious Houſe 
of Hanover, but of the whole Proteſtant Intereſt . 
through Chriſtendom ; Which having ſince broke 
out into open Rebellion In ſeveral Parts of his 
Majeſty's Kingdom of Great- Britain, if at- 
tended "ih Succeſs, can end in nothing leſs 
than the total Overthrow of our Religion 
and Liberties, and in the inevitable Ruin of 
_ Native Coun A 
We whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, 
do heartily, fincerely, and ſolemnly profeſs, 
that his Majeſty King GEORG E, is right 
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fl at lawful KIN G of the . OX of 
"Great-Britain, and of all other his Majeſty's 
Dominions thereunto belonging. And we do 
mutually promiſe and engage to ſtand by and 


aſſiſt each other, to the utmoſt of our Power, 


in the Support of 58990 s Perſon and 
e Pretender and all 
his Adherents: And we do hereby further 


freely and unanimouſly oblige our ſelves to 


unite, aſſociate, and ſtand by each other, in 
Lupporting and defending his Majeſty's Title 


and the Succeſſion of the Crown, againſt the 


Pretender, and all other Perſons whatſoever, 


as the ſame by an AR, intitled, An Act for 


the future Limitation of the Crown, and better ſe- 


curing the Rights and Liberties of W Subject, 


is and ſtands limited to the Princeſs Sophia, 


| Electreſs and Dutcheſs Dowager o " Hanover, 


and the Heirs of her Body, being Frotepants. 
December the 31ſt. 1715. 
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